
THIRTEENTH SUNDAY  
AFTER PENTECOST 

August 27, 2023 
8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

To know Christ, to make Him known and to exhibit His love through worship, education and service.



ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Fugue in C 
Dietrich Buxtehude

WELCOME AND MINUTE FOR MISSION

†INTROIT  Tell Out My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord   
Woodlands  

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord: unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; tender to me the 
promise of his word; in God my Savior shall my heart rejoice. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP | based on Romans 11:33–36 Dr. Sandra Randleman

Pastor: Oh, the depths of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his  
 judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
All: For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?
Pastor: Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid? 
All: For from him and through him and to him are all things.  
Pastor: To him be glory forever. Amen! 

*†OPENING HYMN 12  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
St. Denio  

*PRAYER OF ADORATION  Chris Holstein (8:30)   
Rev. Sara Hill (11:00)

FIRST LESSON |  Psalm 124:1–8 (page 517)  

1 If it had not been the Lord who was on our side—let Israel now say—2 if it had not been the Lord who 
was on our side when people rose up against us, 3 then they would have swallowed us up alive, when their 
anger was kindled against us; 4 then the flood would have swept us away, the torrent would have gone over 
us; 5 then over us would have gone the raging waters. 6 Blessed be the Lord, who has not given us as prey 
to their teeth! 7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowlers; the snare is broken, and we have 
escaped! 8 Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

AUGUST 27,  2023  Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

WORDS OF PREPARATION

“Religion is your seeking after a god in your own image. Christianity is God’s seeking you and 
moving to redeem you by the death of His Son.” 

—James Montgomery Boice



Leader: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

CALL TO CONFESSION  Dr. John Musgrave (8:30) 
Gage Arnold (11:00) 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Jesus, friend of sinners, your words to your disciples were plain: “Whatever we did for the least 
of our brothers and sisters we did for you.” We confess that we have not loved you with our whole 
hearts, and we have not loved our neighbor as you have commanded. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for 
joyful obedience. In your mercy, Lord Jesus, please save us, help us, keep us, and love us, now and 
always. Amen.   

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE   Jesus, What a Friend of Sinners 
Hyfrydol

Jesus! What a friend for sinners!  
Jesus! Lover of my soul;  
Friends may fail me, foes assail me,  
He, my Savior, makes me whole.  
Hallelujah! What a Savior!  
Hallelujah! What a friend!  
Saving, helping, keeping, loving,  
He is with me to the end. 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH |  Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence by signing the friendship pad  
and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.

‡BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES  Mallory Hammond 

‡During the 8:30 and 11:00 services, PreK and Kindergarten  
children (ages 4–6) are invited to join Young Children & Worship.

HYMN OF PREPARATION 443 There Is a Redeemer  
 Green



SCRIPTURE READING |  Romans 12:1–8 (page 947)   

1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is 
good and acceptable and perfect. 3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think 
of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 
measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do 
not all have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members 
one of another. 6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, 
in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who 
exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one 
who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.

Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON                                   Sold Out for Christ Dr. Ryan Moore
“… present your bodies as a living sacrifice …” —Romans 12:1

OFFERTORY  O For a Closer Walk with God 
Stanford

O for a closer walk with God, a calm and heav’nly frame; a light to shine upon the road that leads me to 
the Lamb! Return, O holy Dove, return! Sweet messenger of rest; I hate the sins that made thee mourn, 
and drove thee from my breast. So shall my walk be close with God, calm and serene my frame; so purer 
light shall mark the road that leads me to the Lamb.  

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by dropping your gift  
in the offering plate, texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  Dr. Sandra Randleman

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN 363  Rejoice, the Lord is King! 
Darwall’s 148th 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 



CHORAL RESPONSE  Amen 
Peter Lutkin

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Trumpet Tune in A 
Michael McCabe

*  Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor 
John Musgrave, DMin – Parish Associate
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions
Gage Arnold – Director of Youth Programming 
Mallory Hammond – Director Ministry with Children & Their Families  
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist       

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN COORDINATING TEAM 2023-24
Diane Becker, Wanda Carpenter, Sue Clark, Annette Crout, Betsy Davies, Catherine Davis, Rachel 
Davis, Nancy Eason, Sally Einstman, Itice Goldthorpe, Kim Greene, Mary Gregory, Beth Hamilton, Kim 
Hardin, Jean Isenberg, Cindy Lassing, Karen Pasquale, Dr. Sandra Randleman, Jennifer Richmond, Pam 
Shampain, Anne Turner, Gayle Welch

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. James A. 
Webb, Jr., Mr. James A. Webb III, Mr. William Vann Bartlett Webb, and Mr. William Vann Bartlett Webb, 
Jr., by the Frank Bass Family.  

