
TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD
February 19, 2023

8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

To know Christ, to make Him known and to exhibit His love through worship, education and service.



ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Immortal, Invisible  
Gerald Near

WELCOME

INTROIT  Come Ye that Love the Lord 
arr. Alice Parker

Come, ye that love the Lord, and let your love be known; join in a song of sweet accord and thus surround 
the throne.  Let those refuse to sing who never knew our God; but favorites of the heav’nly King may 
speak their joys abroad.

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Dr. John Musgrave   

Pastor: The Lord reigns; let the people tremble!  He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth 
 quake!  Come, let them praise your great and awesome name!  For Holy is he!
All: Exalt the Lord our God; worship at his footstool!  For he is holy!
Pastor:  We send up our Hallelujahs to our God. 
All: From the rising of the sun to its setting, let the name of the Lord be praised!

*†OPENING HYMN 667  When Morning Gilds the Skies 
Laudes Domini

*PRAYER OF ADORATION   Hal Sauer (8:30)
 Scott McConnell (11:00)

FIRST LESSON |  Philippians 4:4-7 (page 982)

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. 
The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

CALL TO CONFESSION (For text see Hymn 800) Sometimes a Light Surprises 
Salley Gardens

FEBRUARY 19,  2023  Transfiguration of the Lord

WORDS OF PREPARATION

“At the outset of Jesus’s ministry God tore apart the curtain of the heavens in order to come down and be 
present and active in Jesus.  At Jesus’s death he tore apart the curtain in the temple in order to come out 
and be present and active through Jesus in the world at large.”

                                                                                  ~ Richard Bauckham, Who Is God?



PRAYER OF CONFESSION  Dr. Sandra Randleman

God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light shining in darkness.  We confess 
that we have not welcomed the light, or trusted good news to be good.  We have closed our eyes to 
glory in our midst, expecting little, and hoping for less.  Forgive our doubt and renew our hope, so 
that we may receive the fullness of your grace and live in the truth of Christ the Lord.  Amen.

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  Glory Be to the Father  
Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen, amen.  

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH |  Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence by signing 
the friendship pad and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.

‡BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES  

‡ During the services, PreK and Kindergarten children (ages 4–6) 
are invited to join Young Children & Worship.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (11:00) 

PRESENTATION OF CHILD

Libby and Will Clayton are presenting their daughter, Ann Walker Clayton, for baptism.  
Jami Hill, Assisting Elder. 

BAPTISMAL QUESTIONS 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING    

THE BAPTISM



HYMN OF PREPARATION He Will Hold Me Fast  
Habershon | Merker | Galbraith  

Soloist: When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast; when the tempter would prevail, he will 
hold me fast.  I could never keep my hold through life’s fearful path; for my love is often cold; he must 
hold me fast.  

Congregation joins each refrain: 

For my life he bled and died, Christ will hold me fast; justice has been satisfied; he will hold me fast. 
Raised with him to endless life, he will hold me fast ’till our faith is turned to sight, when he comes at last!  

Refrain

SCRIPTURE READING |  Acts 13:26-39 (page 922)

26  “Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who fear God, to us has been sent 
the message of this salvation. 27 For those who live in Jerusalem and their rulers, because they did not 
recognize him nor understand the utterances of the prophets, which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled them 
by condemning him. 28 And though they found in him no guilt worthy of death, they asked Pilate to have 
him executed. 29 And when they had carried out all that was written of him, they took him down from 
the tree and laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from the dead, 31 and for many days he appeared 
to those who had come up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now his witnesses to the people. 
32 And we bring you the good news that what God promised to the fathers, 33 this he has fulfilled to us 
their children by raising Jesus, as also it is written in the second Psalm, “‘You are my Son, today I have 
begotten you.’ 34 And as for the fact that he raised him from the dead, no more to return to corruption, he 
has spoken in this way, “‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings of David.’ 35 Therefore he says also 
in another psalm, “‘You will not let your Holy One see corruption.’ 36 For David, after he had served the 
purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep and was laid with his fathers and saw corruption, 37 but 
he whom God raised up did not see corruption. 38 Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through 
this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 39 and by him everyone who believes is freed from 
everything from which you could not be freed by the law of Moses.

Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON                                          But God Raised Him Dr. Ryan Moore
“And we bring you good news that what God promised ... he has fulfilled....” ~ Acts 13:32
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OFFERTORY   O Love 
Elaine Hagenberg

O Love, that will not let me go, O Love, I rest my weary soul in thee; I give thee back the life I owe, that 
in thy ocean depths its flow may richer, fuller be.  O Joy, that seeks me through the pain, O Joy, I cannot 
close my heart to thee; I trace the rainbow through the rain, and feel the promise is not vain that morn shall 
tearless be. 

