
EASTER SUNRISE  SERVICE
April 9, 2023

6:30 a.m.

To know Christ, to make Him known, and to exhibit His love through worship, education, and service.



ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Easter Medley   

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP | based on Luke 24  

Pastor:	 On	the	first	day	of	the	week,	at	early	dawn,	they	came	to	the	tomb.
All:	 They	found	the	stone	rolled	away,	but	did	not	find	the	body.
Pastor: Two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them and said,
All:	 “Why	do	you	look	for	the	living	among	the	dead?	He	is	not	here,	but	has	risen.”
Pastor: Christ is risen, Hallelujah! 
All:	 He	is	risen,	indeed.	Hallelujah!

*†OPENING HYMN  Jesus Christ Is Risen Today  
Easter	Hymn

Jesus	Christ	is	risen	today,	Alleluia!	Our	triumphant	holy	day,	Alleluia!		
Who	did	once	upon	the	cross,	Alleluia!	Suffer	to	redeem	our	loss.	Alleluia!		
Hymns	of	praise	then	let	us	sing,	Alleluia!	Unto	Christ,	our	heavenly	King,	Alleluia!		
Who	endured	the	cross	and	grave,	Alleluia!	Sinners	to	redeem	and	save.	Alleluia!		
But	the	pains	which	he	endured,	Alleluia!	Our	salvation	have	procured.	Alleluia!		
Now	above	the	sky	he’s	King,	Alleluia!	Where	the	angels	ever	sing.	Alleluia!		
Sing	we	to	our	God	above,	Alleluia!	Praise	eternal	as	God’s	love.	Alleluia!		
Praise	our	God,	ye	heavenly	host,	Alleluia!	Father,	Son,	and	Holy	Ghost.	Alleluia!		 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH | Apostles’ Creed

I	believe	in	God	the	Father	Almighty,	Maker	of	heaven	and	earth;	and	in	Jesus	Christ	his	only	Son	
our	Lord;	who	was	conceived	by	the	Holy	Ghost,	born	of	the	Virgin	Mary,	suffered	under	Pontius	
Pilate,	was	crucified,	dead,	and	buried;	he	descended	into	hell;	the	third	day	he	rose	again	from	
the	dead;	he	ascended	into	heaven,	and	sitteth	on	the	right	hand	of	God	the	Father	Almighty;	from	
thence	he	shall	come	to	judge	the	quick	and	the	dead.	I	believe	in	the	Holy	Ghost;	the	holy	catholic	
church;	the	communion	of	saints;	the	forgiveness	of	sins;	the	resurrection	of	the	body;	and	the	life	
everlasting.	Amen.	

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READING  | 1 Corinthians 15:19–28    

19	If	in	Christ	we	have	hope	in	this	life	only,	we	are	of	all	people	most	to	be	pitied.	20	But	in	fact	Christ	has	
been	raised	from	the	dead,	the	firstfruits	of	those	who	have	fallen	asleep.	21	For	as	by	a	man	came	death,	
by	a	man	has	come	also	the	resurrection	of	the	dead.	22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all 
be made alive. 23	But	each	in	his	own	order:	Christ	the	firstfruits,	then	at	his	coming	those	who	belong	to	
Christ. 24	Then	comes	the	end,	when	he	delivers	the	kingdom	to	God	the	Father	after	destroying	every	rule	
and	every	authority	and	power.	25	For	he	must	reign	until	he	has	put	all	his	enemies	under	his	feet.	26 The 
last	enemy	to	be	destroyed	is	death.	27	For	“God	has	put	all	things	in	subjection	under	his	feet.”	But	when	it	
says,	“all	things	are	put	in	subjection,”	it	is	plain	that	he	is	excepted	who	put	all	things	in	subjection	under	
him. 28	When	all	things	are	subjected	to	him,	then	the	Son	himself	will	also	be	subjected	to	him	who	put	all	
things	in	subjection	under	him,	that	God	may	be	all	in	all.	

