
FOURTH SUNDAY IN  LENT 
March 19, 2023

8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

To know Christ, to make Him known and to exhibit His love through worship, education and service.



ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Voluntary in A Minor  
Maurice Greene 

WELCOME AND MINUTE FOR MISSION     Erika Shapiro   

†INTROIT  O Lord Open Thou our Lips  
Richard Webster

O Lord, open thou our lips and our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Dr. Stuart Gordon

Pastor: God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved  
 through him.
All: God’s love endures forever. 
Pastor: God is our refuge and strength, a present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear though the  
 earth should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea, though the waters roar  
 and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
All: God’s love endures forever. 
Pastor: Let us worship the loving living God.

*†OPENING HYMN 12  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise  
St. Denio

*PRAYER OF ADORATION  Sue Clark (8:30)   
Stuart Campbell (11:00)

FIRST LESSON |  Romans 10:5–13 (page 946)    

5 For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does the 
commandments shall live by them. 6 But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in your heart, 
‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” 
(that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth 
and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with your mouth 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For 
with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11 For the 
Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction 
between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him.  
13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
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WORDS OF PREPARATION

The more I am in a position to be tried in faith with reference to my body, my family, my service for the 
Lord, my business, etc., the more shall I have opportunity of seeing God’s help and deliverance; and 
every fresh instance, in which God helps and delivers me, will tend towards the increase of my faith.

—George Muller



Leader: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

CALL TO CONFESSION  Dr. Sandra Randleman  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

God of great mercy, we confess that we create messes by being slaves to our desires and false 
allegiances. We have fallen into the pit we have dug. Show us the way out of our created prisons to be 
set free through your gracious forgiveness. Create a clean heart within us, teach us your holy way, 
and restore the joy of salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE 581  Glory Be to the Father 
Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end.
Amen, amen.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH |  Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence by signing the friendship pad  
and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.

‡BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES   

‡During the 8:30 and 11:00 services, PreK and Kindergarten  
children (ages 4–6) are invited to join Young Children & Worship.



HYMN OF PREPARATION  |  Psalm 27:1–6 Jacques Berthier   
Harmonization: Hal H. Hopson

Choir and congregation sing refrain:
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The Lord is my light and my salvation whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life, of whom 
shall I be afraid? Refrain
When evil ones draw near to devour my flesh, they are the ones who waver and fall. Though an army 
camp against me, my heart will not fear; though war rage against me, my trust will still be firm. Refrain
One thing I ask of the Lord, one thing I seek; to live in the house of God all the days of my life, to behold 
the beauty of the Lord and to pray in the temple; for in the day of trouble I am safe, hidden in the tent of 
God. Refrain
The Lord will keep me secure, setting me firmly on a rock. Now my head is held up high above my foes 
who surround me. Refrain
Within God’s tent I offer thanks, a sacrifice of joy. I will sing a psalm of praise to the Lord, I will make 
melody to God. Refrain

SCRIPTURE READING |  Acts 16:16–34 (page 925)  

16 As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and 
brought her owners much gain by fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and us, crying out, “These men are 
servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation.” 18 And this she kept doing for 
many days. Paul, having become greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the 
name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. 19 But when her owners saw that 
their hope of gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the 
rulers. 20 And when they had brought them to the magistrates, they said, “These men are Jews, and they are 
disturbing our city. 21 They advocate customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to accept or practice.” 

22 The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders to 
beat them with rods. 23 And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, 
ordering the jailer to keep them safely. 24 Having received this order, he put them into the inner prison 
and fastened their feet in the stocks. 25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to 
God, and the prisoners were listening to them, 26 and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the 
foundations of the prison were shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone’s bonds 
were unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and 
was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, 
“Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29 And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and trembling 
with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to 
be saved?” 31 And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 
32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33 And he took them the 
same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his family.  

34 Then he brought them up into his house and set food before them. And he rejoiced along with his entire 
household that he had believed in God.

Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION



SERMON                                     Shaken and Unshackled  Dr. John Musgrave

OFFERTORY  He Watching Over Israel 
Felix Mendelssohn

He watching over Israel slumbers not nor sleeps. Shouldst thou walking in grief languish, he will quicken thee.

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by dropping your gift  
in the offering plate, texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  Dr. Ryan Moore

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN 394  Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation  
Westminster Abbey

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE  |  Psalm 121:8 I Will Lift Mine Eyes 
Jake Runestad

The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this day forth for evermore. 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Litanies 
Jehan Alain

*  Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor 
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Senior Associate Pastor for Christian Formation & Witness  
John Musgrave, DMin – Parish Associate 
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions  
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music  
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist
Chris Simonsen – Baritone       

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. Marcus 
McCallister and Mr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Smith.



