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CHRISTMAS EVE
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

VOLUNTARY   Noel: Grand Jeu et Duo 
Louis-Claude D’Aquin

Prelude on This Endrys Night  
Healey Willan

WELCOME  Dr. Ryan Moore

INTROIT O Holy Night
Adolphe Adam 

O holy night!  The stars are brightly shining, it is the night of the dear Savior’s birth; long lay the world 
in sin and error pinning, till he appeared, and the soul felt its worth.  A thrill of hope, the weary world 
rejoices, for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.  Fall on your knees!  O hear the angel voices!  O 
night divine!  O night when Christ was born, O night divine!  O night, O night divine.  Truly he taught 
us to love one another; his law is love and his Gospel is peace.  Chains shall he break, for the slave is 
our brother, and in his name all oppression shall cease.  Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, 
let all within us praise his holy name.  Christ is the Lord, then ever, ever praise we; his power and glory 
evermore proclaim, his power and glory evermore proclaim.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Walker Family

Reader 1: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
Reader 2: He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him.  
Reader 1: In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
Reader 2: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  
Reader 1: The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
All:	 	And	the	Word	became	flesh	and	lived	among	us,	and	we	have	seen	his	glory,	the	

glory	as	of	a	father’s	only	son,	full	of	grace	and	truth.

ANTHEM Light of Hope, Light of Peace 
Mark Patterson

Light of hope, light of peace, you are just the light we need.  Shine for all the world to see: Christ is 
coming soon.  Light of hope, light of peace, promise of the love he brings, shine for all the world to see: 
Christ is coming soon.  Light of hope, light of peace, gift of joy that gladly rings, shine for all the world to 
see: Christ is coming soon.
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WORDS OF PREPARATION

“Christians believe that in Jesus of Nazareth, a Jewish rabbi who lived in the first century, 
God was among us as a human being, like us in all things but sin, really God, but also really 
human… Jesus’ story began when God became incarnate… Christian theology explains 
how divinity can unite with humanity, and the Bible gives us a story about it—the story of 
Christmas.”

— William C. Placher



 
*†OPENING HYMN  O Come, All Ye Faithful 

Adeste Fideles
O	come,	all	ye	faithful,	joyful	and	triumphant;	 
O	come	ye;	O	come	ye	to	Bethlehem!	 
Come,	and	behold	him,	born	the	King	of	angels!	
Refrain: O come, let us adore him; O come, let us adore him;  
              O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 
Sing,	choirs	of	angels;	sing	in	exultation;	 
sing,	all	ye	citizens	of	heaven	above!	 
Glory	to	God,	all	glory	in	the	highest!		Refrain 
Yea,	Lord,	we	greet	thee,	born	this	happy	morning;	 
Jesus,	to	thee	be	all	glory	given;	 
Word	of	the	Father,	now	in	flesh	appearing!		Refrain

THE ANNUNCIATION

THE JOURNEY

ANGEL CHOIR  Little Donkey 
Eric Boswell

Little donkey, little donkey on the dusty road, got to keep on plodding onwards with your precious load. 
Been a long time, little donkey, through the winter’s night, don’t give up now, little donkey, Bethlehem’s 
in sight.  Ring out those bells tonight, Bethlehem, Bethlehem.  Follow that star tonight, Bethlehem, 
Bethlehem.  Little donkey, little donkey, had a heavy day.  Little donkey, carry Mary safely on her way. 
Little donkey, little donkey, journey’s end is near, there are wise men waiting for a sign to bring them here. 
Do not falter, little donkey, there’s a star ahead; it will guide you, little donkey, to a cattle shed.

