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CHRISTMAS EVE
December 24, 2022 

8:00 p.m.



PRELUDE

Noel: Grand Jeu et Duo Louis-Claude D’Aquin

Fantasia on “Greensleeves” Ralph Vaughn Williams

La Nativite from Poemes Evangeliques Jean Langlais

‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime     arr. Frances L. Callahan

Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella arr. Martha Lynn Thompson

Gesu Bambino  Pietro Yon 

When blossoms flower e’er ’mid the snows, upon a winter night, was born the child, the christmas rose, the 
king of love and light.  The angels sang, the shepherds sang, the grateful earth rejoiced; and at his blessed 
birth the stars their exultation voiced.  O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.  Again the heart with 
rapture glows to greet the holy night, that gave the world its christmas rose, its king of love and light.  Let 
ev’ry voice acclaim his name, the grateful chorus swell from paradise to earth he came that we with him 
might dwell.  O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

ORDER OF WORSHIP

*WELCOME

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE Price Family

Reader 1: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
Reader 2: He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him.  
Reader 1: In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
Reader 2: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  
Reader 1: The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
All:	 	And	the	Word	became	flesh	and	lived	among	us,	and	we	have	seen	his	glory,	the	glory	as	

of	a	father’s	only	son,	full	of	grace	and	truth.	

*†OPENING HYMN  Once in Royal David’s City
Irby

Soloist: Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed,   
             where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed.   
             Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.   
Choir: He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,   
            and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall.   
            With the poor and mean and lowly lived on earth our Savior holy.  
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WORDS OF PREPARATION

“Christians believe that in Jesus of Nazareth, a Jewish rabbi who lived in the first century, 
God was among us as a human being, like us in all things but sin, really God, but also really 
human… Jesus’ story began when God became incarnate… Christian theology explains 
how divinity can unite with humanity, and the Bible gives us a story about it—the story of 
Christmas.”

— William C. Placher



And	through	all	his	wondrous	childhood	he	would	honor	and	obey,	 
love	and	watch	the	lowly	maiden,	in	whose	gentle	arms	he	lay:	 
Christian	children	all	must	be	mild,	obedient,	good	as	he.	
For	he	is	our	childhood’s	pattern,	day	by	day	like	us	he	grew,		 
he	was	little,	weak,	and	helpless,	tears	and	smiles	like	us	he	knew:		 
and	he	feeleth	for	our	sadness,	and	he	shareth	in	our	gladness.		
And	our	eyes	at	last	shall	see	him,	through	his	own	redeeming	love;		 
for	that	Child	so	dear	and	gentle	is	our	Lord	in	heaven	above;		 
and	he	leads	his	children	on	to	the	place	where	he	is	gone.		
Not	in	that	poor	lowly	stable,	with	the	oxen	standing	by,		 
we	shall	see	him;	but	in	heaven,	set	at	God’s	right	hand	on	high;		 
when	like	stars	his	children	crowned	all	in	white	shall	wait	around.			

CHRISTMAS PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER   Dr. Sandra Randleman

People:		 	O	God,	you	have	caused	this	holy	night	to	shine	with	the	brightness	of	the	true	Light:	
Grant	that	we,	who	have	known	the	mystery	of	that	Light	on	earth,	may	also	enjoy	him	
perfectly	in	heaven;	where	with	you	and	the	Holy	Spirit	he	lives	and	reigns,	one	God,	in	
glory	everlasting.

Leader:   We pray in the name of Jesus, who taught us to pray:
People:	  Our	Father	who	art	in	heaven,	hallowed	be	thy	name.	Thy	kingdom	come,	thy	will	be	done,	

on	earth	as	it	is	in	heaven.	Give	us	this	day	our	daily	bread;	and	forgive	us	our	debts,	as	we	
forgive	our	debtors;	and	lead	us	not	into	temptation,	but	deliver	us	from	evil.	For	thine	is	
the	kingdom	and	the	power	and	the	glory,	forever.	Amen.

FIRST LESSON | Genesis 3:8–15  Matt King

Adam and Eve rebel against God.