MUSIC NOTES
Voluntary in A Minor by Maurice Greene (from Eight Organ Pieces Old & New, Oxford University Press). All rights reserved. Onelicense.net License #A-714895 
Psalm 27 by Jacques Berthier © 1982 by Les Presses de Taize (France). Used by permission of G.I.A. Publications, Inc., exclusive agent. All rights reserved.
I Will Lift Mine Eyes by Jacob Runestad © 2010 Boosey & Hawkes, Inc., an Imagem Company. All rights reserved. (ASCAP)
Litanies by Jehan Alain © 1953 (Alphonse Leduc—Wise Music Classical) (ASCAP) All rights reserved.

COVER IMAGE
SS Peter and Paul, Left wall, Orthodox Church, Manville, New Jersey.

WELCOME
First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with us today. Since 1814 
First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the common good. We are rooted in the Reformed, 
orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger church. If you do not have a church home, we would love to welcome you!
Hearing Assistance App Directions 
Join WiFi network. You must be connected to this network 
for the app to work. Network Name: FPC Guest; Password: 
GreenRock-81. Download the WaveCAST app. Open 
the app and select “First Pres Sanctuary.” Plug in your 
headphones and adjust the volume to your preference.
Join us downstairs in Courtenay Hall between services for 
coffee and doughnuts.
To livestream worship and special events 
or view past services, visit youtube.com/
firstpresbyterianchurchofnashville.

Children of all ages are invited to worship alongside their 
families and worship activity bags are provided at each 
entrance to the Sanctuary. Young Children & Worship meets 
in Grundy Hall in the Children’s Ministry Wing for ages 4–6. 
Parents pick up at the door of Grundy Hall. After 8:30 a.m. 
worship, children can stay for the Education Hour. Nursery 
care for children ages 0–3 is available from 8:15 a.m.–12:15 
p.m. Check-in and pickup for nursery care are both located at 
the nursery entrance near Courtenay Lounge. The Mother and 
Infant Quiet Room is located in the Nursery Wing.

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE CONNECTED?
If you are new to our community, we would love to get to know you and welcome you personally into the life and ministry 
of First Presbyterian Church. Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, fill out the Connect Card to get more 
involved, update your contact information, or sign up for church communications. Drop your completed Connect Card in 
the offering plate so we can follow up!

Stay informed about news and upcoming events by reading FPC’s weekly Parish News email.  
To subscribe, email communications@fpcnashville.org.



NEWS AND EVENTS
Stephen Ministers Meeting | Tuesday, March 21 | 4:30 p.m. 
Vance Hall—You're invited to join our Stephen Ministers for 
a presentation from Jen Seger—the Nashville City Director of 
The Big Table. The Big Table exists to serve those who serve 
us in the restaurant and hospitality industry through timely 
interventions, intentional relationships, and transformational 
care. Contact Sandra Randleman (srandleman@fpcnashville.
org).
The Broadway Dinner Show is Back! | Friday, March 24 
6:30 p.m. | Courtenay Hall | Cost $35—Alex Apple and 
George Armistead will emcee the show on Friday, March 
24, at 6:30 p.m. The Sanctuary Choir, directed by Raphael 
Bundage and accompanied by Peter Rogahn, will treat 
the audience to “A Little Night of Music Featuring Classic 
Broadway Songs and Choruses.” Make your reservations at 
fpcnashville.org.
Easter Floral Dedications Due March 31—A Flower Fund 
has been established for the floral arrangements that beautify 
our sanctuary. During the Lenten season, those who make a 
contribution to the Flower Fund may do so in memory or in 
honor of loved ones. The names of those being memorialized 
or honored will be printed in the Easter morning bulletin. To 
make a dedication and contribution pick up a form from the 
narthex or Hospitality Center, or submit your information on 
the church “Sanctuary Flowers” webpage. 
SAVE THE DATE: Finding Jesus in Health Care  
Tuesday, April 11 | 7:00 p.m. | St. George’s  
Episcopal Church 
Join us for dessert and a discussion on the challenges that 
Christian health care practitioners face. FPC has partnered 
with St. George’s Episcopal Church and Duke Divinity 
School’s Theology, Medicine, and Culture Initiative to offer 
this free event. 
SAVE THE DATE: A Conversation with Andy Crouch 
Wednesday, April 26 | 6:00 p.m. | Enrichment Center 
You’re invited to hear Andy Crouch speak at Oak Hill School 
on creating meaningful connections in a way that engages our 
full humanity. He is the partner for theology and culture at 
Praxis. His writing explores faith, culture, and the image of 
God in technology, power, leadership, and the arts and is the 
author of five books. His most recent release is The Life We’re 
Looking For: Reclaiming Relationship in a Technological 
World. 