SUPPORTING FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
You can make a gift or fulfill a pledge payment by placing your gift in the offering plate,    
texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, donating online at fpcnashville.org, or scan the QR code.

MUSIC NOTES: Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord CCLI Song # 2402653 Timothy Dudley-Smith © 1962. Renewal 1990 Hope Publishing Company 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1121456.; There is a Redeemer CCLI Song # 11483 Melody 
Green © 1982 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing; Birdwing Music; Ears To Hear For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights 
reserved www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1121456; The Lord Bless You and Keep You Peter Lutkin © 1959, Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net License A-#714895. Trumpet Tune in A Major by Michael McCabe © 1982 Belwin Sacred. All rights reserved OneLicense.net License A #714895. 
COVER IMAGE: Adoring Saints: Left Main Tier Panel, Jacopo di Cione and workshop, 1370-1, Egg tempera on wood, The National Gallery, London, UK.



WELCOME
First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with us today. Since 1814 
First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the common good. We are rooted in the Reformed, 
orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger church. If you do not have a church home, we would love to welcome you!
Hearing Assistance App Directions 
Join WiFi network. You must be connected to this network 
for the app to work. Network Name: FPC Guest; Password: 
GreenRock-81. Download the WaveCAST app. Open 
the app and select “First Pres Sanctuary.” Plug in your 
headphones and adjust the volume to your preference.
Join us downstairs in Courtenay Hall between services for 
coffee and doughnuts.
To livestream worship and special events 
or view past services, visit youtube.com/
firstpresbyterianchurchofnashville.

Children of all ages are invited to worship alongside their 
families and worship activity bags are provided at each 
entrance to the Sanctuary. Young Children & Worship meets 
in Grundy Hall in the Children’s Ministry Wing for ages 4–6. 
Parents pick up at the door of Grundy Hall. After 8:30 a.m. 
worship, children can stay for the Education Hour. Nursery 
care for children ages 0–3 is available from 8:15 a.m.–12:15 
p.m. Check-in and pickup for nursery care are both located at 
the nursery entrance near Courtenay Lounge. The Mother and 
Infant Quiet Room is located in the Nursery Wing.

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE CONNECTED?
If you are new to our community, we would love to get to know you and welcome you personally into the life and ministry 
of First Presbyterian Church. Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, fill out the Connect Card to get more 
involved, update your contact information, or sign up for church communications. Drop your completed Connect Card in 
the offering plate so we can follow up!

Stay informed about news and upcoming events by reading FPC’s weekly Parish News email.  
To subscribe, email communications@fpcnashville.org.

Sunday, September 10
9:30 a.m. | Outside Sanctuary 
Join the entire church family at our all-church kickoff as 
we reconnect after a busy summer! Our Kickoff Sunday 
is a time to gather as a church family for fellowship and 
learn ways to connect at FPC this fall. Our football-themed 
celebration kicks off outside the Sanctuary between 
morning worship services with fun for all ages. We will 
also listen to the musical talents of the Sam Levine Trio 
while enjoying a tasty pick-up breakfast. See you there!     

Fall Communities of Belonging (COB) 
September 10–November 19
COBs will align with the Sunday sermon text as we explore the 
book of Hebrews. The letter urges us to hold fast to our faith and 
hope in Christ, continually reminding us that Christ is above all. 
Join a COB for group discussion and connection as we grow in our 
faith and relationship with one another. Questions? Contact Julia 
Wilk (jwilk@fpcnashville.org.) Visit our Linktree page to sign up.    