HYMN Once in Royal David’s City
Irby

Once	in	royal	David’s	city	stood	a	lowly	cattle	shed,	 
Where	a	mother	laid	her	baby	in	a	manger	for	his	bed.	 
Mary	was	that	mother	mild,	Jesus	Christ	her	little	child.
He	came	down	to	earth	from	heaven	who	is	God	and	Lord	of	all,	 
And	his	shelter	was	a	stable,	and	his	cradle	was	a	stall. 
With	the	poor,	oppressed,	and	lowly,	lived	on	earth	our	Savior	holy.
Jesus	is	our	childhood’s	pattern,	day	by	day	like	us	he	grew; 
He	was	little,	weak,	and	helpless,	tears	and	smiles	like	us	he	knew;	 
And	he	feels	for	all	our	sadness,	and	he	shares	in	all	our	gladness.
And	our	eyes	at	last	shall	see	him,	through	his	own	redeeming	love,	 
For	that	Child	so	dear	and	gentle	is	our	Lord	in	heaven	above; 
And	he	leads	his	children	on	to	the	place	where	he	is	gone.

THE SHEPHERDS SEARCH



HYMN Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
Mendelssohn

Hark!		The	herald	angels	sing,	“Glory	to	the	newborn	king.	 
Peace	on	earth	and	mercy	mild,	God	and	sinners	reconciled!”	 
Joyful,	all	ye	nations,	rise;	join	the	triumph	of	the	skies; 
with	the	angelic	host	proclaim,	“Christ	is	born	in	Bethlehem!”	 
Hark!		The	herald	angels	sing,	“Glory	to	the	newborn	king!”
Christ,	by	highest	heaven	adored,	Christ	the	everlasting	Lord,	 
late	in	time	behold	him	come,	offspring	of	the	virgin’s	womb.	 
Veiled	in	flesh	the	Godhead	see;	hail	the	incarnate	deity,	 
pleased	in	flesh	with	us	to	dwell,	Jesus,	our	Emmanuel. 
Hark!		The	herald	angels	sing,	“Glory	to	the	newborn	king!”
Hail	the	heaven-born	Prince	of	Peace!		Hail	the	sun	of	righteousness!	 
Light	and	life	to	all	he	brings,	risen	with	healing	in	his	wings. 
Mild	he	lays	his	glory	by,	born	that	we	no	more	may	die,	 
born	to	raise	us	from	the	earth,	born	to	give	us	second	birth.	 
Hark!		The	herald	angels	sing,	“Glory	to	the	newborn	king!”

THE STABLE

HYMN What Child Is This?
Greensleeves

What	child	is	this,	who,	laid	to	rest,	on	Mary’s	lap	is	sleeping? 
Whom	angels	greet	with	anthems	sweet	while	shepherds	watch	are	keeping?
Refrain: This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
              haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary!

Why	lies	he	in	such	mean	estate	where	ox	and	ass	are	feeding? 
Good	Christian,	fear;	for	sinners	here	the	silent	Word	is	pleading.		Refrain

So	bring	him	incense,	gold,	and	myrrh;	come,	one	and	all,	to	own	him.	 
The	King	of	kings	salvation	brings;	let	loving	hearts	enthrone	him.		Refrain

HYMN Away in a Manger
Mueller

Solo: Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.  
         The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus, asleep in the hay.
Angel Choir: The cattle are lowing, the poor baby wakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
                      I love thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, and stay by my side until morning is nigh.
Be	near	me,	Lord	Jesus,	I	ask	thee	to	stay	close	by	me	forever	and	love	me,	I	pray. 
Bless	all	the	dear	children	in	thy	tender	care,	and	fit	us	for	heaven	to	live	with	thee	there.

THE WISE MEN

HYMN We Three Kings of Orient Are
Kings of Orient

We	three	kings	of	orient	are,	bearing	gifts	we	traverse	afar,	 
field	and	fountain,	moor	and	mountain,	following	yonder	star.



Refrain: O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright;
              westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light!

Glorious	now	behold	him	arise,	King	and	God	and	Sacrifice;	 
Alleluia,	Alleluia,	sounds	through	the	earth	and	skies.		Refrain

TIME WITH CHILDREN

Children who have a gift for Room In The Inn may bring their gift forward at this time.

