
F IRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
December 3, 2023 
8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

To know Christ, to make Him known and to exhibit His love through worship, education and service.



ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Comfort, Comfort Ye My People (Psalm 42) 
arr. Kevin McChesney  

WELCOME

LIGHTING OF THE FIRST CANDLE OF ADVENT The Burton Family (8:30)  
The Funk Family (11:00) 

Reader 1: In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void  
 and darkness covered the face of the deep.
Reader 2: A wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light.”  
Reader 1: And there was light. And God saw that the light was good. 
Reader 2: God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called  
	 Night.	And	there	was	evening	and	there	was	morning,	the	first	day.	
Reader 1: The Lord be with you.  
All: And also with you. 
Reader 2:  As we enter this season of Advent, may the love of God the Father, and the grace of Jesus the 

Son, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be and abide with us all. 
All: Amen!

†INTROIT  O Lord, Open Thou Our Lips   
Richard Webster 

O Lord, open thou our lips, and our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Gage Arnold (8:30) 
Dr. Sandra Randleman (11:00) 

Leader: The mighty God summons the earth from the rising of the sun to the place where it sets. 
All: Our God comes and will not be silent. God calls, and we respond to his love. 
Leader: The heavens declare God’s righteousness.
All: We tell of God’s glories!  
Leader:	 Offer	up	to	God	your	thanksgiving.
All: And our God will hear us, save us, and return to us in glory!

*†OPENING HYMN 93  Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 
Truro	

*PRAYER OF ADORATION  Jane Smith (8:30)   
Dr. Austin Hill (11:00)

DECEM BER 3 ,  2023   First Sunday of Advent 

WORDS OF PREPARATION

God does not need us. He could very easily do without us. But he is deeply moved by our need of 
him, our bitter, inescapable need. Is this perhaps the casualness and condescension of a great 

ruler, occasionally bending down to the man in the street? Not in the least. He takes our place and 
surrenders himself for us, thereby binding himself to us and compromising himself once and for all.

—Karl Barth



FIRST LESSON |  Isaiah 64:1–9 (page 623)   

1 Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake at your presence— 
2 as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—to make your name known to your 
adversaries, and that the nations might tremble at your presence! 3 When you did awesome things that we 
did not look for, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 4 From of old no one has heard 
or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God besides you, who acts for those who wait for him. 5 You 
meet him who joyfully works righteousness, those who remember you in your ways. Behold, you were 
angry, and we sinned; in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved? 6 We have all become 
like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, 
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7 There is no one who calls upon your name, who rouses 
himself to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have made us melt in the hand of 
our iniquities. 8 But now, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the 
work of your hand. 9 Be not so terribly angry, O Lord, and remember not iniquity forever. Behold, please 
look, we are all your people. 

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

CALL TO CONFESSION  Dr. John Musgrave (8:30) 
Mallory Hammond (11:00) 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Almighty Father, you are the source of every good and perfect gift. We praise your name for the 
greatest and most perfect gift: Your son, our Lord Jesus Christ. But in lifting him up, we humble 
ourselves before you. We confess to you, not only our sins of omission in failing to do what we know 
is right, but also our sins of commission in doing what you forbid. O Lord, we are weak and feeble, 
slow to confess our sins and prone to wander from the path of righteousness. Do not deal with us as 
our sins deserve but wash us clean in the blood of the Lamb and empower us by your Spirit to live to 
honor and serve our Savior King. We praise you that Christ was born like us that we might become 
like him. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.  

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  Angels We Have Heard on High 
Gloria	

Gloria in excelsis Deo!  
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH |  Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence by signing the friendship pad  
and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.



‡BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES  

‡During the 8:30 and 11:00 services, PreK and Kindergarten  
children (ages 4–6) are invited to join Young Children & Worship.

HYMN OF PREPARATION 92 While We Are Waiting, Come 
Waiting

SCRIPTURE READING |  Luke 1:5–20 (page 855)  

5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And 
he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 And they were both righteous 
before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of the Lord. 7 But they had no 
child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years. 8 Now while he was serving as 
priest before God when his division was on duty, 9 according to the custom of the priesthood, he was 
chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And the whole multitude of the people 
were praying outside at the hour of incense. 11 And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing 
on the right side of the altar of incense. 12 And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell 
upon him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and 
your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 14 And you will have joy and 
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink 
wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. 16 And he 
will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17 and he will go before him in the spirit 
and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of 
the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.” 18 And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I 
know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years.” 19 And the angel answered him, “I am 
Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news.  
20 And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things take place, because 
you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.”

Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON                                            Is This True?    Dr. Ryan Moore
“How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years.” —Luke 1:18

OFFERTORY  Climb to the Top of the Highest Mountain  
Carolyn Jennings 

Climb to the top of the highest mountain, joyous tidings proclaim to the world, lift up your voice, shout 
the	good	news:	Behold,	your	Lord	comes	to	you.	He	will	feed	his	flock	like	a	shepherd,	he	will	carry	the	
lambs in his arms, he will ever keep them safe from harm. Behold, your Lord comes to you. He who made 
the stars in the heaven, he who fashioned the earth and the sea, from time eternal he was God, the Alpha 
and Omega, he. Behold, your Lord! He will come in power and glory, he will rule with mercy and truth, 
hope of all the nations, light of all the world. He will love the little children, he will hold them in his arms. 
Love and trust him as a child. Behold, your Lord comes to you. 

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by dropping your gift  
in the offering plate, texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  



THE LORD’S SUPPER

INVITATION TO THE TABLE               Dr. Stuart Gordon

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  
All: And also with you.  
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  
All: We lift them up to the Lord.  
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
All: It is right for us to give thanks and praise. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

Communion at First Presbyterian Church is offered to all baptized Christians and will be served today by intinction.  
When your row is called, come forward, take a piece of bread, dip it into the cup, and receive both elements together.  

All bread is gluten free and the cup is juice. 

ANTHEM    My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout  
Star	of	the	County	Down			

My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great, and my spirit sings of the wondrous 
things	that	you	bring	to	the	ones	who	wait.	You	fixed	your	sight	on	your	servant’s	plight,	and	my	weakness	
you did not spurn, so from east to west shall my name be blest. Could the world be about to turn? Refrain: 
My	heart	shall	sing	of	the	day	you	bring.	Let	the	fires	of	your	justice	burn.	Wipe	away	all	tears,	for	the	dawn	
draws near, and the world is about to turn. Though I am small, my God, my all, you work great things in me, 
and your mercy will last from the depths of the past to the end of the age to be. Your very name puts the proud 
to	shame,	and	to	those	who	would	for	you	yearn,	you	will	show	your	might,	put	the	strong	to	flight,	for	the	
world is about to turn. Refrain. From the halls of power to the fortress tower, not a stone will be left on stone. 
Let the king beware for your justice tears every tyrant from his throne. The hungry poor shall weep no more, 
for the food they can never earn; there are tables spread; every mouth be fed, for the world is about to turn. 
Refrain. Though the nations rage from age to age, we remember who holds us fast: God’s mercy must deliver 
us from the conqueror’s crushing grasp. This saving word that our forebears heard is the promise which holds 
us bound, till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, who is turning the world around. Refrain.   

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN 106  Prepare the Way, O Zion 
Bereden	väg	för	Herran

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 



CHORAL RESPONSE  O Little Town of Bethlehem 
St.	Louis		

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given! So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his 
heaven. No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, where meek souls will receive him, still the 
dear Christ enters in. 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY       Praeludium in G Major 
Nicolas Bruhns 

*  Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor 
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Senior Associate Pastor 
for Christian Formation & Witness  
John Musgrave, DMin – Parish Associate 
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for 
Congregational Care & Missions 
Gage Arnold, MDiv – Director of Youth 
Programming 
Mallory Hammond – Director of Ministry with 
Children & Their Families 
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant 
Director of Music  

 
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist 
Claire Paschal – Soprano     
FPC Handbell Choir 
Lighting the Advent Wreath (8:30) – Walt, Melissa, 
Liam, Jeb, and Libby Burton  
Lighting the Advent Wreath (11:00) – Sam, Betsy, 
and Hattie Funk  
Acolytes – (8:30) Cate McDaniel and Libby McDaniel, 
(11:00) Heuer Ross and Richmond Ross Jr.
Candle Lighters – (8:30) Kennedy Potter,  
(11:00) Elaine Morgan

SUPPORTING FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
You can make a gift or fulfill a pledge payment by placing your gift in the offering plate,    
texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, donating online at fpcnashville.org, or scan the QR code.

