
6TH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
February 12, 2023

11:00 a.m.

To know Christ, to make Him known and to exhibit His love through worship, education and service.



ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Procession  
Albert Zabel

WELCOME AND MINUTE FOR MISSION Dr. Ivan Rusyn

INTROIT  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
arr. Jeffrey L. Ames

Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!  O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and 
salvation!  All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near; join me in glad adoration!

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Dr. Stuart Gordon  

Pastor: Praise the Lord.
All: The Lord’s name be praised!
Pastor:  Let us worship the eternal God, the source of love and life, who creates us.
All:  Let us worship Jesus Christ, the risen one, who lives among us. 
Pastor: Let us worship the Spirit, the holy fire, who renews us.
All: To the one true God be praise in all times and places, through the grace of Jesus Christ.

*†OPENING HYMN 275  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
Ein′ Feste Burg

*PRAYER OF ADORATION   Leah Hawkins

FIRST LESSON |  Psalm 46 (page 471) Yeva Diachenko

1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 2 Therefore we will not fear though the 
earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 3 though its waters roar and 
foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of 
God, the holy habitation of the Most High. 5 God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; God will 
help her when morning dawns. 6 The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
7 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 8 Come, behold the works of the Lord, 
how he has brought desolations on the earth. 9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the 
bow and shatters the spear; he burns the chariots with fire. 10 “Be still, and know that I am God.  I will be 
exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!” 11 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob 
is our fortress.

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

FEBRUARY 12 ,  2023  Sixth Sunday after Epiphany

WORDS OF PREPARATION

“God loves human beings.  God loves the world.  Not an ideal human, but human beings as they are; not 
an ideal world, but the real world.  What we find repulsive in their opposition to God, what we shrink 
back from with pain and hostility ... this is for God the ground of unfathomable love.”

                                                                                  ~ Dietrich Bonhoeffer



CALL TO CONFESSION  Dr. Stuart Gordon 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent; for the sake of 
your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen.

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  To God Be the Glory  
Crosby/Doane

To God be the glory; great things he has done!  
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,  
who yielded his life an atonement for sin,  
and opened the life-gate that all may go in. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the earth hear his voice!  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the people rejoice!  
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son,  
and give him the glory: great things he has done!

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH |  Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence by signing 
the friendship pad and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.

‡BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES  

‡ During the services, PreK and Kindergarten children (ages 4–6) 
are invited to join Young Children & Worship.

ANTHEM Spirit of the Living God  
Daniel Iverson/arr. Brandon Williams

Spirit of the Living God fall afresh on me.  Spirit of the Living God fall afresh on me.  Melt me, mold me, fill 
me, use me.  Spirit of the Living God fall afresh on me.



SCRIPTURE READING |  Ephesians 5:15-20 (NRSV)

15 Be careful, then, how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 16 making the most of the time, because 
the days are evil. 17 So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 Do not get drunk 
with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19 as you sing psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs to one another, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, 20 giving thanks to 
God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON                                          Faithful Intoxication Dr. L. Gregory Jones
“...but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms  

and hymns and spiritual songs...” ~ Ephesians 5:18-19

OFFERTORY   I Don’ Feel No Ways Tired  
arr. Stacey V. Gibbs

O, I’m seeking for a city, hallelujah!  For a city into the kingdom, hallelujah!  Oh Lord, I don’t feel no ways 
tired, Oh, children, glory hallelujah!

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by dropping your gift  
in the offering plate, texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN 840 When Peace like a River  
Ville Du Havre

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE   His Light Still Shines
Moses Hogan

His light still shines all around us.  Yes it’s true he walks beside us.  His light still shines all around us.  
His love to guide us.  Amen. 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Toccato from Suite No. 1   
Florence Price

*  Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated.



PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Sr. Associate Pastor for Christian Formation & Witness
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music  
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist 
FPC Handbell Choir, Peter Rogahn – Director
Belmont Chorale, Dr. Jeffrey Ames – Director
Jeb Burton, Elijah Moore – Acolytes 

MUSIC NOTES
Procession – Albert Zabel (c) 1978 Shawnee Press Used by permission. OneLicense.net License #A-714895 
Spirit of the Living God – Daniel Iverson ©1963 Jubilate Music. Used by permission. OneLicense.net License #A-71895
His Light Still Shines – Moses Hogan © 1999 by Hal Leonard Corporation. Used by permission. OneLicense.net License #A-71895
Toccato from Suite No. 1 – Florence Price (ClarNan Editions, 2020; a division of Classical Vocal Reprints)

COVER IMAGE
Crucifixion, by Ukrainian artist/iconographer Natalya Rusetska, 2017

WELCOME
First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with 
us today.  Since 1814 First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the 
common good.  We are rooted in the Reformed, orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger 
church.  If you do not have a church home, we would love to welcome you! 

HEARING ASSISTANCE 
App Directions: Join WiFi network.  You must be connected to this network for the app to work.  
Network Name: FPC Guest.  Password: GreenRock-81.  Download the WaveCAST app.  Open the app 
and select “First Pres Sanctuary.”  Plug in your headphones and adjust the volume to your preference.

CONNECT CARD
If you are new to our community, we would love to get to know you and welcome you personally into 
the life and ministry of First Presbyterian Church.  Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, 
fill out a Connect Card to get more involved, update your contact information, or sign up for church 
communications.  Drop your completed Connect Card in the offering plate so we can follow up!

WORSHIP LIVESTREAM

To livestream worship or view past services, visit youtube.com/firstpresbyterianchurchofnashville.



NEWS & EVENTS 

First Friends Luncheon | Thursday, February 16 | 12:00 p.m. | Courtenay Hall | Cost $8
Legal Issues for Seniors with Warner McNeilly, Attorney at Law.  Have questions about estate planning? 
Worried about probate issues?  Wondering how you might lessen your tax burden?  Curious about benefits 
of giving to a charity such as First Presbyterian Church, Nashville?  Confused over survivor benefit?  If this 
sounds interesting and beneficial to you, come join us as we listen and ask questions of Warner McNeilly. 
Please register on the church website or email Sabrina (svlahos@fpcnashville.org).

Moonlighters Big Band | Saturday, February 18 | 1:00-3:00 p.m. | Enrichment Center
First Friends invites church members and guests to enjoy a big band performance by the Moonlighters, 
a 20-piece band based in Nashville, that plays the standards from an era where swing was king.  If you 
like Dorsey, Glen Miller, Sinatra or Bobby Darin, then you will love their music.  Light refreshments will 
be provided.  There is no cost for this event, however, please register so we know how many to plan for.  
Register on the church website or email Sabrina (svlahos@fpcnashville.org). 

Strategies for Coping with Stress | Tuesday, February 21 | 4:30-5:30 p.m. | Vance Hall 
You are invited to join our Stephen Ministers for a presentation by Amy Ferrell, a counselor with SE Psych 
Nashville, on the topic of handling our feelings of stress and anxiety and helping others experiencing these 
feelings.  For more information, contact Sandra Randleman (srandleman@fpcnashville.org or 615-298-9502).

Ash Wednesday Supper and Service | Wednesday, February 22
We invite you to join us for supper at 5:30 and a service of worship at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, February 22.  
The Lenten journey from the ashes of death to resurrected life begins on Ash Wednesday and culminates 
with Holy Week and Easter Sunday.  Ash Wednesday reminds us that unless we are willing to die to our old 
selves, we cannot be raised to new life with Christ.  This is symbolized through the imposition of ashes — 
placing a cross on one’s forehead.  Before the service, a dinner of soup and salad will be served at 5:30 p.m. 
in Courtenay Hall.  Childcare will be provided during the service.

Winter Pickleball | Wednesdays | 5:30-7:30 p.m. | January-February | Enrichment Center
Come join us on Wednesday evenings for Pickleball with friends!  All ages are welcome and no experience 
is necessary for a good time.  We will play together on Wednesday evenings through the end of February 
(excluding Ash Wednesday, February 22).  Bring your own paddle, but if you don’t have one, come anyway.  
Lip Davis is the King of Pickleball and will have you enjoying yourself in no time.  Please email Erika with 
questions at eshapiro@fpcnashville.org.

Inquirers Class | Postponed Until April 22
The next Inquirers Class will be led by Dr. Ryan Moore on Saturday, April 22.  If you are interested in 
joining the class, or just learning more about membership at First Presbyterian Church, please contact Sandra 
Randleman (srandleman@fpcnashville.org or 615-298-9502).

FPC Bookstore
This Sunday, BookMarks, our FPC bookstore, will be selling books by our beloved Roxie Gibson.  All Hey 
God books will be $2, and On Grandmas’ Mountain will be $5.  Stop by to buy a special memento of Roxie!

2023 Sanctuary Flowers for Sunday Worship
The flowers in the Sanctuary every Sunday morning are given by church members in memory of or in honor 
of loved ones, or in celebration of a milestone.  The donor and loved ones are acknowledged in the Sunday 
bulletin on the date you select.  The cost of a flower dedication is $300 for one arrangement, or $500 for 
two arrangements.  If you would like to provide flowers for Sunday worship, submit the form on the church 
website.  If you have questions, please contact Flower Committee Chair Kelly McMullen (kelly_mc@
comcast.net). 



What is a Stephen Minister?
Stephen Ministers are volunteer lay ministers who provide confidential, one-on-one spiritual and emotional 
care focusing on their care receivers’ needs.  They offer care, support and encouragement to people who 
are going through a difficult time or whose lives have been turned upside down by crisis or tragedy.  They 
minister through active listening, a caring presence, and prayer.  The relationship is kept confidential. 
Applicants are carefully selected because their gifts, capabilities and life experiences compliment their 
interest in care giving.  They are equipped with intensive training and continuing education.  If you would 
like to know more about how a Stephen Minister could care for you, or if you would like to consider 
training to serve as a Stephen Minister, please contact Sandra Randleman (615-298-9502).

MISSIONS

Food Drive Ends Today
1 in 8 People, including 1 in 6 children, struggles with hunger in Middle Tennessee.  Help provide food by 
donating non-perishable food items.  Today is Souper Bowl Sunday, and donations will be collected by FPC 
confirmands in the narthex for the Souper Bowl of Caring.  Donations collected will go to the Matthew 
25/Nueva Vida Food Bank, which operates out of Glencliff Presbyterian Church on Old Thompson Road, 
and primarily serves the Latino community.  Items needed include: Nido brand powdered milk, dry rice, 
dried black and red beans, Maseca flour (for making tortillas), baby formula, detergent, diapers for all ages, 
including adult, baby wipes, and other non-perishable food.

Volunteer at the Hispanic Ministries Health Fair | Saturday, February 25 | 11:30 a.m.
The Presbytery of Middle Tennessee is seeking medical and non-medical volunteers to help with their 
upcoming health fair at our ministry partner, Iglesia Presbiteriana Nueva Vida.  To learn how you can help, 
please contact Mike Magee (mageemichaelJ@aol.com or 615-232-4900).

ADULT EDUCATION

Lent Communities of Belonging | Beginning February 19
And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers (Acts 2:42).  Beginning the week of February 19, smaller groups of members will gather in homes 
and at church, all together, virtually and in hybrid form, on most days of the week, for Communities of 
Belonging.  They will devote themselves to the apostles’ teaching from the Book of Acts, following the 
sermon texts for each Sunday.  They will enjoy the fellowship that expresses the church’s unity; they will 
pray; some will even break bread together.  If you would like to be part of such a group, or simply to learn 
more, contact Stuart Gordon at sgordon@fpcnashville.org or 615-298-9554. 

The Bethel Bible Series Returns | Sunday, February 19 | 9:45 a.m. | Room L-203
The Bethel Bible Series reveals the Bible to us as one fully-connected love story by God, from Genesis 
to Revelation.  We are blessed to be a blessing.  In 2023, we’re dividing the class into ‘Bethel Bible Mini-
Series’ so that class members can join and depart as their lives dictate, yet still share in the richness and 
connectedness of our Holy Bible.  Also, we will record and share each lesson so members can continue 
their Bethel journey when they are away.  Interested in learning more?  Join us in Classroom L-203 on 
February 19 as we introduce Bethel during the education hour.



Celebration of Faith Sunday
FEBRUARY 12, 2023

GUEST PREACHER  

Dr. Greg Jones
8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Services

Known for his entrepreneurial 
leadership, Dr. Greg Jones is the 
president of Belmont University. 

He previously served as the dean of 
Duke Divinity School, vice president 
and vice provost for global strategy 
at Duke University and provost and 
executive vice president of Baylor 

University.

GUEST SPEAKER 

Dr. Ivan Rusyn
9:45 a.m. in Courtenay Hall

The Outreach Foundation is pleased to 
present Dr. Ivan Rusyn, President of 

the Ukrainian Evangelical Theological 
Seminary in Kyiv, Ukraine where he 
teaches mission studies applied to the 
Ukrainian and Central Asian contexts. 
His humble and faithful leadership is 
recognized by the World Communion 

of Reformed Churches and other global 
church councils. 

Belmont  
University Chorale

11:00 a.m. Service 
The Belmont Chorale is the 

flagship, classical choral ensemble 
of the School of Music at Belmont 
University. This auditioned, mixed 

ensemble performs diverse literature 
from all genres, and is currently 
under the direction of Dr. Jeffery 

Ames, Director of Choral Activities.

STEWARDSHIP 2023
A Commitment to Christ, His Church, and His Kingdom for 2023

In case you missed it
Scan to watch Erika 
and Mallory’s heartfelt 
message about the 
impact your gifts make 
on their programs and 
ministries. 

GIVING UPDATE
Make a pledge 
Pledge cards are 
available in the pews 
and narthex or you can 
make a pledge online. 
Visit fpcnashville.
org/2023-generosity

YOUR GIFT MAKES A 
DIFFERENCE
Every gift makes a difference, and 
every contribution impacts us in 
profoundly meaningful ways! When 
making your pledge, your support 
takes on a whole new level of 
possibilities. Why? Because making 
a pledge allows FPC to more 
accurately and effectively plan for all 
the amazing ministries and programs 
we have that meet your needs–our 
faithful church members! Pledging 
is needed. Pledging is planning. 
Pledging makes a difference! If you 
are concerned about the concept of 
making a pledge, then think of it more 
in terms of an estimate of what you 
hope to give in 2023, reflecting your 
intentions.

95%
Pledge Goal

92%
Giving Goal
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