
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 21, 2023

8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

To know Christ, to make Him known and to exhibit His love through worship, education and service.



ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Crown Him with Many Crowns 
arr. Sondra K. Tucker 

WELCOME

†INTROIT  Tell Out My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord   
Woodlands  

Tell out my soul, the greatness of the Lord: unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; tender to me the 
promise of his word; in God my Savior shall my heart rejoice! 

*CALL TO WORSHIP | Psalm 47:5–8  Dr. Sandra Randleman 

Pastor: God has ascended amid shouts of joy,
All: The Lord amid the sounding of trumpets.
Pastor: Sing praises to God, sing praises;
All: Sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
Pastor: For God is the King of all the earth; 
All: Sing to him a psalm of praise. 
Pastor: God reigns over the nations; 
All: God is seated on his holy throne.

*†OPENING HYMN 263  All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! 
Coronation

*PRAYER OF ADORATION  Gage Arnold (8:30)   
Hudson Stewart (11:00)

FIRST LESSON |  1 Timothy 6:11–16 (page 993)                        Elyse Cahill (11:00)

11 But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
steadfastness, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you 
were called and about which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 I charge 
you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before 
Pontius Pilate made the good confession, 14 to keep the commandment unstained and free from reproach 
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WORDS OF PREPARATION

“The bearers of God’s word may be afflicted and restricted, but the message itself goes forward 
unchained, unrestrained, and without hindrance, even through their sufferings.” 

— Dennis Johnson



until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which he will display at the proper time—he who is the 
blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has immortality, who dwells in 
unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from death to life and crowned him Lord of all. We confess that 
we have not bowed before him or acknowledged his rule in our lives. We have gone along with the 
ways of the world and failed to give him glory. Forgive us and raise us from sin, that we may be your 
faithful people, obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ, who rules the world and is head of 
the church, his body. Amen. 

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  Glory Be to the Father 
Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen, amen. 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH |  Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence by signing the friendship pad  
and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.

‡BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES  

‡During the 8:30 and 11:00 services, PreK and Kindergarten  
children (ages 4–6) are invited to join Young Children & Worship.

PRESENTATION OF THE 2023 CONFIRMATION CLASS (11:00)  Mallory Hammond



HYMN OF PREPARATION  May the Mind of Christ My Savior  
St. Leonards 
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SCRIPTURE READING |  Acts 28:11–16; 30–31 (page 937) 

11 After three months we set sail in a ship that had wintered in the island, a ship of Alexandria, with the 
twin gods as a figurehead. 12 Putting in at Syracuse, we stayed there for three days. 13 And from there we 
made a circuit and arrived at Rhegium. And after one day a south wind sprang up, and on the second day 
we came to Puteoli. 14 There we found brothers and were invited to stay with them for seven days. And 
so we came to Rome. 15 And the brothers there, when they heard about us, came as far as the Forum of 
Appius and Three Taverns to meet us. On seeing them, Paul thanked God and took courage. 16 And when 
we came into Rome, Paul was allowed to stay by himself, with the soldier who guarded him. 30 He lived 
there two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all who came to him, 31 proclaiming the kingdom 
of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.

Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON                                             Unhindered Dr. Ryan Moore
“...proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ...” —Acts 28:31

OFFERTORY  The Call of Wisdom 
Will Todd 

Lord of wisdom, Lord of truth, Lord of justice, Lord of mercy; walk beside us down the years till we 
see you in your glory. Striving to attain the heights, turning in a new direction, entering a lonely place, 
welcoming a friend or stranger. I am here, I am with you. I have called: do you hear me?  I am here, I am 
with you. Silver is of passing worth, gold is not of constant value, jewels sparkle for a while; what you long 
for is not lasting. Rulers govern under me with my insight and my wisdom.  Those who know me know 
my love; those who seek me find their answer. God the Father and the Son, Holy Spirit co-eternal. Glory 
be ascribed to you, now and to the end of ages. 

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by dropping your gift  
in the offering plate, texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  



THE LORD’S SUPPER  

INVITATION TO THE TABLE  

PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.    
All: And also with you.    
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.    
All: We lift them up to the Lord.    
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    
All: It is right for us to give thanks and praise.   

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP   

Communion at First Presbyterian Church is offered to all baptized Christians and will be served  
today by intinction. When your row is called, come forward, take a piece of bread, dip it into the cup,  

and receive both elements together. All bread is gluten free and the cup is juice.   

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN 450  Be Thou My Vision 
Slane 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL RESPONSE  A Blessing 
James Chepponis

May the road rise up to meet you, may the wind be always at your back. May the sun shine warm upon your 
face, the rains fall soft on your fields. And until we meet again, may God hold you in the palm of his hand. 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY “The People Respond - Amen!” from Rubrics 
Dan Locklair

*  Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated.



