
CHRISTMAS DAY
December 25, 2022

11:00 a.m.

For Christ, for His kingdom, and for the common good. Since 1814.

And the shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all they had 

heard and seen, as it had been told them.
- Luke 2:20



ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  In dulci jubilo 
Dietrich Buxtehude

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP  Dr. Ryan Moore 

Pastor:  Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights.
All:  Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host.
Pastor:  Praise the Lord from the earth, for his name alone is exalted; his glory is above earth and heaven.
All:  Let us all praise the Lord!

*†OPENING HYMN 133  O Come, All Ye Faithful 
Adeste Fidelis

*PRAYER OF ADORATION Lacy Sheppard 

FIRST LESSON | Isaiah 9:2-7   

2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
on them has light shone. 3 You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 4 For the yoke of his burden and the 
staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5 For every boot of 
the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 6 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of 
his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish 
it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the 
Lord of hosts will do this. 

Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

DECEM BER 25 ,  2022  Christmas Day

WORDS OF PREPARATION

Lo, in the silent night 
A child to God is born
And is brought again

That ere was lost or lorn.
Could but thy soul, O man, 

Become a silent night! 
God would be born in thee  
And set all things aright.

                                            — 15th Century



CALL TO CONFESSION  Dr. Stuart Gordon

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Have mercy on us, O, Lord, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot 
out our transgressions. We have rebelled against you and your promises. Pardon all our sins, known 
and unknown, felt and unfelt, confessed and unconfessed, remembered and forgotten. Forgive us 
when our hearts place some created object or human person or goal before you.  Deliver us from 
hard thoughts, slanderous and unkind words and unworthy actions.  May we be childlike in our trust 
of you, loving you with all our soul, body, mind and strength and our neighbor as ourselves. Create 
in us a clean heart and a new and a right spirit.  In Jesus’ name.

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE Joy to the World  
Antioch

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground.  
He comes to make his blessings flow  
far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found,  
far as, far as the curse is found.  

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH | Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence 
by signing the friendship pad and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.

‡BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES  

HYMN OF PREPARATION 110 Love Has Come 
Bring a Torch

SCRIPTURE READING | Luke 2:1-20 

1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was 
the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to his own 
town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of  David, 
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with 



Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 
7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn. 8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, 
for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those 
with whom he is pleased!”15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known 
to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when 
they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard 
it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her 
heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them. 

Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                                    Pondering in Our Hearts Dr. Sandra Randleman

OFFERTORY  The Virgin’s Slumber Song
Max Reger

Amid the roses Mary sits and rocks her Jesus child, while amid the treetops sighs the breeze so warm and 
mild.  And soft and sweetly sings a bird upon the bough: Ah, baby, dear one, slumber now!  Happy is thy 
laughter, holy is thy silent rest, lay thy head in slumber, fondly on thy Mother’s breast!  Ah, baby, dear one, 
slumber now!

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  Dr. John Musgrave

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, forever.  Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN 119 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
Mendelssohn

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Swiss Noel
Louis-Claude D’Aquin 

* Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated.



PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor 
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Senior Associate Pastor for Christian Formation & Witness  
John Musgrave, DMin – Parish Associate
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions 
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist  
Sara Crigger – Alto

MUSIC NOTES
Love Has Come: words by Ken Bible © 1996 LNWHymns.com (admin MusicServices) All rights reserved. Used by permission.

WELCOME

First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with 
us today.  Since 1814 First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the 
common good.  We are rooted in the Reformed, orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger 
church.  If you do not have a church home, we would love to welcome you! 

Hearing Assistance App Directions: Join WiFi network.  You must be connected to this network for 
the app to work.  Network Name: FPC Guest; Password: GreenRock-81.  Download the WaveCAST 
app.  Open the app and select “First Pres Sanctuary.”  Plug in your headphones and adjust the volume 
to your preference.

To livestream worship or view past services, visit youtube.com/firstpresbyterianchurchofnashville.

Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, fill out a Connect Card to get more involved, update 
your contact information, or sign up for church communications.  Drop your completed Connect Card 
in the offering plate so we can follow up!

Stay informed about news and upcoming events by reading FPC’s weekly Parish News email.  
To subscribe, email communications@fpcnashville.org.



NEWS & EVENTS

First Sunday of Christmas | January 1 | 11:00 a.m. (livestreamed) | Sanctuary 
On Sunday, January 1, there will be only one worship service at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary.  Nursery care 
and Young Children & Worship will not be provided.  There will be no education hour programing.

