
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY  
AFTER PENTECOST 

September 3, 2023 
8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

To know Christ, to make Him known and to exhibit His love through worship, education and service.



ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  I Love to Tell the Story 
Emma Lou Diemer 

WELCOME AND MINUTE FOR MISSION             Michael Hindman

†INTROIT  O Lord, Open Thou Our Lips   
Richard Webster

O Lord, open Thou our lips. and our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Mallory Hammond 

Pastor: This is holy ground. 
All: The Lord, the great I AM, is with us. 
Pastor: Calling us to let love be genuine; to hate what is evil, and to hold fast to what is good.
All: Let us rejoice in hope and be constant in prayer. 
Pastor: For in this way God’s glory will be made known and all people will praise God. 
All: Let us worship God.

*†OPENING HYMN 366  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  
Hyfrydol 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION  Jerry Breast (8:30)   
Sue Clark (11:00)

FIRST LESSON |  Exodus 3:1–15 (page 46)   

1 Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he led his flock 
to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 And the angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, 
yet it was not consumed. 3 And Moses said, “I will turn aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not 
burned.” 4 When the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, 
Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then he said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for 
the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6 And he said, “I am the God of your father, the God 
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WORDS OF PREPARATION

Individual bias is the perennial tendency to put one’s own self at the center of the universe and to 
think and act accordingly. Self-transcendence becomes blocked when  one lives with egotistical 

disregard for others. —Bernard Lonergan  

Self denial is not to think less of oneself, but not to think of oneself. —C.S. Lewis 



of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at 
God. 7 Then the Lord said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have heard 
their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to deliver them out 
of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing 
with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, 
and the Jebusites. 9 And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and I have also seen 
the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. 10 Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may 
bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go 
to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?” 12 He said, “But I will be with you, and this shall 
be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve 
God on this mountain.” 13 Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The 
God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 
14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I am has sent me to 
you.’” 15 God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, and 
thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations.

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

CALL TO CONFESSION  Dr. Sandra Randleman  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Have mercy on us, Lord; you have set your way before us, and we tremble to see it. It is not just 
suffering we are afraid to bear, but also the weight of your call: your command to excel in love, rejoice 
in hope, and live peaceably with all—your appeal to overcome evil with good. Who are we to live in 
such a way? We do not merit your confidence. Merciful God, forgive our fear and faithlessness. Help 
us to see what you see, to follow where you go, and to live in awe at your presence, which is our help 
and hope. Amen.  

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE   Glory Be to the Father 
Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH |  Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence by signing the friendship pad  
and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.



‡BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES  

‡During the 8:30 and 11:00 services, PreK and Kindergarten  
children (ages 4–6) are invited to join Young Children & Worship.

HYMN OF PREPARATION 718 Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said  
Bourbon

SCRIPTURE READING |  Matthew 16:21–28 (page 822)   

21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things 
from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to 
you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are 
not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If 
anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever 
would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit 
a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? 27 
For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each 
person according to what he has done. 28 Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not 
taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON                                     Discerning God’s Will Dr. John Musgrave
“Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another  
with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.” —Romans 12:9‒10

OFFERTORY  How Shall I Sing that Majesty? 
J.R. Daniels 

(Text by John Mason, from Spiritual Songs, 1683)

How shall I sing that majesty which angels do admire? Let dust in dust and silence lie; sing, sing, ye 
heavenly choir. Thousands of thousands stand around thy throne, O God most high; ten thousand times ten 
thousand sound thy praise; but who am I? Thy brightness unto them appears; whilst I thy footsteps trace, a 
sound of God comes to my ears, but they behold thy face. They sing because thou art their sun; Lord send 
a beam on me; for where heaven is but once begun, there alleluias be. Enlighten with faith’s light my heart, 
inflame it with love’s fire; then shall I sing and bear a part with that celestial choir. I shall, I fear, be dark 
and cold, with all my fire and light; yet, when thou dost accept their gold, Lord, treasure up my mite. How 
great a being, Lord, is thine, which doth all beings keep! Thy knowledge is the only line to sound so vast 
a deep. Thou art a sea without a shore, a sun without a sphere; thy time is now and evermore, thy place is 
everywhere.  

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by dropping your gift  
in the offering plate, texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN 726  Will You Come and Follow Me 
Kelvingrove

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

CHORAL RESPONSE  Amen 
Peter Lutkin

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Allegro vivace assa  from Sonata No. 1 in F Minor, Op. 65  
Felix Mendelssohn 

*  Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
John Musgrave, DMin – Parish Associate 
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions  
Mallory Hammond – Director Ministry with Children & Their Families 
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music  
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music 
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist     

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God and in honor of FPC ministers and staff. 