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by dropping your gift  
in the offering plate, texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER  Dr. Stuart Gordon

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN 268 Crown Him with Many Crowns  
Diademata

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE   Amen
Peter Lutkin

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY In dir ist Freude (In Thee Is Gladness)  
J.S. Bach

*  Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Sr. Associate Pastor for Christian Formation & Witness
John Musgrave, DMin – Parish Associate
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist
Ali Hoffman – Violin
Claire Paschal – Soloist

MUSIC NOTES
Immortal, Invisible: St Denio by Gerald Near (Aureole Editions, © 1995) All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A714895.
He Will Hold Me Fast by Ada Ruth Habershon | Matthew Merker © 2013 Getty Music Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 
Matthew Merker Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.
ccli.com CCLI License # 1121456.
O Love © 2016 Beckenhorst Press, Inc. Tune: Elaine Hagenberg All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License A-714895.

COVER IMAGE
Victoria and Albert Museum, London, England. Created by the Workshop of Gerhard Remisch. It was originally in the cloisters of 
Steinfeld Abbey, near Cologne. German (Cologne), about 1540-1542.



NEWS & EVENTS 

Strategies for Coping with Stress | Tuesday, February 21 | 4:30-5:30 p.m. | Vance Hall 
You are invited to join our Stephen Ministers for a presentation by Amy Ferrell, a counselor with SE Psych 
Nashville, on the topic of handling our feelings of stress and anxiety and helping others experiencing these 
feelings.  For more information, contact Sandra Randleman (srandleman@fpcnashville.org or 615-298-9502).

Winter Pickleball | Wednesdays | 5:30-7:30 p.m. | January-February | Enrichment Center
Come join us on Wednesday evenings for Pickleball with friends!  All ages are welcome and no experience 
is necessary for a good time.  We will play together on Wednesday evenings through the end of February 
(excluding Ash Wednesday, February 22).  Bring your own paddle, but if you don’t have one, come anyway.  
Lip Davis is the King of Pickleball and will have you enjoying yourself in no time.  Please email Erika with 
questions at eshapiro@fpcnashville.org.

First Friends Luncheon | Tuesday, March 16 | 12:00 p.m. | Courtenay Hall | Cost: $8  
The Changing Church – State of Health of PCUSA and FPC Nashville.  Elder Kevin Garvey and Dr. Stuart 
Gordon will conduct this exciting program.  Have you wondered about the state of affairs with mainstream 
churches?  Are you concerned about the obvious decline in churches and church attendance?  Have you been 
curious about membership trends here at FPC Nashville and in the larger PCUSA?  What about financial 
trends in our church and others?  Have you wondered about the prospects of hiring new pastors to fill 
current vacancies?  If any of the above piques your curiosity don’t miss our March event.

What is a Stephen Minister?
Stephen Ministers are volunteer lay ministers who provide confidential, one-on-one spiritual and emotional 
care focusing on their care receivers’ needs.  They offer care, support and encouragement to people who 
are going through a difficult time or whose lives have been turned upside down by crisis or tragedy.  They 
minister through active listening, a caring presence, and prayer.  The relationship is kept confidential. 
Applicants are carefully selected because their gifts, capabilities and life experiences compliment their 
interest in care giving.  They are equipped with intensive training and continuing education.  If you would 
like to know more about how a Stephen Minister could care for you, or if you would like to consider training 
to serve as a Stephen Minister, please contact Sandra Randleman (615-298-9502).

ADULT EDUCATION

Lent Communities of Belonging | Beginning February 19
And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers (Acts 2:42).  Beginning the week of February 19, smaller groups of members will gather in homes 
and at church, all together, virtually and in hybrid form, on most days of the week, for Communities of 
Belonging.  They will devote themselves to the apostles’ teaching from the Book of Acts, following the 
sermon texts for each Sunday.  They will enjoy the fellowship that expresses the church’s unity; they will 
pray; some will even break bread together.  If you would like to be part of such a group, or simply to learn 
more, contact Stuart Gordon at sgordon@fpcnashville.org or 615-298-9554. 

The Bethel Bible Series Returns | Today | 9:45 a.m. | Room L-203
The Bethel Bible Series reveals the Bible to us as one fully-connected love story by God, from Genesis 
to Revelation.  We are blessed to be a blessing.  In 2023, we’re dividing the class into ‘Bethel Bible Mini-
Series’ so that class members can join and depart as their lives dictate, yet still share in the richness and 
connectedness of our Holy Bible.  Also, we will record and share each lesson so members can continue their 
Bethel journey when they are away.  Interested in learning more?  Join us in Classroom L-203 on February 
19 as we introduce Bethel during the education hour.



