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STEWARDSHIP 2023
A COMMITMENT TO CHRIST, HIS CHURCH, AND HIS KINGDOM

“But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be 

given to you as well.”
Matthew 6:33



S T E W A R D S H I P  &  G E N E R O S I T Y

Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously. Each of  you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly 

or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
2 Corinthians 9:6–7

Any discussion of  stewardship must begin with a definition and then move to the four areas which  
we want to explore with you. These include Mission, Leadership, Impact, and Fiscal Management and  
Responsibility. Our hope is that within these areas of  First Presbyterian Church you will begin to 
sense why your support, encouragement, gifts, and, yes, your pledge make us who we say we are and 
define how we live out each day in what Jesus has called us to do.

So, what is stewardship and why does it matter? There is, perhaps, more than one definition of  
stewardship. One such definition would go something like this: Stewardship is making a commitment 
that represents the responsible planning, management, and utilization of  the church’s resources. 

The question you might be asking is: Why should I make a financial gift to the church, or why is it  
important that I make a pledge to the church? But perhaps the question can be framed in a different way; 
Why would I not want to give to my church that is making such a difference in my life, the life of  my family, 
and the lives of  so many in the community and around the world? Why wouldn’t I believe that supporting my 
church is the best investment in ministries that make a difference? 

Perhaps the answer is obvious. You want to make a difference, you want to have an impact, and you 
want your faith to drive your decisions and be central to who you are. To be certain, our church has 
very specific needs and your financial support will have an enormous influence in addressing those 
needs. In reality, it is your desire to give that we hope will inspire you to say yes to making this church 
the home for some of  your treasure.
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And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of  the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the father through him.

Colossians 3:17

Since 1814, First Presbyterian Church of  Nashville has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ 
and the common good. We are rooted in the Reformed, orthodox, and evangelical traditions of  the 
larger church. We are called to glorify God, to make known the crucified and risen Christ, and to 
advance the Kingdom that God is building in us, in Nashville, and around the world. 

As the prophet Jeremiah tells us, we recognize that to serve the Lord is to seek the common good. In 
29:7, the prophet says, “But seek the welfare of  the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray 
to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.” With a future anchored in the 
hope and promise of  Jesus Christ, we are free to serve him with boldness and imagination.

M I S S I O N
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Habitat for Humanity is an 
exceptional program with a proven 
track record of  providing homes for 
low to moderate-income families.  
For many years, First Presbyterian 
has been and continues to be an 
active participant, having sponsored 
20 homes, with the twenty-first on the 
docket for next spring. Volunteering 
for the Habitat build brings FPC 
members together for the common 
good, building camaraderie and 
impacting the lives of  the new 
homeowners and volunteers.” 

“

–Marie Maxwell  

Every week, volunteers work 
together to serve those who cannot 
join worship in person by creating 
and delivering small flower 
arrangements using the chancel 
flowers from Sunday worship. 
My joy comes in delivering those 
colorful bouquets to six sweet 
ladies on my designated delivery 
days. I look forward to the personal 
visits (that we missed during the 
pandemic), sharing a bright spot of  
love from the church.” 

“

–Mike Crout
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Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of  God to you. Consider the outcome of  their way of  
life and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.

Hebrews 13:7–8

Christ is the head of  the Church and is alive today; his spirit is working through each one of  us. Christ 
models for us what true kingdom leadership looks like. Here at First Presbyterian, we’ve been blessed 
with generations of  men and women who serve as Jesus serves. Time and again our church leadership 
has demonstrated their many skills and qualities in the way of  humility and grace.  The way the 
church responded to the challenges of  the pandemic validated our belief  that our church leaders were 
prepared to take whatever steps necessary to continue their vital work and ministry. 

Our officers—elders and deacons—and our volunteer leaders are committed to this church and its 
calling. They truly represent the entire congregation and our church’s organizational structure is a 
model for efficiency and effectiveness. The committees and councils lead by faithfully serving all facets 
of  the life of  the church. 

We are blessed to have a group of  pastors who serve this congregation and community through 
preaching, teaching, counseling, mentoring, and much more. Each of  our pastors brings so many gifts 
that support, encourage, and aid members of  our congregation in their area of  ministry expertise. 

In addition to the pastoral staff, our program leadership and administrative teams do amazing work 
that shows their love for our congregation. Our music, children and families, youth, missions, facilities, 
and technology ministries only begin to tell the story of  the range and depth of  the effective impact on 
these vital areas. 

L E A D E R S H I P
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–John Eason

Leadership at First Presbyterian Church 
is derived from God, working through the 
congregation as they select our Elders and 
Deacons. Once selected, the leaders are 
tasked with the responsibility to assist 
the pastor in humbly shepherding the 
congregation, and making decisions that 
enhance the worship of  God. 

Leadership, like many roles, comes from 
experience and keeping Jesus in front as 
all decisions are made. As a past Deacon 
and current Elder, I have been blessed with 
great leaders and pastors to learn from. 
We continue to be blessed with exceptional, 
responsive leaders who make a difference 
in leading our congregation. Any leadership 
skills I possess are the result of  those around 
me and prayer.”