N E WS AN D E VENTS V I S I T  L I N K T R . E E / F P C N A S H V I L L E  TO L E A R N M O R E

ADULT EDUC ATION
Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering | Tuesday, September 
12 | 10:30 a.m. | Courtenay Hall | $15—All FPC women 
are invited to join us for the PW Fall Gathering, where we 
will launch our study of Words of Life by Adam Hamilton, 
followed by lunch and fellowship. Pastor Ryan Moore will 
teach on the first chapter of our study, and Linda Leathers 
Tullock will speak on the theme of Love God, Love People. 
You can purchase a copy of Words of Life at our church 
bookstore, BookMarks, or at the PW Fall Gathering. Make 
your reservations for the PW Fall Gathering online or in 
person with cash or check during the Education Hour today in 
Courtenay Hall. Contact presbyterianwomen@fpcnashville.
org for more information. 
Means of Grace Study | Thursday Evenings Starting 
September 7 | 6:00–7:00 p.m.—Join Dr. Stuart Gordon in 
studying weekly devotions following the liturgical calendar 
from Means of Grace: A Year of Weekly Devotions by Fleming 
Rutledge. Rutledge is a retired Episcopal priest and gifted 
preacher. Her profound insights will help you gain a clearer 
view of the living God present and acting in the story of 
redemption. You can purchase a copy at our church bookstore, 
BookMarks. Contact Stuart Gordon for details (sgordon@
fpcnashville.org).
History, Politics, and Religion | Tuesday, September 12 
6:00–7:00 p.m. | Gathering Place | In-person and via 
Zoom—Dr. Stuart Gordon’s monthly class, History, Politics, 
and Religion, returns on Tuesday, September 12. This class 
and discussion’s goal is to help improve our ability to engage 
differences and enhance our witness as Christian citizens. 
We will look at Philip Gorski’s American Covenant: A 
History of Civil Religion from the Puritans to the Present 
and spend time in shared reflection on a portion of Romans 
12—studying what it looks like for the body of Christ to bear 
witness to God. Each meeting will provide the opportunity 
to practice around tables the kind of conversation that grows 
skills in humility, searching for truth, and covenant love. 
Contact Stuart Gordon for details (sgordon@fpcnashville.org).
A Public Faith: Fall Study | Wednesdays and Fridays 
starting September 13 and 15 | 12:00 p.m.—This fall, 
Dr. Stuart Gordon will lead weekly discussions of Richard 
Haass’ little book, The Bill of Obligations. You’re invited to 
a conversation that welcomes folks from across the political 
spectrum, regardless of faith commitment. A Public Faith is 
the Rev. Gordon’s effort at encouraging Christians to engage 
in the public sphere in respectful, reasonable conversation 
with fellow citizens of various commitments. Groups will 
meet Wednesdays in Vance Hall and on Zoom and Fridays 
on Zoom only. Contact Stuart Gordon for details (sgordon@
fpcnashville.org).

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUN IT Y 
Volunteers Needed: Welcome Visitors as a Soccer Saint | 
Saturdays, August 19–October 7—Would you help us create 
a warm and welcoming atmosphere by volunteering as a Soccer 
Saint at one of our welcome tents on Saturday mornings during 
soccer season? Whether you are young, old or in between, it’s a 

great way to serve God’s people and spread joy. Your ministry 
of presence will be a blessing to our community. Visit our 
Linktree page to sign up.

M ISS IONS
Supporting Maui Fire Relief Fund—In response to the tragic 
fire that has devastated Lahaina, the Missions Council and 
Coordinating Council have approved a $10,000 donation for the 
Maui Fire Relief Fund. With the death toll of over 100 victims 
and extensive destruction, we recognize the urgent need for 
assistance. You may contribute, too, by sending checks to the 
church office designated for the Maui Fire Relief Fund—acting 
compassionately together, as our church always has, in aid to 
those in dire need.
Volunteer Opportunity: Share Table | 1:45–2:15 p.m. | One 
Friday per month—One of our partners, the Society of Saint 
Andrew, is coordinating a gleaning mission called Share Table 
to give children the experience of giving and giving to those 
in need. Students from Glendale and Percy Priest Elementary 
will share items from their lunch boxes that they don’t want 
to eat with other students. Leftover food at the end of the 
lunch period goes to the Nashville Rescue Mission. They are 
seeking volunteers to pick up this surplus food and deliver 
it to the Nashville Rescue Mission one Friday per month. It 
usually consists of apples, cheese snacks, and milk. For more 
information, contact Missions (missions@fpcnashville.org). 
Upcoming Mission Trips—FPC is committed to serving 
Christ around the world, and we are planning several mission 
trips in the coming months. Please check the website for more 
details about these exciting opportunities or contact Missions 
(missions@fpcnashville.org) for more information. 
Jamaica Mission Trip | February 3‒10, 2024—This year’s 
mission trip is looking for dentists and construction help to 
build much-needed homes in the community in partnership 
with St. Andrews Church. Oak Hill School is also sending a 
team of teachers to work on school programs for the children. 
The deadline for registration and deposit is due by October 31. 
J.T. Martin is the trip leader. Trip cost is approximately $1,600. 
Multi-Generational Jamaica Mission Trip | March 9‒15, 
2024—Join this amazing multi-generational mission trip to 
Jamaica. This will be a trip for building relationships with 
projects for ages 12 and up. We encourage families as well and 
individuals to participate. The deadline for registration and 
deposit is due by December 31.