Pastor:	 The	Word	of	the	Lord.
All:	 Thanks	be	to	God.	
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SERMON          All Dr. Stuart Gordon

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Our	Father	who	art	in	heaven,	hallowed	be	thy	name.	Thy	kingdom	come,	thy	will	be	done,	on	
earth	as	it	is	in	heaven.	Give	us	this	day	our	daily	bread;	and	forgive	us	our	debts,	as	we	forgive	our	
debtors;	and	lead	us	not	into	temptation,	but	deliver	us	from	evil.	For	thine	is	the	kingdom	and	the	
power	and	the	glory,	forever.	Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN  Thine Is the Glory 
Judas	Maccabeus

Thine	is	the	glory,	risen,	conquering	Son;	endless	is	the	victory	thou	o’er	death	hast	won.	 
Angels	in	bright	raiment	rolled	the	stone	away,	kept	the	folded	graveclothes	where	thy	body	lay.		
Refrain: Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son; endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won.  
Lo!	Jesus	meets	us,	risen	from	the	tomb;	lovingly	he	greets	us,	scatters	fear	and	gloom.		 
Let	the	church	with	gladness	hymns	of	triumph	sing,	for	the	Lord	now	liveth;	death	hath	lost	its	
sting.	Refrain  
No	more	we	doubt	thee,	glorious	Prince	of	life!	Life	is	nought	without	thee;	aid	us	in	our	strife.		 
Make	us	more	than	conquerors	through	thy	deathless	love;	bring	us	safe	through	Jordan	to	thy	
home	above.	Refrain

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Allegro from Gothique Suite 
Leon Boellman 

*  Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated. 

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Stuart	Gordon,	DMin	–	Senior Associate Pastor for Christian Formation & Witness 
Rhonda	Swanson,	MM	–	Assistant Organist  

FLOWERS
Flowers	for	the	sunrise	service	are	given	to	the	glory	of	God	and	in	loving	memory	of	Barbara	Gregory	by	
Helen,	Hannah,	Emory,	Ainsley	and	Kevin	Moore.	

COVER IMAGE
Christ Talking to the Disciples, 5, from Das Plenarium,	Hans	Schäufelein,	1517,	Woodcut,	The	Metropolitan	Museum	of	
Art, New York, New York.

EASTER BREAKFAST
7:00–10:45 a.m. | Courtenay Hall 

All	are	welcome	to	enjoy	the	Easter	Breakfast	following	the	service.	 
Please	enter	the	Narthex	and	use	stairwells	to	enter	Courtenay	Hall.	



LOOKING AHEAD

Program Change:	History,	Politics,	and	Religion:	
A	Better	Conversation	about	School	Safety	 

Tuesday,	April	11	|	6:00	p.m.

Finding	Jesus	in	Health	Care	at	St.	George’s	
Episcopal	Church	 

Tuesday,	April	11	|	7:00	p.m.		

Leaving Your Legacy Dinner  
Monday,	April	17	|	6:00	p.m.	

First	Friends	Luncheon:	What	in	the	World	is	
Going	on	at	the	Nashville	Airport? 

Thursday,	April	20	|	12:00	p.m.		

Inquirers	Class	 
Saturday,	April	22	|	9:00	a.m.–1:00 p.m.

Presbyterian	Women	Spring	Gathering 
Tuesday,	May	9,	2023	|	6:00	p.m.	

Save	the	date	for	VBS	2023	 
July	25–27	|	Evenings	

TALK TO A PASTOR
Call 615-383-1815

WELCOM E

First	Presbyterian	Church	extends	a	warm	welcome	in	the	
name	of	Christ	to	all	who	worship	with	us	today.	Since	
1814	First	Presbyterian	has	sought	to	be	faithful	in	service	
to Jesus Christ and the common good. We are rooted in 
the	Reformed,	orthodox,	and	evangelical	traditions	of	the	
larger	church.	If	you	do	not	have	a	church	home,	we	would	
love	to	welcome	you!	

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE 
CONNECTED?
Fill out the Connect Card to get more involved, 
update	your	contact	information,	or	sign	up	for	church	
communications.	Drop	your	completed	Connect	Card	in	
the	offering	plate	so	we	can	follow	up!

Stay informed about news and upcoming events by reading  
FPC’s weekly Parish News email. To subscribe, email 

communications@fpcnashville.org.

The	pastoral	staff	is	here	for	you.	Contact	us	if	
you	would	appreciate	a	pastoral	visit/call,	have	
pastoral	care	needs,	would	like	to	be	on	a	prayer	
list,	or	if	you	are	in	the	hospital.	Prayer	requests	
can	be	confidential	and	limited	to	the	pastors.

Dr.	Ryan	Moore
Pastor & Head of Staff

Dr. Stuart Gordon
Senior Associate Pastor for  
Christian Formation & Witness

Dr.	John	Musgrave
Parish Associate

Dr. Sandra Randleman
Associate Pastor for Congregational 
Care & Missions

Mallory	Hammond
Director of Ministry with Children & 
Their Families

Erika Shapiro
Director of Recreation and  
Church Fellowship

Dr.	Bill	Mott
Director of Resource Development

Dr. Raphael Bundage
Director of Music

Gage Arnold
Director of Youth Programming

PASTORAL STAFF & 
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