
TRINITY SUNDAY 
June 4, 2023

8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

To know Christ, to make Him known and to exhibit His love through worship, education and service.



ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Prelude on Nicaea 
Healey Willan

WELCOME

†INTROIT  O Lord, Open Thou Our Lips  
Richard Webster

O Lord, open thou our lips. And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Dr. John Musgrave

Pastor: Jesus prayed that we, the church, would be one, just as he and the Father are one.
All:	 Today	we	offer	our	praise	and	prayer	together,	as	one	body,	in	Christ,	through	the	power	of		
	 the	Holy	Spirit.	
Pastor: In the shadow of God’s peace,
All:	 In	the	powerful	name	of	Jesus, 
Pastor: And with the hope of the Holy Spirit, let us worship God. 

*†OPENING HYMN 1  Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Nicaea 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION  Tricia Scott (8:30)   
Blewett McInteer (11:00)

FIRST LESSON |  2 Corinthians 13:11–13 (page 971)    

11 Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one another, live in 
peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. 13 All the 
saints greet you.

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
All:	 Thanks	be	to	God.

JUN E 4 ,  2023  Trinity Sunday

WORDS OF PREPARATION

Single-person gods, having spent eternity alone, are inevitably self-centered beings, and so it becomes 
hard to see why they would ever cause anything else to exist. Wouldn’t the existence of a universe be 

an irritating distraction for the god whose greatest pleasure is looking in a mirror? Creating just looks 
like a deeply unnatural thing for such a god to do. And if such gods do create, they always seem to do 

so out of an essential neediness or desire to use what they create merely for their own self-gratification. 
God’s Ecstasy Everything changes when it comes to the Father, Son and Spirit. Here is a God who is not 
essentially lonely, but who has been loving for all eternity as the Father has loved the Son in the Spirit. 

Loving others is not a strange or novel thing for this God at all; it is at the root of who he is. 
—Michael Reeves, Delighting in the Trinity 



CALL TO CONFESSION  Surely, It Is God Who Saves Me  
First Song

  Refrain  
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Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing from the springs of salvation and on that day you shall say, 
“Give thanks to the Lord and call upon God’s name.” Refrain
Make God’s deeds known among the peoples; see that they remember that the Lord is exalted. Sing the 
praises of the Lord, for God has done great things and this is known in all the world. Refrain
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion; ring out your joy, for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of 
Israel. Refrain

PRAYER OF CONFESSION | based on Isaiah 12:2 Dr. Stuart Gordon

Pastor: Let us pray our confession to the all-holy Trinity: Father, have mercy; Christ have mercy;   
 Spirit, have mercy! 
All:	 Surely	it	is	God	who	saves	us;	because	we	trust	in	you,	we	make	our	confession	to	you.		

A moment for silent confession of sins of comission.

Pastor: Father, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Spirit, have mercy!  
All:	 For	the	Lord	is	our	stronghold	and	our	sure	defense;	you	are	our	Savior,	and	thus	we		 	
	 confess	to	you.			

A moment for silent confession of sins of omission.

Pastor: Father, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Spirit, have mercy! Amen. 
A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  Come, Thou Almighty King 
Italian Hymn

To	thee,	great	One	in	Three,	eternal	praises	be,	hence	evermore!	 
Thy	sovereign	majesty	may	we	in	glory	see,	and	to	eternity	love	and	adore.	

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH |  Apostles’ Creed

I	believe	in	God	the	Father	Almighty,	Maker	of	heaven	and	earth;	and	in	Jesus	Christ	his	only	Son	
our	Lord;	who	was	conceived	by	the	Holy	Ghost,	born	of	the	Virgin	Mary,	suffered	under	Pontius	
Pilate,	was	crucified,	dead,	and	buried;	he	descended	into	hell;	the	third	day	he	rose	again	from	
the	dead;	he	ascended	into	heaven,	and	sitteth	on	the	right	hand	of	God	the	Father	Almighty;	from	
thence	he	shall	come	to	judge	the	quick	and	the	dead.	I	believe	in	the	Holy	Ghost;	the	holy	catholic	
church;	the	communion	of	saints;	the	forgiveness	of	sins;	the	resurrection	of	the	body;	and	the	life	
everlasting.	Amen.	

Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence by signing the friendship pad  
and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.