UPCOM ING P ILG RIMAG E
FPC Sanctuary Choir Tour | England | July 21‒29, 2024—
The FPC Sanctuary Choir has been invited for summer 
Residency at England’s Wells Cathedral. The Residency 
includes supplying anthems and psalm settings for their nightly 
evening worship services as well as music for the Sunday 
service on July 28. In addition to the services at the Cathedral, 
short day excursions to parts of western UK are also scheduled. 
As with our past tours, we expect that 20-25 choir members 
will travel and FPC members and friends are also invited as 
space will allow. For more information, contact Daphne Garey 
(dgarey@fpcnashville.org)



SUNDAY SCHOOL 
ADULT EDUCATION

FPC Sunday School classes offer an excellent opportunity to develop friendships and enjoy Christian 
community. Classes range in size, formats, and content, and leadership is drawn from among church 
staff, church members, and professional guests. Most classes start at 9:45 a.m. during the Education 

Hour unless otherwise noted. We hope you will join us! 

BETHEL B IBLE CL ASS       
Leader: Tom Swain 
Location: Room L-203
The Bethel Bible Series reveals the Bible to us as one 
fully-connected love story by God, from Genesis to 
Revelation. We are blessed to be a blessing. In 2023, we’re 
dividing the class into “Bethel Bible Mini-Series” so that 
class members can join and depart as their lives dictate. 
We will record and share each lesson so members can 
continue their Bethel journey when they  
are away.

COFFEE & B IBLE CL ASS 
Leaders: Betty and Marty Dickens 
Location: Memorial Library
This small group Bible study has an emphasis on God’s 
word as a guide to our daily walk with Christ. Bring your 
Bible and coffee and join the discussions around scripture.

CORNERSTONE CL ASS 
Leaders: John Hollins, Chris Kirkland, Ben Merrill, 
Darryl Thompson & Julia Wilk 
Location: Vance Hall 
This class explores the study of the Bible and Biblical 
topics through a combination of lecture and discussion.

HIDE AND SEEK 
Leaders: Matt King 
Location: Courtenay Lounge
Time: 10:05 a.m.–10:35 a.m.
This gathering will be a unique Sunday School hour 
option that offers spiritual nourishment for all, following 
the scripture of the sermon each week. Discussion and 
participation are encouraged but not required. 

CURRENT ISSUES CL ASS 
Leader: Sally Ostheimer 
Location: Room L-200

DISCIPLESHIP CL ASS 
Leaders: David Goodcase, Jim Cawood  
& Charlie Bryan Sr. 
Location: Witherspoon Meeting Room 
A Bible-based class that often engages in line-by-line 
study of a particular Scripture.

FAMILY FELLOWSHIP CL ASS 
Leader: Dr. Ryan Moore 
Location: Jones Session Room
The Family Fellowship Sunday school class provides 
a warm, welcoming, environment for community and 
Christian Education.

GOOD NEWS CL ASS 
Leader: Dr. John Musgrave 
Location: Room L-207
The Good News Class looks at significant theologians 
reflecting on their lives and impact on the Christian faith 
and the study of scripture.

JUNE R AMSEY CL ASS 
Leaders: Various guest speakers;  
facilitated by Scott Pearson 
Location: Cheek House Living Room
Professors, visiting scholars, and graduate students from 
Vanderbilt Divinity School and Graduate Department of 
Religion, lead this class in study of theology, Bible, ethics, 
and worship, as well as other pastoral topics. 

LOGOS CL ASS:  
Fal l  Study–What Is  Marr iage For? 

Leader: Dr. Stuart Gordon 
Location: Stanford Chapel 

Time: 10:00–10:40 a.m.
Starting September 17, the Logos Class will take a closer look at marriage through the lens of the Gospel.  

Dr. Stuart Gordon will examine Bible texts with marriage imagery at the center, along with lessons for  
every marriage to be drawn from them. Contact Stuart Gordon for details (sgordon@fpcnashville.org). 