MISSIONS

Volunteer at the Hispanic Ministries Health Fair | Saturday, February 25 | 11:30 a.m.
The Presbytery of Middle Tennessee is seeking medical and non-medical volunteers to help with their 
upcoming health fair at our ministry partner, Iglesia Presbiteriana Nueva Vida.  To learn how you can help, 
please contact Mike Magee (mageemichaelJ@aol.com or 615-232-4900).

Missions Focus: Instruments of Joy
Do you have an instrument collecting dust, longing to be played again?  Share the joy of music by donating 
new or gently-used instruments to benefit local mission organization, Instruments of Joy.  Donations are 
delivered by mission teams to music programs around the world.  Handheld instruments like horns, winds, 
strings, tambourines, harmonicas, guitars and small electronic keyboards are accepted. IOJ inspects all 
donations, and if needed, will have them professionally serviced prior to delivery.  We will be collecting 
donations through March 31.  Contact missions@fpcnashville.org for more information.

FINISHING STRONG | STEWARDSHIP 2023 UPDATE

Since Stewardship 2023 began in October, we have seen 
tremendous support and generosity, with over 500 of you pledging 
$3.8 million as tangible demonstrations of your care for this 
congregation, our community and worldwide.  The Generosity 
Team is deeply grateful for the distance we have come and asks 
you to help us finish strong so that we can reach our goal of $4.1 
million.  Now is the time to make your pledge on our website 
(www.fpcnashville.org/2023-generosity/) or with a pledge card 
found in the pews and Narthex.

From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for helping us Finish 
Strong in 2023!  With you and through you we can do the good that 
is ours to do.

WELCOME
First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with 
us today.  Since 1814 First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the 
common good.  We are rooted in the Reformed, orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger 
church.  If you do not have a church home, we would love to welcome you! 

HEARING ASSISTANCE 
App Directions: Join WiFi network.  You must be connected to this network for the app to work.  
Network Name: FPC Guest.  Password: GreenRock-81.  Download the WaveCAST app.  Open the app 
and select “First Pres Sanctuary.”  Plug in your headphones and adjust the volume to your preference.

CONNECT CARD
If you are new to our community, we would love to get to know you and welcome you personally into 
the life and ministry of First Presbyterian Church.  Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, 
fill out a Connect Card to get more involved, update your contact information, or sign up for church 
communications.  Drop your completed Connect Card in the offering plate so we can follow up!
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93%
Giving Goal

Help us finish strong! 

Scan here to make
your pledge, or mail
your pledge card
found in the pews
and Narthex.



A S H  W E D N E S D A Y
 supper and service

 F E B R U A R Y  2 2   
SUPPER at 5:30 P.M.

WORSHIP at 6:30 P.M.  
 $10 individual/$20 family 

Childcare provided during the service

The Lenten journey from the ashes of death to resurrected life begins on Ash Wednesday and culminates 
with Holy Week and Easter Sunday. Ash Wednesday reminds us that unless we are willing to die to our old 
selves, we cannot be raised to new life with Christ. This is symbolized through the imposition of 
ashes—placing a cross on one’s forehead. 

Mission Update from Ukraine
Dr. Ivan Rusyn | February 12, 2023

In case you missed it
Scan to watch Dr. Rusyn’s  
testimony last Sunday.

Twenty years ago, the protestant church was a 
cult in the eyes of the state,” began Dr. Ivan Rusyn, 
President of Ukraine Evangelical Theological 

Seminary (UETS), whose incredible testimony during 
the Education Hour last Sunday demonstrates how 
the Gospel changes everything. Through the faithful 
work of providing scarce medicines, serving hot meals 
at the seminary, and offering trauma counseling and 
communion to soldiers—many of whom have never 
heard the Gospel—the church has now found great favor 
with the government. This faithful work is a present-
day reminder of what we’ve been studying in the book 
of Acts: The church grows in the hardest possible 
circumstances when it leans into its mission and models 
the incarnational love of Jesus. Dr. Rusyn reminded us 
that UETS was founded thirty years ago with a western-
international faculty, so sending out and going are 
both at the base of their DNA. So much so that their— 
now Ukrainian—faculty is actively and instrumentally 
involved in launching seminaries in central Asia. Dr. 
Rusyn expressed deep gratitude for the support of First 
Presbyterian and gave specific ways We can continue to 
partner with this ministry by praying for “just peace” and 
through financial support with The Outreach Foundation. 

“The church grows in the hardest possible 
circumstances when it leans into its mission 
and models the incarnational love of Jesus.”