‡BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES   

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

PRESENTATION OF CHILD

(8:30) Kendall Posey McFarlin and Elisha McFarlin are presenting their daughter, Madeline Grace McFarlin, 
for baptism. Mickey Fitts, Assisting Elder. 
(11:00) Ellen Tully Scholl and Timothy Grant Scholl are presenting their daughter, Logan Lee Christine 
Scholl, for baptism. Nan Russell, Assisting Elder. 

BAPTISMAL QUESTIONS 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING    

THE BAPTISM

‡During the 8:30 and 11:00 services, PreK and Kindergarten  
children (ages 4–6) are invited to join Young Children & Worship.

HYMN OF PREPARATION   Speak, O Lord 
Getty | Townend

Speak,	O	Lord,	as	we	come	to	you	to	receive	the	food	of	your	holy	word.	Take	your	truth,	plant	it	
deep	in	us;	shape	and	fashion	us	in	your	likeness,	that	the	light	of	Christ	might	be	seen	today	in	our	
acts	of	love	and	our	deeds	of	faith.	Speak,	O	Lord,	and	fulfill	in	us	all	your	purposes,	for	your	glory.	
Speak,	O	Lord,	and	renew	our	minds;	help	us	grasp	the	heights	of	your	plans	for	us.	Truths	
unchanged	from	the	dawn	of	time,	that	will	echo	down	through	eternity.	And	by	grace	we’ll	stand	
on	your	promises;	and	by	faith	we’ll	walk	as	you	walk	with	us.	Speak,	O	Lord,	till	your	church	is	
built	and	the	earth	is	filled	with	your	glory.	

SCRIPTURE READING |  Matthew 28:16–20 (page 835) 

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 And 
when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
All:	 Thanks	be	to	God.	

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON                                     The	Mission	of	God Dr. Ryan Moore
“And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” —Matthew 28:20

OFFERTORY  You, Lord, are Both Lamb and Shepherd (“Christus Paradox”) 
arr. Alfred V. Fedak

You, Lord, are both Lamb and Shepherd. You, Lord, are both prince and slave. You, peacemaker and 
swordbringer of the way you took and gave. You the everlasting instant; you, whom we both scorn and 
crave. Clothed in light upon the mountain, stripped of might upon the cross, shining in eternal glory, 
beggared by a soldier’s toss, you, the everlasting instant; you, who are both gift and cost. You, who walk 
each day beside us, sit in power at God’s side. You, who preach a way that’s narrow, have a love that 



reaches wide. You, the everlasting instant; you, who are our pilgrim guide. Worthy is our earthly Jesus! 
Worthy is our cosmic Christ! Worthy your defeat and victory. Worthy still your peace and strife. You, the 
everlasting instant; you, who are our death and our life. Alleluia, you, who are our death and our life.  

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by dropping your gift  
in the offering plate, texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  Dr. Sandra Randleman  

Our	Father	who	art	in	heaven,	hallowed	be	thy	name.	Thy	kingdom	come,	thy	will	be	done,	on	
earth	as	it	is	in	heaven.	Give	us	this	day	our	daily	bread;	and	forgive	us	our	debts,	as	we	forgive	our	
debtors;	and	lead	us	not	into	temptation,	but	deliver	us	from	evil.	For	thine	is	the	kingdom	and	the	
power	and	the	glory,	forever.	Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN 838  Standing on the Promises 
Promises

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL RESPONSE  May the Mind of Christ My Savior 
St. Leonards

May the mind of Christ, my Savior, live in me from day to day, by his love and pow’r controlling all I do 
and say. May the word of God dwell richly in my heart from hour to hour, so that all may see I triumph, 
only thro’ his pow’r. May the peace of God my Father rule my life in everything, that I may be calm to 
comfort sick and sorrowing. May his beauty rest upon me, as I seek the lost to win; and may they forget the 
channel, seeing only him. 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Fugue in E-flat Major, BWV 552 
Johann Sebastian Bach

*  Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor 
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Sr. Associate Pastor for Christian Formation & Witness 
John Musgrave, DMin – Parish Associate 
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions 
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music  
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music 
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist 

SUPPORTING FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
You can make a gift or fulfill a pledge payment by placing your gift in the offering plate, 
texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, donating online at fpcnashville.org, or scan the QR code.