CONFIRMATION CLASS OF 2023
Lillie Clare Bourbeau
Matthew Hamilton Bowman
Charles Hamilton Brinkley
Victoria Lane Butler
Elyse Virginia Cahill
Miriam McGaw Cross
Yeva Diachenko
Isabelle Jane Dickson
Thomas Greenlee Flanagin III
Jacqueline Reid Fuller

Haston Brooks Hollis
Madeline Claire Hollis
Mary Catherine Martin
John Hudson McCarter Jr.
Jonah George Moore
Gabriella Grace O’Shaughnessy
Mary Beatrice Ozier
Campbell Paul Pearson
Lauren Ann Raischel
Luke William Richardson

Douglas Heuer Ross
Macie Tucker Rouse
Hudson William Stewart
Patrick Martin Thompson III
Lila Bess Vargas
Anne Elizabeth Walker
Norah Dolly Weeks
Parker Layne Wilson 

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor 
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Sr. Associate Pastor for Christian Formation & Witness 
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions 
Gage Arnold – Director of Youth Programming
Mallory Hammond – Director of Ministry with Children & Their Families
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music  
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music 
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist 
FPC Handbell Choir 
Acolytes: Luke Richardson, Mary Catherine Martin

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God in celebration of the marriage of Hallie Elizabeth 
Elder and Oliver Kneeland Oldacre, and in memory of William Oliver Floyd, Jr. and William Albert 
Oldacre. 

MUSIC NOTES
Crown Him with Many Crowns arr. Sondra K. Tucker (© 2021, RING OUT! PRESS, a division of Jeffers Handbell Supply) (ASCAP) 
The Call of Wisdom by Will Todd © 2012 Oxford University Press All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License A-#714895 
A Blessing - James Chepponis © 2008 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music Publishers. All rights 
reserved. OneLicense.net License A-#714895 
“The People Respond - Amen!” from Rubrics: A Liturgical Suite for Organ. Dan Locklair. E.C. Kerby, Ltd., 1988) Used with permission 
of the copyright holder’s agent Counterpoint Music Library Services. 

COVER IMAGE
St. Paul (adaptation), After Hans Baldung, after 1512, Woodcut, hand-colored, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, New York.

SUPPORTING FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
You can make a gift or fulfill a pledge payment by placing your gift in the offering plate, 
texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, donating online at fpcnashville.org, or scan the QR code.

CELEBRATING LYNN ELLIOTT
Congratulations to Lynn Elliott, Executive Assistant, for twenty years of service at First 

Presbyterian! For two decades, Lynn has supported the work of our senior pastors while also 
assisting the Session, Diaconate, and many committees. For the past three years, Lynn also has 
managed all the coordination of worship services with excellence and dedication. If you’d like 

to share your gratitude for her commitment to this congregation, you can send a note to the 
church office or email her at lelliott@fpcnashville.org. Thank you, Lynn!



NEWS AND EVENTS
A Public Faith Summer Series | Wednesdays or Fridays 
(May 24–August 18) | 12:00 p.m. via Zoom —You’re invited 
to join Dr. Stuart Gordon for lunchtime discussions on Richard 
Mouw’s book Uncommon Decency this summer. We will 
discuss the theological basis for civility and communicating 
with people who disagree with us on the issues that matter 
most. Copies of the book are available at BookMarks. This 
class is held twice a week over Zoom. Join in on Wednesdays 
or Fridays. Contact Stuart Gordon for details (sgordon@
fpcnashville.org). 
Out Franklin Road Book Signing | Sunday, June 4 | 
Education Hour | 9:30 a.m. | Courtenay Lounge—Join us 
for the launch of Bill Caruso’s book Out Franklin Road: The 
Oak Hill Home of Nashville’s First Presbyterian Church. The 
book is a brief history of FPC’s home since 1949. Owned by 
a succession of influential Nashvillians since 1790—this 60-
acre tract of land has a vast and interesting history. Bill served 
many years as the FPC historian before moving to Black 
Mountain, NC. Bill will share highlights from the book during 
the Education Hour and have copies available for purchase.  
History, Politics, and Religion: The Virtue of Forbearance | 
Tuesday, June 6 | 6:00–7:00 p.m. Gathering Place or Watch 
Online —Dr. James Calvin Davis will join us for an evening 
of conversation about the sanctifying effect of Christian 
obedience to God’s call to forbearance and the blessing of 
living in relationships that include disagreement. Contact 
Stuart Gordon for details (sgordon@fpcnashville.org).

STEWARDSHIP
Considering a stock donation to First Presbyterian? Please 
take note—For the past several years, the Finance Office of 
the church has worked with Charles Schwab Co. to administer 
stock contributions made by members and friends of First 
Presbyterian. Effective immediately, we will transition from 
Schwab to Wiley Bros. to handle all such transactions. We 
are excited about this expanded partnership with Wiley Bros., 
an excellent, well-known firm with over seventy years of 
experience and close ties to our church. The Charles Schwab 
account has been closed, and we cannot accept any further 
contributions to this account. For questions and account 
information at Wiley Bros., please contact Dr. Bill Mott, 
Director of Resource Development (wmott@fpcnashville.org).

YOUTH
Youth Ministry Summer Programming—This summer is 
filled with ways for youth (rising 7th–12th graders) to play, 
serve, connect with one another, and worship God. Whether 
you’re at home all summer, working, or only in town for a few 
weeks, find a spot to join the summer fun at FPC. For more 
information visit linktr.ee/fpcnashyouth or contact youth@
fpcnashville.org.

FIRST FRIENDS 
Upcoming First Friends Events—First Friends will have 
a number of opportunities to connect in June. We hope you 
can join us! First Friends Luncheon on June 2 | 12:00 p.m. | 
Courtenay Hall | Luncheon with Bill Caruso on his new book 
Out Franklin Road. Please make reservations with Courtney 
Mott (cmott@fpcnashville.org); FPC Book Club on June 
20 | 2:30 p.m. | FPC Library | The Sun Walks Down by Fiona 
McFarlane; Downtown Outing on June 22 | 11:00 a.m.–2:30 
p.m. | Lunch at the Nashville Farmer’s Market and highlights 
tour of the TN State Museum

RECREATION
Pool Fellowship & Open Swim | Sundays, June 4–August 
13 | 2:30–4:30 p.m. | Don Wade Memorial Pool—The 
FPC pool opens on Sunday afternoons starting June 4. Pool 
Fellowship & Open Swim is a time for our church family to 
make memories together and cool off during these hot summer 
days. The pool has limited seating, so bring a lawn chair 
and all your usual swim gear. All are welcome to join us for 
swimming and fellowship; however, children will need adult 
supervision. Please note there will not be a lifeguard on duty, 
so please swim carefully. 

MISSIONS
Upcoming FPC Mission Trips—FPC is committed to 
serving Christ around the world, and we are planning several 
mission trips in the coming months. Registration for our trips 
to the Dominican Republic (September 16–22) and Cuba 
(November 4–10) is open through July 14. Please check the 
website for more details about these exciting opportunities. We 
look forward to serving alongside you and growing in our faith 
together. 
Summer Habitat Build Weekends | June 10–11 and 
June 17–18 —Come work with us to help a hardworking 
future Habitat homeowner take steps toward a better life by 
purchasing their own home. This year’s Habitat recipients are 
Latisha Burns and her 8-year-old son. Latisha works at Thistle 
Farms as a sales assistant and proudly received her high school 
GED at 33. Each build day covers a variety of tasks for every 
age and skill level. Breakfast bars, coffee, and a full lunch 
and water will be covered, so all you have to do is sign up for 
a build day and show up dressed and ready to work. Contact 
missions@fpcnashville.org for more information.

LOOKING AHEAD
June 4–9 | West Virginia Mission Trip  

(rising 9th–11th grade)
June 14 | Blood Drive | 12:00–5:00 p.m.

July 21–26 | The Great Escape (rising 7th–8th grade)
July 25–27 | VBS | Starts at 5:00 p.m.



Dr. David Renwick will be the guest 
preacher on Sunday, May 28 as we 
celebrate Kirkin’ o’ th’ Tartan with a 
spectacular procession of bagpipes, 
drums, and traditional Scottish Highland 
dress. Join the entire church family at 
9:30 a.m. for the Kirkin’ Festival where 
we will enjoy food, play games, and 
enjoy the sounds of Scotland in front of 
the Sanctuary.  

KIRKIN’ FESTIVAL
Sunday,  May 28 |  9 :30 a.m.  |  Front  Porch 

WELCOME
First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with us today. Since 1814 
First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the common good. We are rooted in the Reformed, 
orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger church. If you do not have a church home, we would love to welcome you!
Hearing Assistance App Directions 
Join WiFi network. You must be connected to this network 
for the app to work. Network Name: FPC Guest; Password: 
GreenRock-81. Download the WaveCAST app. Open 
the app and select “First Pres Sanctuary.” Plug in your 
headphones and adjust the volume to your preference.
Join us downstairs in Courtenay Hall between services for 
coffee and doughnuts.
To livestream worship and special events 
or view past services, visit youtube.com/
firstpresbyterianchurchofnashville.

Children of all ages are invited to worship alongside their 
families and worship activity bags are provided at each 
entrance to the Sanctuary. Young Children & Worship meets 
in Grundy Hall in the Children’s Ministry Wing for ages 4–6. 
Parents pick up at the door of Grundy Hall. After 8:30 a.m. 
worship, children can stay for the Education Hour. Nursery 
care for children ages 0–3 is available from 8:15 a.m.–12:15 
p.m. Check-in and pickup for nursery care are both located at 
the nursery entrance near Courtenay Lounge. The Mother and 
Infant Quiet Room is located in the Nursery Wing.

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE CONNECTED?
If you are new to our community, we would love to get to know you and welcome you personally into the life and ministry 
of First Presbyterian Church. Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, fill out the Connect Card to get more 
involved, update your contact information, or sign up for church communications. Drop your completed Connect Card in 
the offering plate so we can follow up!

Stay informed about news and upcoming events by reading FPC’s weekly Parish News email.  
To subscribe, email communications@fpcnashville.org.