“
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What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if  someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? 
Can such faith save them? 

James 2:14

At the heart of  our mission may be found the essence of  why we are called to be Christ’s stewards 
here on earth. The desire to do more, be more, help more and reach more is in our congregation’s 
DNA. Our objective is to touch lives with the power of  Jesus Christ so that each person sees life anew 
and is transformed by the impact of  our ministries, programs, outreach, organizational partnerships, 
and many other initiatives.

Perhaps your impact is most dramatically felt in the missions and outreach ministries of  
First Presbyterian Church. As the body of  Christ, we are blessed and therefore called on to be a 
blessing to others. In 1 John 4:19-20, we learn; “We love because he first loved us. Whoever claims to love 
God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have 
seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen.”

The numerous outreach ministries and programs at First Presbyterian beautifully illustrate this 
passage from Scripture. With time, talent, and certainly our financial support, we continue to make a 
difference to so many. Without your involvement, many would not benefit from all our congregation 
has to offer to the community and the world.

While this congregation has a history of  investing in mission work that is changing people’s lives, the 
pandemic has caused an even brighter light to shine on the community we serve and our desire to 
recognize and act on the needs of  our community. 

Beyond our own community, we are called to serve those in need around the world. The renowned 
theologian, Dr. John Stott said this regarding our global responsibilities; “We must be global Christians 
with a global vision because our God is a global God.”

I M PA C T
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—Erika Shapiro

Camp Watermelon 2022 was a special experience designed to teach kids about 
Jesus and loving others while having fun in a community of  new friends. We 
made crafts, played games, practiced encouraging and serving each other, and 
learned Scripture in tangible, applicable ways that encourage faith development 
in both campers and counselors. 

Though campers have an incredible time at Camp Watermelon, the program is 
also designed to develop student leaders. Counselors work hard to know and 
love each camper and to show God’s love as best they can. They play with the 
children in life-giving ways, and after each day we process what went well, what 
we want to do differently, and how we might have seen the Lord’s presence in 
the day’s circumstances. 

When asked what they liked most about camp, Luke and Jack Callison said, 
“This year, our favorite was kickball and hockey!” One said, “My favorite craft 
was the pillar of  clouds and pillar of  fire from when Moses was guiding the 
Israelites out of  Egypt. There was a pillar of  clouds in the daytime and a pillar 
of  fire at night.” Adah and Elizabeth Grace McInteer said they like coming to 
camp because they get to be with new friends, they love swimming and talking 
about Moses.”

“
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The plans of  the diligent lead to abundance as surely as haste leads to poverty. 
Proverbs 21:5

One of  the most important and revealing aspects of  stewardship is the sound financial management 
of  the resources that God has richly blessed each one of  us with. There are numerous references in 
the Bible to the importance, value, and pleasure Jesus expects in the fiscal responsibility we have with 
God’s abundant resources. 

At First Presbyterian Church, we take this responsibility to heart and utilize the very best practices 
when it comes to the business of  the church. Fiscal management, budget preparation, and the most 
prudent and effective use of  church contributions are all woven into the fabric of  those who carry 
this responsibility. Every contribution made is directed toward its intended purpose. 

Through the years, First Presbyterian Church has been blessed by those who have desired to leave 
a lasting legacy and provide endowment resources for specific ministries, programs, and outreach 
opportunities. But make no mistake, our church continues to thrive through the success of  our  
annual stewardship and generosity efforts. Your recurring, sustaining gifts make all the difference in 
our collective future and shared vision. 

We can continue to be financially strong only through your 
continued support and generosity. The church’s budget and 
financial plan are built on your willingness to give, pledge, 
invest, and make a difference in our quest to save lives to 
serve Jesus Christ. 

Your contribution and commitment to Christ, his  
church, and his kingdom will have a profound impact  
on everything we do as the body of  Christ in 2023. 

Thank you!

F I S C A L  M A N A G E M E N T  &  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y
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—Benjamin & Mary Lindley Carswell

As father and daughter, we have been privileged 
to serve as elder and deacon members of  our 
church’s endowment and finance committees and 
to have witnessed our church’s faithful stewardship 
of  its resources of  time, talent, and treasure. We 
feel blessed to be part of  a church committed to 
reminding us all of  God’s faithfulness and our 
response to his great love.” 

“
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TO SUBMIT YOUR PLEDGE 
Place the enclosed pledge card in the mail or the 

offering plate, complete the electronic pledge form 
at www.fpcnashville.org/generosity, or scan the                    

QR code above.

TO MAKE YOUR CONTRIBUTION(S) 
Your 2023 pledge is effective January 1, 2023. You 

can fulfill your 2023 pledge by sending a check in the 
mail, placing your gift in the offering plate, setting up 

an automatic bank draft with the Finance department, 
or you can visit www.fpcnashville.org to give via credit 

card, checking account (ACH), or stock transfer. 

QUESTIONS?
Bill Mott, Director of  Resource Development

wmott@fpcnashville.org | 615-298-9501
Jenny Cobb, Controller 

jboisseau@fpcnashville.org | 615-298-9511 
Kelly Degan, Staff Accountant 

kdegan@fpcnashville.org | 615-298-9512