MUSIC NOTES: Speak, O Lord – CCLI Song # 4615235 Keith Getty | Stuart Townend © 2005 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For 
use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1121456 ; Prelude on Nicaea Healey Willan from 36 Short 
Preludes and Postludes, © 1960 CF Peters, All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-714895.; Christus Paradox - Sylvia G Dunstan, Alfred V Fedak 
Tune: arr. Alfred V. Fedak, © 2000, GIA Publications, Inc. Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, © 1991, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License 
A-#714895. COVER IMAGE: Jesus Gives the Great Commission to the Disciples, Master of the Reichenau School of Illumination, circa 1010, illumination on 
parchment, Bavarian State Library, Munich, Germany.



A NOTE ON TODAY’S MUSIC
The closing voluntary is the last piece of Johann Sebastian Bach’s Clavierübung III (meaning 

‘keyboard practice’). Bach was a devout Lutheran and often used Christian numerology to construct his 
compositions. Clavierübung III contains several references to the Holy Trinity. This closing fugue is no 
exception—everything comes in threes. Three main sections make up the work, each with its melody 

symbolizing God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The key signature has three flats, among many 
other references to the Trinity.  

The opening melody sounds like the hymn “O God, Our Help in Ages Past,” thus popularizing the 
nickname “St. Anne” given to this piece. It begins majestically symbolizing God the Father. The second 

section has a lighter and faster melody symbolizing the Son, while the closing section is a joyful 
dance symbolizing the Holy Spirit. Listen to how Bach combines the “St. Anne” theme with the other 

melodies. With its celebratory conclusion, this fugue leaves no doubt that Bach found the ultimate joy in 
composition—to give glory to God alone.

WELCOME
First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with us today. 
Since 1814 First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the common good. We 
are rooted in the Reformed, orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger church. If you do not have a 
church home, we would love to welcome you!

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE CONNECTED?
If you are new to our community, we would love to get to know you and welcome you personally into 
the life and ministry of First Presbyterian Church. Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, fill 
out the Connect Card to get more involved, update your contact information, or sign up for church 
communications. Drop your completed Connect Card in the offering plate so we can follow up!

Stay informed about news and upcoming events by reading FPC’s weekly Parish News email.  
To subscribe, email communications@fpcnashville.org.

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 2023 FINISHES STRONG!
The stewardship campaign for 2023, A Commitment to Christ, His Church, and His Kingdom, wrapped 

up in March, and there is much to celebrate as our congregation helped us finish strong! We completed the 
campaign by meeting 99% of our pledge goal, raising over $3.9 million for ministries, missions, programs, 

and operations—many thanks to everyone who supported the campaign. 
A very special thank you to Dr. Ryan Moore, Kevin Garvey, the Generosity Team, and numerous 

volunteers whose leadership and encouragement made a significant difference. The response to this 
campaign continues a long-standing tradition of generosity at First Presbyterian Church. God is doing a 

good work in each of us, and we have responded with grace and gratitude. Thank you!
—Dr. Bill Mott, Director of Resource Development



NEWS AND EVENTS 
History,	Politics,	and	Religion:	The	Virtue	of	Forbearance	
Tuesday,	June	6	|	6:00–7:00	p.m.	|	Gathering	Place	or	
Watch	Online—Dr. James Calvin Davis will join us for 
an evening of conversation about the sanctifying effect of 
Christian obedience to God’s call to forbearance and the 
blessing of living in relationships that include disagreement. 
Contact Stuart Gordon for details (sgordon@fpcnashville.org). 
Childcare is available for this event.

UPCOMING FIRST FRIENDS EVENTS
FPC	Book	Club on June 20 | 2:30 p.m. | FPC Library | The 
Sun Walks Down by Fiona McFarlane; Downtown	Outing	
on	June	22 | 11:00 a.m.–2:30 p.m. | Lunch at the Nashville 
Farmer’s Market and highlights tour of the TN State Museum. 
No reservations required.