MUSIC NOTES: Preces and Suffrages in the Mixolydian Mode, © Richard Webster, published by Advent Press, Used by permission. While We Are Waiting, 
Come by Claire Cloninger | Don Cason © 1986 Curb Word Music For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI 
License # 1121456. Climb to the Top of the Highest Mountain Words and Music by Carolyn Jennings. © 1981 Neil A. Kjos Music Company. All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net License #A-714895. My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout arr. by Rory Cooney © 1990 GIA Publications All rights reserved. OneLicense.net 
License #A-714895. Prepare the Way, O Zion text adaptation by Charles P. Price © 1980 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License 
#A-714895. COVER IMAGE: Adobe Stock 447415301

FPC STAFF NEWS
FPC recently added two new staff members to our team. Please give a warm welcome to Leah and Abigail. 

Leah Moser  
Interim Elementary Coordinator
As the Interim Elementary 
Coordinator, Leah is responsible 
for the nurture and care of our 
young disciples of Jesus Christ, 
1st-6th grade. Leah grew up 
in Winston-Salem, NC, and is 
currently pursuing a Master of 
Divinity. You can contact her at 
lmoser@fpcnashville.org. 

Abigail Hawkins  
Administrative Assistant 
Abigail (or Abbi) is responsible 
for administrative tasks in 
support of the overall function 
and activities of the church. Abbi 
has a Bachelor of Arts in Worship 
Ministry from Grace College and 
is originally from Michigan. You 
can contact her at ahawkins@
fpcnashville.org. 



A D V E N T &  C H R I S T M A S  E V E N T S  &  M I S S I O N  O P P O R T U N I T I E S
Ceilidh and Christmas Tree Lighting | Today | 4:30 p.m. | Courtenay Hall — A ceilidh (pronounced kay-lee) is a party with 
music and dancing, a Scottish tradition that we’ll celebrate together with flair. There will be food, Celtic music, and Scottish 
country dancing in Courtenay Hall, followed by carol singing and the lighting of the Christmas tree outside the Sanctuary. 
Registration is not required.  
Christmas Toy Drive | Today is the last day to donate gifts — FPC is holding a Christmas gift drive for children in need,  
infants through age 12. Collection boxes will be in the narthex and the lobby of the administrative wing. Toys should be  
new and unwrapped. 
99th Annual Christmas Waffle Shop at Downtown Presbyterian | Thursday, December 7 | 11:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.   
Enjoy waffles, a guided tour of the historic Egyptian Revival sanctuary, a silent auction, and the church’s gift shop at 
Downtown Presbyterian Church. All proceeds from this fundraiser will go directly to the Fish and Loaves ministry at The 
Downtown Presbyterian Church.
Christmas Greenery Dedication | Dedications close December 8 — FPC’s Flower Ministry prepares the greenery that 
beautifies our Sanctuary during the Advent season. A greenery fund has been established to provide for these decorations. 
During Advent, those who make a contribution to the greenery fund may do so in memory or in honor of loved ones. These 
dedications will be printed in the December 17 bulletin. To contribute and make a dedication, fill out a paper form (available in 
the narthex or hospitality center) or complete one online at linktr.ee/fpcnashville.
Youth Grade-Level Christmas Parties | December 10 | 9:40 a.m. | Gathering Place — Youth (7th-12th grade) will join others 
in their grade level for festivities and a white elephant gift exchange during the education hour. Bring a $5 white elephant gift 
(or a regift)! 
Presbyterian Women Christmas Gathering | December 12 | 10:30 a.m. | Courtenay Hall | Cost: $20 — Women of all ages are 
invited to join us on Tuesday, December 12, for a time of worship, music, and fellowship as we celebrate the season. Lunch will 
follow. Register online or call 615-383-1815 by December 8 or register in person in Courtenay Hall today.
College Christmas Gathering | December 18 | 6:00 p.m. | Stark–Gingrass Home — College students will gather for their 
Christmas party and dinner. RSVP to Ginger at gsheppard@fpcnashville.org by December 4.  
Epiphany Bonfire | January 7 | 3:00 p.m. | South Lawn — Join your church family for hymn singing and burning of the greens 
at our annual Epiphany Bonfire. It’s been a tradition since Victorian England to celebrate the end of Christmas on Twelfth 
Night, taking down the evergreens of the Christmas season and lighting a bonfire. The greenery used to decorate for the 
Christmas season has served its purpose, and the bonfire from burning them celebrates the light and warmth of Christ coming 
into the world on one of the darkest nights of the year. 

