
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY  
AFTER PENTECOST

September 24, 2023 
8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

To know Christ, to make Him known and to exhibit His love through worship, education and service.



ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Voluntary on Old 100th 
Henry Purcell  

WELCOME AND MINUTE FOR MISSION  Melissa and Walt Burton

†INTROIT  Tell Out My Soul   
Woodlands 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; tender to me the 
promise of his word; in God my Savior shall my heart rejoice. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Dr. John Musgrave (8:30) 
Gage Arnold (11:00) 

Pastor: We have gathered to praise our gracious God.
All:	 Praise	God,	from	whom	all	blessings	flow!	
Pastor: Let us worship the eternal God, our Father, the source of love and life.
All:  Let us worship Jesus Christ, the risen one, who is seated  

at the right hand of Majesty on high.
Pastor: Let us worship the Holy Spirit, the holy fire, who renews us.  
All:	 To	the	one	true	God	be	praise,	in	all	times	and	places,	through	the	grace	of	Christ	Jesus!

*†OPENING HYMN 260  Alleluia Sing to Jesus 
Hyfrydol 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION  Donna Dalton (8:30) 
Laura Coyle (11:00)

FIRST LESSON |  Revelation 5:1–14 (page 1030)   

1 Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written within and on the back, 
sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to 
open the scroll and break its seals?” 3 And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open 
the scroll or to look into it, 4 and I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the 
scroll or to look into it. 5 And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.” 6 And between 
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WORDS OF PREPARATION

For now treat the Scripture of God as the face of God. Melt in its presence.
—Saint Augustine



the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been 
slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth.  
7 And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne. 8 And when he 
had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each 
holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new 
song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood 
you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, 10 and you have made 
them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.” 11 Then I looked, and I heard 
around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of 
myriads and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to 
receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” 13 And I heard every 
creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him 
who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”  
14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped.

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

CALL TO CONFESSION  Is He Worthy? 
Andrew Peterson  

Do you feel the world is broken? We do.   
Do you feel the shadows deepen? We do.   
But do you know that all the dark won’t stop the light from getting through? We do.   
Do you wish that you could see it all made new? We do.   
Is all creation groaning? It is.   
Is a new creation coming? It is.   
Is the glory of the Lord to be the light within our midst? It is.   
Is it good that we remind ourselves of this? It is.   
Is anyone worthy? Is anyone whole? Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll? The Lion of Judah 
who conquered the grave, he is David’s Root and the Lamb who died to ransom the slave. Is he worthy? Is 
he worthy? Of all blessing and honor and glory, is he worthy of this? He is.   
Does the Father truly love us? He does.   
Does the Spirit move among us? He does.   
And does Jesus, our Messiah, hold forever those he loves? He does.   
Does our God intend to dwell again with us? He does.   
Is anyone worthy? Is anyone whole? Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll? The Lion of Judah 
who conquered the grave, he is David’s Root and the Lamb who died to ransom the slave. From every 
people and tribe, every nation and tongue, he has made us a kingdom and priests to God, to reign with the 
Son. Is he worthy? Is he worthy? Of all blessing and honor and glory, is he worthy? Is he worthy? Is he 
worthy of this? He is. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Dr. Stuart Gordon (8:30) 
Dr. Sandra Randleman  (11:00)

O	Lord,	you	who	are	all	merciful,	take	away	my	sins	from	me	and	enkindle	within	me	the	fire	of	your	
Holy	Spirit.	Take	away	this	heart	of	stone	from	me	and	give	me	a	heart	of	flesh	and	blood,	a	heart	
to love and adore you, a heart which may delight in you, love you, and please you, for Christ’s sake. 
Amen. 

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  



*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  Glory Be to the Father 
Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be;  
world without end. Amen, amen.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH |  Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our	Lord;	who	was	conceived	by	the	Holy	Ghost,	born	of	the	Virgin	Mary,	suffered	under	Pontius	
Pilate,	was	crucified,	dead,	and	buried;	he	descended	into	hell;	the	third	day	he	rose	again	from	
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence by signing the friendship pad  
and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.

‡BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES  

‡During the 8:30 and 11:00 services, PreK and Kindergarten  
children (ages 4–6) are invited to join Young Children & Worship.

HYMN OF PREPARATION  How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 
Stuart Townend
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SCRIPTURE READING |  Hebrews 2:5–18 (page 1001)  

5 For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking. 6 It has been 
testified somewhere, “What is man, that you are mindful of him, or the son of man, that you care for him? 7 

You made him for a little while lower than the angels; you have crowned him with glory and honor,  
8 putting everything in subjection under his feet.” Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left 
nothing outside his control. At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him. 9 But we see him 
who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because 
of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 10 For it was fitting 
that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder 
of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11 For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have 
one source. That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers, 12 saying, “I will tell of your name to my 
brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.” 13 And again, “I will put my trust in 
him.” And again, “Behold, I and the children God has given me.” 14 Since therefore the children share in 
flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the 
one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were 
subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 
17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and 
faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For because he 
himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON                                     Why Did Christ Suffer? Dr. Ryan Moore
For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist,  

in bringing many sons to glory should make  
the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. —Hebrews 2:10

OFFERTORY  Jesus, Lover of My Soul  
Philip W.J. Stopford

Jesus, lover of my soul, let me to thy bosom fly, while the nearer waters roll, while the tempest still is high; 
hide me, O my Saviour, hide, till the storm of life be past; safe into the haven guide, O receive my soul at 
last! Other refuge have I none; hangs my helpless soul on thee; leave, ah! Leave me not alone, still support 
and comfort me. All my trust on thee is stayed, all my help from thee I bring; cover my defenseless head 
with the shadow of thy wing. Thou, O Christ, art all I want; more than all in thee I find. Raise the fallen, 
cheer the faint, heal the sick, and lead the blind, just and holy is thy name; I am all unrighteousness. False 
and full of sin I am; thou art full of truth and grace. Plenteous grace on thee is found, grace to cover all my 
sin. Let the healing streams abound; make and keep me pure within. Thou of life the fountain art; freely let 
me take of thee. Spring thou up within my heart. Rise, to all eternity. Amen. 

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by dropping your gift  
in the offering plate, texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.



*CLOSING HYMN 268  Crown Him with Many Crowns 
Diademata

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE  May the Mind of Christ, My Savior 
St. Leonards

May the mind of Christ, my Savior, live in me from day to day; by his love and power controlling all I do 
and say. May the Word of God dwell richly in my heart from hour to hour; so that all may see I triumph 
only thro’ his pow’r. May the peace of God my Father rule my life in everything, that I may be calm to 
comfort sick and sorrowing. May his beauty rest upon me as I seek the lost to win; and may they forget the 
channel, seeing only him. 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY        Finale Jubilante 
Healey Willan 

*  Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor 
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Senior Associate Pastor for Christian Formation & Witness  
John Musgrave, DMin – Parish Associate 
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions 
Gage Arnold – Director of Youth Programming 
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music  
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist 
Claire Paschal – Soprano  

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. DeWitt 
Thompson III by their family.

SUPPORTING FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
You can make a gift or fulfill a pledge payment by placing your gift in the offering plate,    
texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, donating online at fpcnashville.org, or scan the QR code.

MUSIC NOTES: Finale Jubilante by Healey Willan from Five Pieces for Organ, BMI Canada Limited, 1959 Used by Permission. 
Is He Worthy by Andrew Peterson | Ben Shive © 2018 Capitol CMG Genesis (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Junkbox Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG 
Publishing) Vamos Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Jakedog Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) For use solely with the SongSelect® 
Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1121456. How Deep the Father’s Love For Us by Stuart Townend © 1995 Thankyou Music 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1121456. Jesu, Lover of My Soul, Philip Stopford © 2015 
Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc., St. Louis, MO All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-714895.  
COVER IMAGE: The Adoration of the Name of Jesus, El Greco, late 1570s, Oil and egg tempera on pine, The National Gallery, London.

SYMPATHIES 

We extend our condolences to the family and friends of Edgar ‘David’ Broadhurst III. 



N E WS AN D E VENTS V I S I T  L I N K T R . E E / F P C N A S H V I L L E  TO L E A R N M O R E

What Do We Really Need? Lecture with Warren 
Kinghorn | Tuesday, October 17 | 7:00 p.m. | Courtenay 
Hall—Rates of depression and anxiety are rising, especially 
among young people. Sometimes the reasons are clear and 
close to home, sometimes not. But do diagnostic labels help 
or harm? And how can churches and Christian communities 
contribute to healing? Join psychiatrist and theologian Warren 
Kinghorn for a conversation about the roots of anxiety and 
depression, what our hearts long for, and who God is calling 
us to be together. This event is held in partnership with 
St. George’s Episcopal and Duke Divinity. Visit linktr.ee/
fpcnashville to register.
2023 Directories Available—The new 2023 printed 
directories are now available. Stop by the hospitality desk to 
pick up a copy for your household.
Visit	the	FPC	Bookstore!—Bookmarks, our FPC bookstore, 
has a new shipment of Bill Caruso’s book, Out Franklin Road. 
Stop by and pick up your copy. We also have added “gently 
loved” children’s books for $.50 and some new adult “gently 
loved” books. Thistle Farms products are 10 percent off. Stop 
by and see us any Sunday morning.

F IRST FR IEN DS 
First Friends Outing | Sunday, October 8 | 2:00 p.m. | 
Johnson Theater | Cost: $31—One-man play Churchill at 
TPAC. Reservations required and limited.
FPC Book Club | Tuesday, October 17 | 2:30 p.m. Church 
Library—Discussing The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah.
First Friends Luncheon | Thursday, October 19 | 
12:00 p.m. | Courtney Hall—Update on New Creation 
Presbyterian Church.

M ISS IONS
Upcoming Service Opportunities—We hope you will join us 
for these upcoming opportunities to share food and fellowship 
with our Mission partners. These are great ways to serve with 
your family, friends, or Sunday School class. Email missions@
fpcnashville.org for more information. 

Men of Valor Rockin’ on the Ridge | October 3 | 4:00–
7:00 p.m.—We are firing up the Burnt Offerings grill to 
serve Men of Valor in Antioch. 
Matthew25 Dinner | October 8 | 4:45–6:30 p.m.—Join 
alongside other FPC members, bring a dish, and share a 
meal and time with 25 residents. 
UKirk Nashville | November 30 | 6:00 p.m—Bring a dish 
to join a group from FPC that will provide a meal for 10–12 
college students, then join them for worship if you can.  

Upcoming Mission Trips—FPC is committed to serving 
Christ around the world. Check the website for more details 
about these trips or email missions@fpcnashville.org for more 
information. 

Jamaica	Mission	Trip	|	February	3‒10,	2024—This 
mission trip is looking for dentists and construction help to 
build much-needed homes in the community. The deadline 
for registration and deposit is due by October 31. 
Multi-Generational Jamaica Mission Trip | March 
10‒15,	2024—Join this amazing multi-generational mission 
trip to Jamaica. This will be a trip for building relationships 
with projects for ages 12 and up. We encourage families 
as well and individuals to participate. The deadline for 
registration and deposit is due by December 31.

LOOKING AH E AD 
Oct. 22 | Fall Festival & Trunk or Treat | 4:00 p.m.

Nov. 1 | Room In The Inn Begins
Nov. 4 | Inquirers Class | 9:00 a.m. –1:00 p.m. 

Nov. 11 | Moonlighters Big Band & Dance | 2:00 p.m.
Nov. 19 | Advent Wreath Workshop | 5:00 p.m.

Nov. 20 | Rise Against Hunger Meal Packing | 3:30 p.m.

FPC STAFF N E WS 
Meet Cameron Timmons, New Assistant Youth Director! 
It is with great joy that we welcome Cameron Timmons to the FPC staff. As our new 
Assistant Youth Director, Cameron will primarily work with girls in the youth ministry. 
Cameron holds a degree in Bible and Theology from Lee University and is working on 
her Masters of Divinity at Lipscomb University. Cameron has a deep faith, a robust love 
for teenagers, and a joyful heart with a love for people, play, and laughter. She is thrilled 
and excited to get to know our FPC family and students. All youth and families are 
invited to join us during the Sunday School hour (9:45 a.m. in The Gathering Place) for 
an opportunity to meet her. She’ll also join us in the mud later at Crud Day! A perfect 
introduction to the best of FPC Youth.
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On this Stewardship Sunday, we reflect on our theme, Praise God from Whom All 
Blessings Flow. It is inspired by the realization that not just spiritual but material 
blessings come from our providential God: life itself, our particular talents and 

gifts, our income and wealth, our relationships, and our community.

As a member of this outpost of Christ’s kingdom, you are invited to rejoice and 
reflect this season on the Lord’s goodness to us, and to mindfully consider your 
response to the call, “be generous in every way, which through us will produce 

thanksgiving to God” (2 Corinthians 9:11).

Help Us Meet Our 2024 Stewardship Campaign Goals
Your pledge today helps us plan for programs, ministries, outreach,  

and operations for the year ahead and enables us to sustain an ongoing  
testimony to the blessings given to us in Jesus Christ. Help us meet our goal so  

we can do all the good we are called to do this upcoming year. 

Total dollars pledged: $4,131,000
Number of pledges: 540
Average pledge: $7,650

Make Your Pledge Here
fpcnashville.org/2024-generosity/