MUSIC
Opera	on	Wheels	|	Sunday,	June	11	|	4:00	p.m.	|	FPC	
Sanctuary—The Nashville Opera is coming to FPC via 
Opera on Wheels— their summer and fall program of touring 
performances. Using the FPC Sanctuary, they will perform 
favorite opera arias from Puccini, Mozart, Verdi, and classic 
Broadway solos. You will recognize several of our Sanctuary 
Choir Members participating in the program. This family-
friendly concert is free and open to the public. 
Register	for	the	FPC	Music	Academy—Registration for the 
FPC Music Academy fall semester is now open. The Music 
Academy is a program of vocal and instrumental lessons to 
allow our younger disciples and adults to explore their God-
given artistic gifts. We have assembled a team of five very 
qualified instructors in voice, violin, harp, piano, and organ. 
The fall semester runs from August–November. Lessons 
are held on Monday–Thursday evenings from 3:00–6:30 
p.m. in the Cheek House Chapel. Registration closes June 
30. For more information, contact Peter Rogahn (progahn@
fpcnashville.org).

RECREATION
Pool	Fellowship	&	Open	Swim	|	Opens	Today	|	2:30–4:30	
p.m.	|	Don	Wade	Memorial	Pool—The FPC pool opens 
today. Pool Fellowship & Open Swim is a time for our church 
family to make memories together and cool off during these 
hot summer days. The pool has limited seating, so bring a 
lawn chair and all your usual swim gear. All are welcome 
to join us for swimming and fellowship; however, children 
will need adult supervision. Please note there will not be a 
lifeguard on duty, so please swim carefully. 

YOUTH
Pray	for	the	West	Virginia	Trip—Rising 9th–12th graders 
departed this weekend for their trip to West Virginia and return 
next Friday, June 9. Please join us in praying for their time of 
service and spiritual growth during this memorable trip. 

MISSIONS
Red	Cross	Blood	Drive	|	Wednesday,	June	14	|	12:00–5:00	
p.m.	|	Courtenay	Hall—Did you know someone in the United 
States needs blood every two seconds due to an accident, 
disaster or illness?  Help save lives in your community by 
giving the gift of life by donating blood. Sign up on our 
website or contact missions@fpcnashville.org. 
Summer	Habitat	Build	Weekends	|	June	10–11	and	
June	17–18—Come work with us to help a hardworking 
future Habitat homeowner take steps toward a better life by 
purchasing their own home. This year’s Habitat recipients are 
Latisha Burns and her 8-year-old son. Latisha works at Thistle 
Farms as a sales assistant and proudly received her high school 
GED at 33. Each build day covers a variety of tasks for every 
age and skill level. Breakfast bars, coffee, and a full lunch 
and water will be covered, so all you have to do is sign up for 
a build day and show up dressed and ready to work. Contact 
missions@fpcnashville.org for more information.
Upcoming	FPC	Mission	Trips—FPC is committed to 
serving Christ around the world, and we are planning several 
mission trips in the coming months. Registration for our trips 
to the Dominican Republic (September 16–22) and Cuba 
(November 4–10) is open through July 14. Please check the 
website for more details about these exciting opportunities. We 
look forward to serving alongside you and growing in our faith 
together. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
Presbyterian	Women	Handiwork	Drop-In	|	Monday,	
June	5	|	9:00	a.m.–12:00	p.m.	|	Memorial	Library—All 
women who enjoy portable handiwork (knitting, crocheting, 
needlepoint, cross stitch, etc.) are invited to join us on the first 
Monday of each month. Bring your current handiwork project 
and we will enjoy Christian fellowship, build community, and 
work on our respective crafts. For information, contact Karen 
Pasquale (karenpasquale@comcast.net). Please note our July 
meeting is canceled due to the 4th of July holiday.

LOOKING AHEAD
July 16 | Matthew 25 Volunteer Dinner 

August 4–5 | NaCoMe All-Church Retreat
September 10 | Save the Date: Kickoff Sunday



under 
the stars

5:00 p.m. Dinner
5:45–7:45 p.m. VBS Program

Visit fpcnashville.org 
or scan the code to register 
as a family or as a volunteer

Join us for the launch of Bill Caruso’s book Out 
Franklin Road: The Oak Hill Home of Nashville’s 
First Presbyterian Church. The book is a brief 
history of FPC’s home since 1949. Owned by 
a succession of influential Nashvillians since 
1790—this 60-acre tract of land has a vast and 
interesting history. Bill served many years as the 
FPC historian before moving to Black Mountain, 
NC, in 2023. You can hear him speak about this 
new book today during the Education Hour. 
Books will be available for purchase. 

Out Franklin Road Book Launch
Book Signing | Today | Education Hour | 9:30 a.m.