N E W S  A N D  E V E N T S
New items at Bookmarks, Our Church Bookstore! — BookMarks has new books and gift items perfect for the holidays, 
including gently used Christmas children’s books for $0.50 each, some unique dish towels, and 10% off Thistle Farms products. 
Bookmarks is open Sunday mornings from 9:30 a.m. to noon and is located across from Courtenay Hall. 
Inquirers Class | Sundays, January 7–28 | 9:45 a.m. | Courtenay Lounge — Interested in learning more about First Presbyterian 
Church or becoming a member? Join us for a four-part Inquirers Class each Sunday during the Education Hour on January 7, 
14, 21, and 28. Visit linktr.ee/fpcnashville to register or contact Julia Wilk (615-473-8742 or jwilk@fpcnashville.org).

Thank you, Annette and Mike Crout!
Today, the congregation, officers, pastors, and staff offer deep gratitude for 
Annette and Mike Crout, our Missions Coordinators. They will retire at the 
end of the year after a combined 15 years of service on the staff. They have 
faithfully supported this congregation’s local, national, and global mission 
efforts and organized and implemented swift responses to natural and 
manmade disasters. Their devotion and passion for missions have always been 
apparent to anyone who has worked with them. They will continue to support 
mission efforts as lay people and volunteers while spending a little more time 
on their respective hobbies of painting and guitar reconstruction. As you leave 
today, please sign the letters in the Narthex offering our appreciation to the 
Crouts. Best wishes in retirement!



A D V E N T

Christmas Day Worship  
Monday, December 25  

11:00 a.m. | Stanford Chapel
Happy Birthday, Jesus! Spend an hour worshiping the 
newborn King with your church family at this informal, 
relaxed service. We will enjoy some birthday cake and 
children are welcome to come in pajamas. 

 
 
 

First Sunday of Christmas  
Sunday, December 31 

11:00 a.m. (livestreamed) | Sanctuary 
On Sunday, December 31, there will be only one worship 
service, at 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Nursery care will 
be available, beginning at 10:45 a.m. Young Children & 
Worship will not be provided. 

Morning Worship
December 3 & 10 | 8:30 (livestreamed) 

and 11:00 a.m.| Sanctuary
The 8:30 a.m. service will be livestreamed 
each week on YouTube and Facebook. 
Nursery care will be available from 8:15 
a.m.–12:15 p.m., and Young Children & 
Worship will be offered at both services. 
 
 
    

Christmas Music Sunday
December 17 | 8:00, 9:30 

(livestreamed), & 11:00 a.m. | Sanctuary 
Worship will feature brass, strings, 
and percussion, beloved carols of the 
season, and festive choral music. Because 
there are three worship services that 
morning, there will be no education hour 
programming. Coffee and donuts will be 
available in Courtenay Hall. Nursery care 
will be available from 7:45 a.m.–12:15 
p.m. and Young Children & Worship will 
be offered at all service times.  

Service of Hope
December 17 | 12:15 p.m.   

Stanford Chapel 
If you or a loved one is going through 
a challenging time, join us for prayer, 
Scripture, Communion, and lighting 
candles of hope. Hosted by our Stephen 
Ministry. All are welcome to come and 
find comfort. 

C H R I S T M A S  E V E  
Sunday, December 24

Christmas Eve  
Sunday Worship
11:00 a.m. | Sanctuary 

This traditional service will include the 
lighting of the Advent wreath and a 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper. Please 
note that nursery and Young Children & 
Worship are not provided.   
 
 
 

Journey to  
Bethlehem Live Nativity

5:00 p.m. (livestreamed) | Sanctuary 
A lively pageant will be led by our children 
at this year’s 5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve 
service. Join shepherds, angels, wise men, 
and more on a Journey to Bethlehem. Please 
consider blessing our friends at Room 
In The Inn with a donation of M, L, or 
XL weatherproof gloves. Bring them to 
worship for a special offering during the 
children’s time!  

Lessons and Carols
8:00 (livestreamed) & 10:30 p.m.  

(New time!) | Sanctuary
This beloved service, first celebrated in 
the English cathedral town of Truro in 
1880, features Scripture readings that 
recount salvation history, with hymns 
and choral anthems sung in response. 
Communion will be celebrated at 
the 10:30 p.m. service. The service 
culminates in the candlelit singing of 
“Silent Night.” 

C H R I S T M A S T I D E

A D V E N T & C H R I S T M A S  2 0 2 3

SC A N H E R E TO 
LE A R N M O R E

W O R S H I P