Epiphany Bonfire | January 8 | 3:00 p.m. | South Lawn  
Join your church family for hymn singing and burning of the greens at our third annual Epiphany Bonfire. It’s 
been a tradition since Victorian England to celebrate the end of Christmas on Twelfth Night, taking down the 
evergreens of the Christmas season and lighting a bonfire.  The greenery used to decorate for the Christmas 
season has served its purpose, and the bonfire from burning them celebrates the light and warmth of Christ 
coming into the world on one of the darkest nights of the year. 

College Class | January 8 | 9:45 a.m. | Bryant Conference Room
College students on winter break are invited to attend a Sunday School class on January 8, in the Bryant 
Conference Room, located near the administration welcome desk.  Trajan Carney will teach the class, and it 
will be great to reconnect and check in over the Winter Break. 

First Friends Luncheon | Tuesday, January 17 | 12:00 p.m. | Courtenay Hall | Cost: $8
The theme for January is Physical Therapy.  Lindsey Ison, PT, will be our speaker, and will be able to give 
us an overview and information about how physical therapy might benefit us personally.  As usual, we will 
be treated to a great lunch by Kim at a cost of $8 payable on the 16th.  Register online at fpcnashville.org or 
contact Sabrina at 615-298-9509.  Please register no later than January 11.

Grief Support Group | Sundays | 3:00-4:30 p.m. | January 22-February 12
FPC will offer a grief support group on Sunday afternoons, 3:00-4:30 p.m., January 22 through February 12.  
The grief support group will focus on understanding the stages and feelings of grief, as well as how prayer 
can help us in seeking the comfort of God during the very difficult time of grieving the losses of life.  The 
psalms of lament in the Bible will provide a model for our study of prayer.  For more information, contact Dr. 
Sandra Randleman, srandleman@fpcnashville.org or 615-298-9502.

Inquirers Class | Saturday, February 12 | 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
The next Inquirers Class will be offered as a one-day retreat on Saturday, Feburary 12, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m.  If you are interested in joining the class or just learning more about membership at First Presbyterian, 
reach out to Rev. Sandra Randleman (srandleman@fpcnashville.org or 615-298-9502).

2023 Sanctuary Flowers for Sunday Worship
The flowers in the Sanctuary every Sunday morning are given by church members in memory of or in honor 
of loved ones, or in celebration of a milestone.  The donor and loved ones are acknowledged in the Sunday 
bulletin on the date you select.  The cost of a flower dedication is $300 for one arrangement, or $500 for two 
arrangements.  If you would like to provide flowers for Sunday worship, submit the form on the church website.  
Contact Kelly McMullen, Flower Committee Chair, at kelly_mc@comcast.net to answer any questions.   

HOLIDAY SCHEDULES

Sunday School classes will not meet on January 1.
Church Office will close at noon on January 30, and will be closed all day on December 26 and January 2.



Stewardship 2022 — Finishing Strong

Have you completed your pledge for 2022?  A significant part of our budget that we are 
responsible for each December includes our commitment to the many mission partners that rely 
on our generosity.  If you have an outstanding balance, please try to complete it as soon as you 
can.
A few dates you may wish to keep in mind:

1. The Finance Office will be open until 4:30 p.m. on Friday, December 30, 2022 for in-
person contribution dropoff.

2. Any gift given online on or before December 31, 2022, or posted marked in the mail on 
or before December 31, 2022, will be credited to the 2022 Contribution Statement.

Thank you for all you do for your church, and thank you for completing your pledge for 2022.

STEWARDSHIP 2023
A Commitment to Christ, His Church, and His Kingdom

This special, wonderful season of the year should cause us to stop and reflect on the many blessings that 
God so generously provides each of us.  In gratitude and response for these blessings, let us commit to 
doing our part to ensure that the Christ-centered vital programs, ministries, and mission partnerships we 
support continue to receive the funding essential to flourish.
You can make your pledge by placing a completed pledge card in the mail or in the 
offering plate.  You can also make a virtual pledge by going to fpcnashville.org/
generosity, or scan the QR code.  
So many are counting on us to make a difference in their lives.  Please pray about what your response 
should be!  Thank you.

2023 CAMPAIGN REPORT

417 Pledges $3,224,449 Pledged
Our goal for 2023 is to increase the number Our goal for 2023 is to increase each pledge
of household pledges from 516 to 530. by $200.

79% GOAL
$4,100K