OFFERTORY    Jesus, Joy of the Highest Heaven  
Keith and Kristyn Getty  

Jesus joy of the highest heaven born as a little baby under a wondrous star like us crying he takes his first 
breath held by his mother helpless close to her beating heart Jesus laid in a lowly manger facing a world of 
dangers come to turn me a stranger into a child of God.  Jesus King of the highest heaven learning to take 
his first steps that He might bring us life like us knowing our smiles and sorrows he showed the way to 
follow a way that is true and right Jesus take away every darkness steady my simple footsteps that I might 
in your goodness live as a child of God. 

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by dropping your gift  
in the offering plate, texting give to 707-475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  

WORSHIP THE KING

LIGHTING THE CANDLES FOR CHRISTMAS

Please tilt your unlit candle toward your neighbor’s lit candle as we spread the light of Christ. 
Younger children may also light their glowsticks at this time.

HYMN Silent Night, Holy Night
Stille Nacht

Silent	night,	holy	night!		All	is	calm,	all	is	bright	 
’round	yon	virgin	mother	and	child!		Holy	Infant,	so	tender	and	mild,
sleep	in	heavenly	peace,	sleep	in	heavenly	peace.
Silent	night,	holy	night!		Shepherds	quake	at	the	sight;	 
glories	stream	from	heaven	afar;	heavenly	hosts	sing 
“Alleluia:	Christ	the	Savior	is	born;	Christ,	the	Savior	is	born.”
Silent	night,	holy	night!		Son	of	God,	love’s	pure	light 
radiant	beams	from	thy	holy	face,	with	the	dawn	of	redeeming	grace,	 
Jesus,	Lord,	at	thy	birth,	Jesus,	Lord,	at	thy	birth.

*CHARGE

*CLOSING HYMN  Joy to the World! 
Antioch

Joy	to	the	world,	the	Lord	is	come!		Let	earth	receive	her	king;	 
let	every	heart	prepare	him	room,	and	heaven	and	nature	sing, 
and	heaven	and	nature	sing,	and	heaven,	and	heaven	and	nature	sing.



Joy	to	the	earth,	the	Savior	reigns!		Let	all	their	songs	employ, 
while	fields	and	floods,	rocks,	hills,	and	plains	repeat	the	sounding	joy,	 
repeat	the	sounding	joy,	repeat,	repeat	the	sounding	joy.

No	more	let	sins	and	sorrows	grow,	nor	thorns	infest	the	ground;	 
he	comes	to	make	his	blessings	flow	far	as	the	curse	is	found, 
far	as	the	curse	is	found,	far	as,	far	as	the	curse	is	found.
He	rules	the	world	with	truth	and	grace,	and	makes	the	nations	prove	 
the	glories	of	his	righteousness	and	wonders	of	his	love, 
and	wonders	of	his	love,	and	wonders,	wonders	of	his	love

*BENEDICTION 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY This Endrys Night, A Christmas Paean 
George Oldroyd 

* Those who are able, please stand.    
† Latecomers may be seated. 

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Lighting the Advent Wreath – Ryan, Elizabeth, Annie and Graham Walker

MUSIC NOTES
This Endrys Night, A Christmas Paean by George Oldroyd from A Book of Hymn Tune Voluntaries, © 1950 Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net License #A-714895

COVER IMAGE
Harvey Ellis, Harper’s Magazine: Christmas, 1898, Lithograph, Metropolian Museum of Art, New York. https://www.metmuseum.org art/collection/
search/339102

WELCOME

First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with us 
today.  Since 1814 First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the common 
good.  We are rooted in the Reformed, orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger church.  If you 
do not have a church home, we would love to welcome you! 
Hearing	Assistance	App	Directions:	Join WiFi network.  You must be connected to this network for 
the app to work.  Network Name: FPC Guest; Password: GreenRock-81.  Download the WaveCAST 
app.  Open the app and select “First Pres Sanctuary.”  Plug in your headphones and adjust the volume to 
your preference.
To	livestream	worship or view past services, visit youtube.com/firstpresbyterianchurchofnashville.

Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, fill out a Connect Card to get more involved, update 
your contact information, or sign up for church communications.  Drop your completed Connect Card 
in the offering plate so we can follow up!

Stay informed about news and upcoming events by reading FPC’s weekly Parish News email.  
To subscribe, email communications@fpcnashville.org.



NEWS & EVENTS

Christmas	Day	Worship	|	December	25	|	11:00	a.m.	(livestreamed)	|	Sanctuary
On Sunday, December 25, spend an hour worshiping the newborn King with your church family at this 
informal, relaxed service.  There will be only one worship service at 11:00 a.m.  Nursery care and Young 
Children & Worship will not be provided.  There will be no education hour programing.

First	Sunday	of	Christmas	|	January	1	|	11:00	a.m.	(livestreamed)	|	Sanctuary	
On Sunday, January 1, there will be only one worship service at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  Nursery care 
and Young Children & Worship will not be provided.  There will be no education hour programing.

Epiphany	Bonfire	|	January	8	|	3:00	p.m.	|	South	Lawn		
Join your church family for hymn singing and burning of the greens at our third annual Epiphany Bonfire. It’s 
been a tradition since Victorian England to celebrate the end of Christmas on Twelfth Night, taking down the 
evergreens of the Christmas season and lighting a bonfire.  The greenery used to decorate for the Christmas 
season has served its purpose, and the bonfire from burning them celebrates the light and warmth of Christ 
coming into the world on one of the darkest nights of the year. 

College	Class	|	January	8	|	9:45	a.m.	|	Bryant	Conference	Room
College students on winter break are invited to attend a Sunday School class on January 8, in the Bryant 
Conference Room, located near the administration welcome desk.  Trajan Carney will teach the class, and it 
will be great to reconnect and check in over the Winter Break. 

First	Friends	Luncheon	|	Tuesday,	January	17	|	12:00	p.m.	|	Courtenay	Hall	|	Cost:	$8
The theme for January is Physical Therapy.  Lindsey Ison, PT, will be our speaker, and will be able to give 
us an overview and information about how physical therapy might benefit us personally.  As usual, we will 
be treated to a great lunch by Kim at a cost of $8 payable on the 16th.  Register online at fpcnashville.org or 
contact Sabrina at 615-298-9509.  Please register no later than January 11.

2023	Sanctuary	Flowers	for	Sunday	Worship
The flowers in the Sanctuary every Sunday morning are given by church members in memory of or in honor 
of loved ones, or in celebration of a milestone.  The donor and loved ones are acknowledged in the Sunday 
bulletin on the date you select.  The cost of a flower dedication is $300 for one arrangement, or $500 for two 
arrangements.  If you would like to provide flowers for Sunday worship, submit the form on the church website.  
Contact Kelly McMullen, Flower Committee Chair, at kelly_mc@comcast.net to answer any questions.			

HOLIDAY SCHEDULES

Sunday	School	classes will not meet on December 25 and January 1.
Church	Office will close at noon on January 30, and will be closed all day on December 26 and January 2.

STEWARDSHIP 2023
A Commitment to Christ, His Church, and His Kingdom

This special, wonderful season of the year should cause us to stop and reflect on the many blessings that 
God so generously provides each of us.  In gratitude and response for these blessings, let us commit to 
doing our part to ensure that the Christ-centered vital programs, ministries, and mission partnerships we 
support continue to receive the funding essential to flourish.
You	can	make	your	pledge	by	placing	a	completed	pledge	card	in	the	mail	or	in	the	
offering	plate.		You	can	also	make	a	virtual	pledge	by	going	to	fpcnashville.org/
generosity,	or	scan	the	QR	code.  
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