8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and 
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord 
God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the 
garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were 
naked?  Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman 
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the Lord God said to the 
woman, “What is this that you have done?”  The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 The 
Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above 
all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 15 I will put 
enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your 
head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

ANTHEM   Before the Marvel of this Night   
Carl Schalk

Before the marvel of this night, adoring, fold your wings and bow, then tear the sky apart with light and 
with your news the world endow.  Proclaim the birth of Christ and peace, that fear and death and sorrow 
cease: sing peace, sing gift of peace!  Awake the sleeping world with song, this is the day the Lord has 
made.  Assemble here, celestial throng, in royal splendor come arrayed.  Give earth a glimpse of heav’nly 



bliss, a teasing taste of what they miss: sing bliss, sing endless bliss!  The love that we have always known, 
our constant joy and endless light, now to the loveless world be shown, now break upon its deathly night. 
Into one song compress the love, that rules our universe above: sing love, sing God is love! 

SECOND LESSON | Genesis 22:15–18   Marie Maxwell

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall the nations of the earth be blessed. 

15 And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and said, “By myself I have 
sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I 
will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is 
on the seashore.  And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all 
the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”

ANTHEM   The Holly and the Ivy 
arr. Walford Davies

The holly and the ivy, when they are both full grown; of all the trees that are in the wood the holly bears 
the crown.  O the rising of the sun and the running of the deer, the playing of the merry organ, sweet 
singing in the choir.  The holly bears a blossom as white as any flower; and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
to be our sweet Savior.  The holly bears a berry as red as any blood; and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ to 
do poor sinners good.  The holly bears a prickle as sharp as any thorn; and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
on Christmas Day in the morn.  The holly bears a bark as bitter as any gall; and Mary bore sweet Jesus 
Christ for to redeem us all.

THIRD LESSON | Isaiah 9:2–7    Dr. John Musgrave  

Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah.  

2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
on them has light shone. 3 You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before 
you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 4 For the yoke of his burden, and 
the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5 For every 
boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for 
the fire. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 

Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over 
his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and 
forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

ANTHEM   Quittez Pastores (sung in French) 
arr. John Rutter 

Leave, shepherds, leave your peaceful flocks a grazing! No longer grieve, but come, O come away! Come 
and adore, your tears all changed to praising; Of Him the heav’nly king, O sing, O sing Your Savior 
born this happy day. There, lowly laid, within a manger narrow, A lovely maid and infant thou shalt see! 
His tender love hath sought thee in thy sorrow— Thy darkness to remove! He came, to prove A loving 
Shepherd’s care for thee! Kings from the east! His star will guide thee truly! Where He doth rest, in love 
and faith draw near: Our rising sun receives thy homage duly! O bring to Him, each one—Each one! Each 
one! Your incense and your gold and myrrh! Who canst do all things surely, hearts enshrine Thine ardors 
sweet and fair! For peace is his For peace is His that through Thee liveth purely! And added unto this, all 
joy, and bliss— Since God hath sent His Savior here! 



FOURTH LESSON | Isaiah 11:1–9  Hannah King

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown. 

1 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 2 And 
the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and 
might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 3 And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 4 but with righteousness 
he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with 
the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the 
belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 6 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 
shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child 
shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall 
eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put 
his hand on the adder’s den. 9 They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.

*HYMN  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
Carol 

For	lo,	the	days	are	hastening	on,	by	prophets	seen	of	old,	 
when	with	the	ever-circling	years	comes	round	the	age	of	gold;	 
when	peace	shall	over	all	the	earth	its	ancient	splendors	fling,	 
and	the	whole	world	give	back	the	song	which	now	the	angels	sing.	 

FIFTH LESSON | Luke 1:26–38   Dr. Stuart Gordon  

The angel Gabriel salutes the blessed Virgin Mary.  

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin 
betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And 
he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at 
the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And 
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since 
I am a virgin?” 35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And 
behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her 
who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the 
servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

ANTHEM   Personent Hodie (sung in Latin)  
arr. Gustav Holst

Let resound today the voices of children, joyfully praising Him who is born to us, given by most high 
God, and conceived in a virginal womb. He was born into the world, wrapped in swaddling clothes, and 
laid in a manger in a stable for animals, the master of the heavens. The prince of Hell has lost his spoils. 
Three Magi came, they were bearing gifts, and sought the little one, following a star, to worship him, 
and offer him gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Let all the junior clerics and also the boys sing like angels: 
“You have come to the world, I pour out praises to you. Therefore, glory to God in the highest!”    



SIXTH LESSON | Luke 2:1–7  Becky Campbell  

St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 

1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was 
the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to his own 
town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, 
his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And 
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn.

ANTHEM  What Is This Lovely Fragrance   
Michael Larkin   

Shepherds, what is this lovely fragrance that now our senses so delight?  Do not the flowers that bloom in 
spring send forth their scent like this tonight?  What is this dazzling light, now shining in the night, that 
strikes our eyes?  N’ere shines the morning star so brightly, never as radiant in the skies?  In Bethlehem, 
low in a manger, find your Redeemer born for you.  Go, and adore without delay.  Praise your Redeemer 
born today?  Glory to God in highest heaven, eternal praises let us sing!  Let peace abide in ev’ry land; Let 
grace abound in ev’ry heart.

 SEVENTH LESSON | Luke 2:8–21 Kathy King

 The shepherds go to the manger.  

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news 
of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with 
whom he is pleased!” 15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a 
manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this 
child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all 
these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 21 And at the end of eight days, when he was 
circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

ANTHEM   My Lord Has Come
Will Todd

Shepherds, called by angels, called by love and angels; no place for them but a stable. My Lord has come. 
Sages, searching for stars, searching for love in Heaven; no place for them but a stable. My Lord has 
come. His love will hold me, His love will cherish me, love will cradle me. Lead me to see Him, sages and 
shepherds and angels; no place for me but a stable. My Lord has come. 



SCRIPTURE READING |  Galatians 4:4–7

4  But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to  
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you are 
sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a 
slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks	be	to	God.	

MEDITATION    The	Fullness	of	Time Dr.  Ryan Moore
“So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.” —Galatians 4:7 

OFFERTORY   On Christmas Night All Christians Sing (Sussex Carol)    
arr. David Willcocks 

On Christmas night all Christians sing, to hear the news the angels bring, news of great joy, news of great 
mirth, news of our merciful King’s birth.  Then why should men on earth be so sad, since our Redeemer 
made us glad, when from our sin he set us free, all for to gain our liberty?  When sin departs before his 
grace, then life and health come in its place; angels and men with joy may sing, all for to see the newborn 
King.  All out of darkness we have light, which made the angels sing this night: Glory to God and peace to 
men, now and for evermore.  Amen. 

EIGHTH LESSON | Matthew 2:1–11   Mallory Hammond

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.   

1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from 
the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his 
star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, 
and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by 
the prophet: 6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 7 Then Herod summoned 
the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them 
to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me 
word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And 
behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place 
where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going 
into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, 
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.

*HYMN O Little Town of Bethlehem 
St. Louis 

O	little	town	of	Bethlehem,	how	still	we	see	thee	lie!		 
Above	thy	deep	and	dreamless	sleep	the	silent	stars	go	by.		 
Yet	in	thy	dark	streets	shineth	the	everlasting	light;		 
the	hopes	and	fears	of	all	the	years	are	met	in	thee	tonight.			



For	Christ	is	born	of	Mary;	and	gathered	all	above,		 
while	mortals	sleep,	the	angels	keep	their	watch	of	wondering	love.		 
O	morning	stars,	together	proclaim	the	holy	birth!		 
And	praises	sing	to	God	the	King,	and	peace	to	all	on	earth.			
How	silently,	how	silently,	the	wondrous	gift	is	given!		 
So	God	imparts	to	human	hearts	the	blessings	of	his	heaven.		 
No	ear	may	hear	his	coming,	but	in	this	world	of	sin,		 
where	meek	souls	will	receive	him,	still	the	dear	Christ	enters	in.		
O	holy	Child	of	Bethlehem,	descend	to	us,	we	pray;		 
cast	out	our	sin	and	enter	in,	be	born	in	us	today.		 
We	hear	the	Christmas	angels	the	great	glad	tidings	tell;		 
O	come	to	us,	abide	with	us,	our	Lord	Emmanuel!

NINTH LESSON | John 1:1–14    

St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 
beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that 
was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but 
came to bear witness about the light. 9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 
world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He 
came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed 
in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will 
of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

LIGHTING THE CANDLES OF CHRISTMAS 

Please tilt your unlit candle toward your neighbor’s lit candle as we share the light of Christ.

HYMN Silent Night, Holy Night
Stille Nacht

Silent	night,	holy	night!		All	is	calm,	all	is	bright	’round	yon	virgin	mother	and	Child!		 
Holy	Infant,	so	tender	and	mild,	sleep	in	heavenly	peace;	sleep	in	heavenly	peace;.	
Silent	night,	holy	night!		Shepherds	quake	at	the	sight;	glories	stream	from	heaven	afar,	 
heavenly	hosts	sing:	“Alleluia:	Christ	the	Savior	is	born;	Christ	the	Savior	is	born.”		
Silent	night,	holy	night!		Son	of	God,	love’s	pure	light	radiant	beams	from	thy	holy	face,	 
with	the	dawn	of	redeeming	grace,	Jesus,	Lord,	at	thy	birth,	Jesus,	Lord	at	thy	birth.	
Silent	night,	holy	night!		Wondrous	star,	lend	thy	light;	with	the	angels	let	us	sing	 
Alleluia	to	our	King:	Christ	the	Savior	is	born;	Christ	the	Savior	is	born.

*CHARGE 



*CLOSING HYMN Joy to the World
Antioch 

Joy	to	the	world,	the	Lord	is	come!		Let	earth	receive	her	King;		 
let	every	heart	prepare	him	room,	and	heaven	and	nature	sing,		 
and	heaven	and	nature	sing,	and	heaven,	and	heaven	and	nature	sing.	
Joy	to	the	earth,	the	Savior	reigns!		Let	all	their	songs	employ,		 
while	fields	and	floods,	rocks,	hills,	and	plains,	repeat	the	sounding	joy,		 
repeat	the	sounding	joy,	repeat,	repeat	the	sounding	joy.	
No	more	let	sins	and	sorrows	grow,	nor	thorns	infest	the	ground;		 
he	comes	to	make	his	blessings	flow	far	as	the	curse	is	found,		 
far	as	the	curse	is	found,	far	as,	far	as	the	curse	is	found.	
He	rules	the	world	with	truth	and	grace,	and	makes	the	nations	prove		 
the	glories	of	his	righteousness	and	wonders	of	his	love,		 
and	wonders	of	his	love,	and	wonders,	wonders	of	his	love.		

*BENEDICTION

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Final from Variations on a Noel 
Marcel Dupré

May the peace and joy of this Christmas fill every heart and home.

* Those who are able, please stand.    
† Latecomers may be seated. 
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WELCOME

First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with 
us today.  Since 1814 First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the 
common good.  We are rooted in the Reformed, orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger 
church.  If you do not have a church home, we would love to welcome you! 

Hearing	Assistance	App	Directions:	Join WiFi network. You must be connected to this network for 
the app to work. Network Name: FPC Guest; Password: GreenRock-81. Download the WaveCAST 
app. Open the app and select “First Pres Sanctuary.” Plug in your headphones and adjust the volume 
to your preference.

To	livestream	worship or view past services, visit youtube.com/firstpresbyterianchurchofnashville.

Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, fill out a Connect Card to get more involved, update 
your contact information, or sign up for church communications.  Drop your completed Connect Card 
in the offering plate so we can follow up!

Stay informed about news and upcoming events by reading FPC’s weekly Parish News email.  
To subscribe, email communications@fpcnashville.org.



NEWS & EVENTS

Christmas	Day	Worship	|	December	25	|	11:00	a.m.	(livestreamed)	|	Sanctuary
On Sunday, December 25, spend an hour worshiping the newborn King with your church family at this 
informal, relaxed service.  There will be only one worship service at 11:00 a.m.  Nursery care and Young 
Children & Worship will not be provided.  There will be no education hour programing.

First	Sunday	of	Christmas	|	January	1	|	11:00	a.m.	(livestreamed)	|	Sanctuary	
On Sunday, January 1, there will be only one worship service at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  Nursery care 
and Young Children & Worship will not be provided.  There will be no education hour programing.

Epiphany	Bonfire	|	January	8	|	3:00	p.m.	|	South	Lawn		
Join your church family for hymn singing and burning of the greens at our third annual Epiphany Bonfire. It’s 
been a tradition since Victorian England to celebrate the end of Christmas on Twelfth Night, taking down the 
evergreens of the Christmas season and lighting a bonfire.  The greenery used to decorate for the Christmas 
season has served its purpose, and the bonfire from burning them celebrates the light and warmth of Christ 
coming into the world on one of the darkest nights of the year. 

College	Class	|	January	8	|	9:45	a.m.	|	Bryant	Conference	Room
College students on winter break are invited to attend a Sunday School class on January 8, in the Bryant 
Conference Room, located near the administration welcome desk.  Trajan Carney will teach the class, and it 
will be great to reconnect and check in over the Winter Break. 

First	Friends	Luncheon	|	Tuesday,	January	17	|	12:00	p.m.	|	Courtenay	Hall	|	Cost:	$8
The theme for January is Physical Therapy.  Lindsey Ison, PT, will be our speaker, and will be able to give 
us an overview and information about how physical therapy might benefit us personally.  As usual, we will 
be treated to a great lunch by Kim at a cost of $8 payable on the 16th.  Register online at fpcnashville.org or 
contact Sabrina at 615-298-9509.  Please register no later than January 11.

Grief	Support	Group	|	Sundays	|	3:00-4:30	p.m.	|	January	22-February	12
FPC will offer a grief support group on Sunday afternoons, 3:00-4:30 p.m., January 22 through February 12.  
The grief support group will focus on understanding the stages and feelings of grief, as well as how prayer 
can help us in seeking the comfort of God during the very difficult time of grieving the losses of life.  The 
psalms of lament in the Bible will provide a model for our study of prayer.  For more information, contact Dr. 
Sandra Randleman, srandleman@fpcnashville.org or 615-298-9502.

Inquirers	Class	|	Saturday,	February	12	|	9:00	a.m.-1:00	p.m.
The next Inquirers Class will be offered as a one-day retreat on Saturday, Feburary 12, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m.  If you are interested in joining the class or just learning more about membership at First Presbyterian, 
reach out to Rev. Sandra Randleman (srandleman@fpcnashville.org or 615-298-9502).

2023	Sanctuary	Flowers	for	Sunday	Worship
The flowers in the Sanctuary every Sunday morning are given by church members in memory of or in honor 
of loved ones, or in celebration of a milestone.  The donor and loved ones are acknowledged in the Sunday 
bulletin on the date you select.  The cost of a flower dedication is $300 for one arrangement, or $500 for two 
arrangements.  If you would like to provide flowers for Sunday worship, submit the form on the church website.  
Contact Kelly McMullen, Flower Committee Chair, at kelly_mc@comcast.net to answer any questions.			

HOLIDAY SCHEDULES

Sunday	School	classes will not meet on December 25 and January 1.
Church	Office will close at noon on January 30, and will be closed all day on December 26 and January 2.



Stewardship 2022 — Finishing Strong

Have you completed your pledge for 2022?  A significant part of our budget that we are 
responsible for each December includes our commitment to the many mission partners that rely 
on our generosity.  If you have an outstanding balance, please try to complete it as soon as you 
can.
A few dates you may wish to keep in mind:

1. The Finance Office will be open until 4:30 p.m. on Friday, December 30, 2022 for in-
person contribution dropoff.

2. Any gift given online on or before December 31, 2022, or posted marked in the mail on 
or before December 31, 2022, will be credited to the 2022 Contribution Statement.

Thank you for all you do for your church, and thank you for completing your pledge for 2022.

STEWARDSHIP 2023
A Commitment to Christ, His Church, and His Kingdom

This special, wonderful season of the year should cause us to stop and reflect on the many blessings that 
God so generously provides each of us.  In gratitude and response for these blessings, let us commit to doing 
our part to ensure that the Christ-centered vital programs, ministries, and mission partnerships we support 
continue to receive the funding essential to flourish.
You	can	make	your	pledge	by	placing	a	completed	pledge	card	in	the	mail	or	in	the	
offering	plate.		You	can	also	make	a	virtual	pledge	by	going	to	fpcnashville.org/
generosity,	or	scan	the	QR	code.  
So many are counting on us to make a difference in their lives.  Please pray about what your 
response should be!  Thank you.

2023 CAMPAIGN REPORT

417 Pledges $3,224,449 Pledged
Our goal for 2023 is to increase the number Our goal for 2023 is to increase each pledge
of household pledges from 516 to 530. by $200.

79% GOAL
$4,100K