RECREATION MINISTRY
Volunteer | Welcome Visitors as a Soccer Saint 
We want to welcome and love the soccer families as they play, 
cheer, and coach on the FPC campus. Would you help us by 
volunteering as a Soccer Saint at one of our welcome tents on 
Saturday mornings during soccer season? It’s a great way to 
serve God’s people and spread joy. Your ministry of presence 
will be a blessing to our community. Contact Erika Shapiro 
(eshapiro@fpcnashville.org). 
 

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
Easter Festival | Sunday, April 2 | 3:30 p.m. | By the Barn
All ages are invited to the Easter Festival. Join in on an Easter 
egg hunt, family games, a cakewalk, and a time to sing and 
hear the story of Palm Sunday. We hope to see you there!   
Volunteer with us! We need volunteers to help us hide eggs, 
lead activity stations, and much more! Contact Mallory 
Hammond (mhammond@fpcnashville.org).
SAVE THE DATE: VBS 2023 | July 25–27 | Evenings 
FPC Campus—Vacation Bible School is back and the 
entire church family is invited! Volunteers of all ages and 
life stages can support VBS. To volunteer or become a VBS 
prayer partner, contact Mallory Hammond (mhammond@
fpcnashville.org). We look forward to sharing more about this 
exciting event!

ADULT EDUCATION
Who is Jesus? | Thursdays, March 30–June 15 | 6:00 p.m. 
Zoom and in Vance Hall—Join Stuart Gordon for a book 
discussion based on Who is Jesus? Disputed Questions and 
Answers by Carl Braaten. Contact Stuart Gordon (sgordon@
fpcnashville.org).

MISSIONS 
Funds for Earthquake Relief—FPC is beginning to provide 
funds for support of earthquake relief in Syria. These 
funds will be routed through The Outreach Foundation. 
The congregation is invited to join in this earthquake relief 
support via personal contributions to FPC, and earmarked 
for Syria Earthquake relief. FPC and our members responded 
similarly in 2022 to the Ukrainian war crisis by donating a 
total of $72,500 in relief funds. Approximately 85 percent 
went through The Outreach Foundation, and 15 percent 
through the Ukrainian Relief Fund. Of this, $34,500 came 
from the FPC budget, and $38,000 came from member 
donations designated for Ukrainian relief. Thank you very 
much for your generosity.
Instruments of Joy | Collecting Donations through March 
31—Share the joy of music by donating new or gently-used 
instruments to benefit Instruments of Joy. Donations are 
delivered by mission teams to music programs around the 
world. Handheld instruments like horns, winds, strings, 
tambourines, harmonicas, guitars and small electronic 
keyboards are accepted. Contact missions@fpcnashville.org.

STEWARDSHIP  
Finishing Strong in 2023!—The stewardship campaign has 
received 515 pledges for a total of $3.9 million. As a reminder, 
Ryan is asking all members to prayerfully consider two 
things; 1. Make your pledge if you have not done so. 2. If you 
have already made your pledge, please consider a one-time 
gift or pledge increase to your current giving total. Special 
pledge cards are in the pews and Narthex. You can also email 
Mary Russ (mruss@fpcnashville.org) or go online to make 
your pledge at fpcnashville.org/2023-generosity. Thank you 
for prayerfully committing to helping us finish strong!



Easter
and Holy Week 

PA L M  S U N D A Y   
Sunday, April 2 | 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. | Sanctuary

E A S T E R  F E S T I V A L
Sunday, April 2 | 3:30 p.m. | By the Barn

M A U N D Y  T H U R S D A Y  
S U P P E R  &  S E R V I C E  

Thursday, April 6
Supper | 5:30 p.m. | Courtenay Hall 
Cost: $10 (Individual), $20 (Family) 

Service | 6:30 p.m. | Sanctuary
Childcare provided

G O O D  F R I D A Y  S E R V I C E
Friday, April 7 | 12:00 p.m. | Sanctuary 

E A S T E R  D A Y
Sunday, April 9 

6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service | Columbarium
8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. Services | Sanctuary
Join us for Easter breakfast following the 
services in Courtenay Hall until 11:00 a.m.

F L O W E R I N G  O F  T H E  C R O S S
We invite you to take part of the Flowering of the Cross on Easter Sunday. As you come to worship, 

please pause at the cross and help us cover it with flowers. Wildflowers, purchased flowers or flowers 
from your garden are welcome. This ancient and meaningful tradition represents the transition from 

Good Friday to Easter, from meditation on Jesus’ death to joyful celebration of the resurrection. 
Christ’s resurrection brings new life to the whole world—the beginning of the restoration of all things. 
Even the terrible, rugged cross, the instrument of Jesus’ death, can become an emblem of new life in 

Christ when we cover it with flowers on Easter Sunday.