SUPPORTING FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
You can make a gift or fulfill a pledge payment by placing your gift in the offering plate,    
texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, donating online at fpcnashville.org, or scan the QR code.

MUSIC NOTES:  I Love to Tell the Story by Emma Lou Diemer (© 1997 from A New Liturgical Year, John Ferguson editor, Augsburg Publishing House) 
OneLicense.net License #A-714895. Preces and Suffrages in the Mixolydian Mode, © 2001 Richard Webster, published by Advent Press. Used by permission.; 
How Shall I Sing that Majesty? Arr. by J.R. Daniels Tune: Coe Fen, Kenneth Naylor (1931-1991) © Oxford University Press, Used by permission. OneLicense.
net License A-714895. Will You Come and Follow Me by John Bell © 1987, WGRG, c/o Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent All Rights Reserved. 
OneLicense.net License A-714895. The Lord Bless You and Keep You by Peter Lutkin © 1959, Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net 
License A-#714895. COVER IMAGE: Landscape with Moses and the Burning Bush, Domenichino (Domenico Zampieri), 1610–16, Oil on copper, Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. New York, NY.



WELCOME
First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with us today. Since 1814 
First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the common good. We are rooted in the Reformed, 
orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger church. If you do not have a church home, we would love to welcome you!
Hearing Assistance App Directions 
Join WiFi network. You must be connected to this network 
for the app to work. Network Name: FPC Guest; Password: 
GreenRock-81. Download the WaveCAST app. Open 
the app and select “First Pres Sanctuary.” Plug in your 
headphones and adjust the volume to your preference.
Join us downstairs in Courtenay Hall between services for 
coffee and doughnuts.
To livestream worship and special events 
or view past services, visit youtube.com/
firstpresbyterianchurchofnashville.

Children of all ages are invited to worship alongside their 
families and worship activity bags are provided at each 
entrance to the Sanctuary. Young Children & Worship meets 
in Grundy Hall in the Children’s Ministry Wing for ages 4–6. 
Parents pick up at the door of Grundy Hall. After 8:30 a.m. 
worship, children can stay for the Education Hour. Nursery 
care for children ages 0–3 is available from 8:15 a.m.–12:15 
p.m. Check-in and pickup for nursery care are both located at 
the nursery entrance near Courtenay Lounge. The Mother and 
Infant Quiet Room is located in the Nursery Wing.

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE CONNECTED?
If you are new to our community, we would love to get to know you and welcome you personally into the life and ministry 
of First Presbyterian Church. Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, fill out the Connect Card to get more 
involved, update your contact information, or sign up for church communications. Drop your completed Connect Card in 
the offering plate so we can follow up!

Stay informed about news and upcoming events by reading FPC’s weekly Parish News email.  
To subscribe, email communications@fpcnashville.org.

Fall Communities of Belonging (COB) 
September 10–November 19
COBs will align with the Sunday sermon text as we explore the 
book of Hebrews. The letter urges us to hold fast to our faith and 
hope in Christ, continually reminding us that Christ is above all. 
Join a COB for group discussion and connection as we grow in our 
faith and relationship with one another. Questions? Contact Julia 
Wilk (jwilk@fpcnashville.org.) Visit our Linktree page to sign up.    

LOOKING AH E AD 
First Friends Luncheon | Thursday, September 21  

Stewardship Sunday | Sunday, September 24
Crud Day | Sunday, September 24



V I S I T  L I N K T R . E E / F P C N A S H V I L L E  TO L E A R N M O R E

ADULT EDUC ATION
Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering | Tuesday, September 
12 | 10:30 a.m. | Courtenay Hall | $15—All FPC women 
are invited to join us for the PW Fall Gathering, where we 
will launch our study of Words of Life by Adam Hamilton, 
followed by lunch and fellowship. Pastor Ryan Moore will 
teach on the first chapter of our study, and Linda Leathers 
Tullock will speak on the theme of Love God, Love People. 
You can purchase a copy of Words of Life at our church 
bookstore, BookMarks, or at the PW Fall Gathering. Make 
your reservations for the PW Fall Gathering online or in 
person with cash or check during the Education Hour today in 
Courtenay Hall. Contact presbyterianwomen@fpcnashville.
org for more information. 
Means of Grace Study | Thursday Evenings Starting 
September 7 | 6:00–7:00 p.m.—Join Dr. Stuart Gordon in 
studying weekly devotions following the liturgical calendar 
from Means of Grace: A Year of Weekly Devotions by Fleming 
Rutledge. Rutledge is a retired Episcopal priest and gifted 
preacher. Her profound insights will help you gain a clearer 
view of the living God present and acting in the story of 
redemption. You can purchase a copy at our church bookstore, 
BookMarks. Contact Stuart Gordon for details (sgordon@
fpcnashville.org).
History, Politics, and Religion | Tuesday, September 12 
6:00–7:00 p.m. | Gathering Place | In-person and via 
Zoom—Dr. Stuart Gordon’s monthly class, History, Politics, 
and Religion, returns on Tuesday, September 12. This class 
and discussion’s goal is to help improve our ability to engage 
differences and enhance our witness as Christian citizens. 
We will look at Philip Gorski’s American Covenant: A 
History of Civil Religion from the Puritans to the Present 
and spend time in shared reflection on a portion of Romans 
12—studying what it looks like for the body of Christ to bear 
witness to God. Each meeting will provide the opportunity 
to practice around tables the kind of conversation that grows 
skills in humility, searching for truth, and covenant love. 
Contact Stuart Gordon for details (sgordon@fpcnashville.org).
Midweek Lunch & Study with Ryan Moore | beginning 
September 13 | 11:30 a.m. | Session Room—All are 
invited to join Dr. Ryan Moore for a weekly Bible study on 
Wednesdays. A light lunch will be served (cost: donation). 
Let us know if you plan to come, so we know how many to 
prepare for. RSVP: 615-298-9504 or lelliott@fpcnasville.org.
A Public Faith: Fall Study | Wednesdays and Fridays 
starting September 13 and 15 | 12:00 p.m.—This fall, 
Dr. Stuart Gordon will lead weekly discussions of Richard 
Haass’ book, The Bill of Obligations. You’re invited to a 
conversation that welcomes folks from across the political 
spectrum, regardless of faith commitment. A Public Faith is 
the Rev. Gordon’s effort at encouraging Christians to engage 
in the public sphere in respectful, reasonable conversation 
with fellow citizens. Groups will meet Wednesdays in Vance 
Hall and on Zoom and Fridays on Zoom only. Contact Stuart 
Gordon for details (sgordon@fpcnashville.org). 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUN IT Y 
Volunteers Needed: Welcome Visitors as a Soccer Saint | 
Saturdays, August 19–October 7—Would you help us create 
a warm and welcoming atmosphere by volunteering as a Soccer 
Saint at one of our welcome tents on Saturday mornings during 
soccer season? Whether you are young, old or in between, it’s a 
great way to serve God’s people and spread joy. Your ministry 
of presence will be a blessing to our community. Visit our 
Linktree page to sign up.

M ISS IONS
Supporting Maui Fire Relief Fund—In response to the tragic 
fire that has devastated Lahaina, the Missions Council and 
Coordinating Council have approved a $10,000 donation for the 
Maui Fire Relief Fund. With the death toll of over 100 victims 
and extensive destruction, we recognize the urgent need for 
assistance. You may contribute, too, by sending checks to the 
church office designated for the Maui Fire Relief Fund—acting 
compassionately together, as our church always has, in aid to 
those in dire need.
Upcoming Mission Trips—FPC is committed to serving 
Christ around the world, and we are planning several mission 
trips in the coming months. Please check the website for more 
details about these exciting opportunities or contact Missions 
(missions@fpcnashville.org) for more information. 
Jamaica Mission Trip | February 3‒10, 2024—This year’s 
mission trip is looking for dentists and construction help to 
build much-needed homes in the community in partnership 
with St. Andrews Church. Oak Hill School is also sending a 
team of teachers to work on school programs for the children. 
The deadline for registration and deposit is due by October 31. 
J.T. Martin is the trip leader. Trip cost is approximately $1,600. 
Multi-Generational Jamaica Mission Trip | March 9‒15, 
2024—Join this amazing multi-generational mission trip to 
Jamaica. This will be a trip for building relationships with 
projects for ages 12 and up. We encourage families as well and 
individuals to participate. The deadline for registration and 
deposit is due by December 31.

N E WS 
Congregational Meeting | September 17 | Following both 
Worship Services—A congregational meeting will be held 
on Sunday, September 17, following both worship services, 
for the purpose of voting on a slate of new officer candidates 
presented by the Officer Nominating Committee, and for the 
purpose of conferring the honorary title of Pastor Emeritus to 
the Rev. Dr. Todd B. Jones.



9:30 A.M.

SUNDAY
SEPT. 10

GO FPC

SINCE 1814

Join us as we gather as a church family 
for fellowship and learn how to connect 

at FPC this fall.�


