
FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
December 31, 2023 

11:00 a.m.

To know Christ, to make Him known and to exhibit His love through worship, education and service.



ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Prelude on In Dulci Jubilo 
Johann Michael Bach 

WELCOME

INTROIT                             Love Has Come  
                                                             Bring A Torch

Love has come: a light in the darkness! Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. See, all heaven  
has come to proclaim it; hear how their song of joy arises. Love! Born unto you, a Savior! Love!  
Glory to God on high.

*CALL TO WORSHIP | from Isaiah 61  Dr. John Musgrave 

Pastor: I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my whole being shall exult in my God.
All: For he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the  
 robe of righteousness.
Pastor: As the earth brings forth its shoots, and a garden causes its plants to spring up,
All: So the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.

*†OPENING HYMN 141  On This Day Earth Shall Ring 
Personent Hodie 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION   

FIRST LESSON |  Matthew 2:13–18 (page 808)   

13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 
“Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is 
about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 And he rose and took the child and his mother by night 
and departed to Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord 
had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been 
tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and 
in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from 
the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 18 “A voice was heard in 
Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be comforted, 
because they are no more.” 

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

DECEM BER 3 1 ,  2023   First Sunday of Christmas 

WORDS OF PREPARATION

The psalmist trusts that the God throned in heaven will send his steadfast love and faithfulness out like 
agents of a king to do his will. God rules. But it is still possible and necessary as individuals and as the 

church to pray, “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”
—James Luther Mays, Psalms



CALL TO CONFESSION  Dr. Sandra Randleman

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came to the world, light in the midst of darkness. We 
confess that we are afraid of the dark so much that we forget the light; we despair that the world is 
lost and outside your power to redeem. Forgive our doubt and renew our hope. Empower our witness 
through deeds of love and faithfulness, and reveal the signs of your kingdom all around us. Speed the 
day when your kingdom comes on earth, as in heaven, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  Angels We Have Heard on High 
Gloria 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH |  The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.    

Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence by signing the friendship pad  
and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.

‡BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES  

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

PRESENTATION OF CHILD
Elizabeth and Hughes Tipton are presenting their son, Edward Hughes Tipton Jr., for baptism. 
Waymon Tipton, Assisting Elder. 

BAPTISMAL QUESTIONS 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING    
THE BAPTISM

HYMN OF PREPARATION 153 In Bethlehem a Newborn Boy 
In Bethlehem



SCRIPTURE READING |  Psalm 57 (page 477)  

1 Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me,
    for in you my soul takes refuge;
  in the shadow of your wings I will take refuge,
    till the storms of destruction pass by.
2 I cry out to God Most High,
    to God who fulfills his purpose for me.
3 He will send from heaven and save me;
    he will put to shame him who tramples on me. Selah
  God will send out his steadfast love and his faithfulness!
4 My soul is in the midst of lions;
    I lie down amid fiery beasts—
  the children of man, whose teeth are spears and arrows,
    whose tongues are sharp swords.
5 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens!
    Let your glory be over all the earth!
6 They set a net for my steps;
    my soul was bowed down.
  They dug a pit in my way,
    but they have fallen into it themselves. Selah
7 My heart is steadfast, O God,
    my heart is steadfast!
  I will sing and make melody!
8   Awake, my glory!
  Awake, O harp and lyre!
    I will awake the dawn!
9 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples;
    I will sing praises to you among the nations.
10 For your steadfast love is great to the heavens,
    your faithfulness to the clouds.
11 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens!
    Let your glory be over all the earth!

Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SERMON                                         Life among Lions              Dr. Stuart Gordon

OFFERTORY  Virgin Slumber Song  
Max Reger

Amid the roses Mary sits and rocks her Jesus child, while amid the treetops sighs the breeze so warm and 
mild. And soft and sweetly sings a bird upon the bough: Ah, baby, dear one, slumber now! Happy is thy 
laughter, holy is thy silent rest, lay thy head in slumber, fondly on thy Mother’s breast! Ah, baby, dear one, 
slumber now! 

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by dropping your gift  
in the offering plate, texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  Mallory Hammond

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN 149  All Hail to God’s Anointed 
Webb 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY        Swiss Noel 
Louis-Claude D’Aquin 

*  Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Senior Associate Pastor for Christian Formation & Witness  
John Musgrave, DMin – Parish Associate 
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions 
Mallory Hammond – Director of Ministry with Children & Their Families 
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist
Sara Crigger – Alto     

SUPPORTING FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
You can make a gift or fulfill a pledge payment by placing your gift in the offering plate,    
texting “GIVE” to 707-475-3005, donating online at fpcnashville.org, or scan the QR code.

MUSIC NOTES: Love Has Come: words by Ken Bible © 1996 LNWHymns.com (admin MusicServices) All rights reserved. Used by permission. In Bethlehem 
a Newborn Boy words by Rosamond E Herklots © 1969, Oxford University Press All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License A-714895. In Bethlehem a Newborn 
Boy words by Rosamond E Herklots © 1969, Oxford University Press All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License A-714895. COVER IMAGE: The Flight into 
Egypt, Giovanni Battista Tiepolo (Italian, Venice 1696–1770 Madrid), 1767–70, Oil on canvas, MET Museum, New York, New York. https://www.metmuseum.
org/art/collection/search/438128

SYMPATHIES 

We extend our condolences to the family and friends of
Charles Clifton Martin, Jr. and Myrtle Ann Archer.



WELCOME
First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with us today. Since 1814 
First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the common good. We are rooted in the Reformed, 
orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger church. If you do not have a church home, we would love to welcome you!
Hearing Assistance App Directions 
Join WiFi network. You must be connected to this network for the app to work. Network Name: FPC Guest; Password: 
GreenRock-81. Download the WaveCAST app. Open the app and select “First Pres Sanctuary.” Plug in your headphones 
and adjust the volume to your preference.
To livestream worship and special events or view past services, visit youtube.com/firstpresbyterianchurchofnashville.

Children of all ages are invited to worship alongside their families, and worship activity bags are provided at each 
entrance to the Sanctuary. Nursery care for children ages 0–3 is available at 10:45 a.m. The Mother and Infant Quiet 
Room is located in the Nursery Wing.

INTERESTED IN GETTING MORE CONNECTED?
If you are new to our community, we would love to get to know you and welcome you personally into the life and ministry 
of First Presbyterian Church. Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, fill out the Connect Card to get more 
involved, update your contact information, or sign up for church communications. Drop your completed Connect Card in 
the offering plate so we can follow up!

Stay informed about news and upcoming events by reading FPC’s weekly Parish News email.  
To subscribe, email communications@fpcnashville.org.

V I S IT  L I N K TR . E E / F P C N A S H V I LLE  TO 
D O N ATE ,  R EG I S TE R ,  O R LE A R N M O R E

S T E W A R D S H I P  A N D  G E N E R O S I T Y
Stewardship Update — The Generosity Team is grateful for the church’s response to our 2024 Giving Campaign. As of 
December 27, we are 93 pledges and $304,000 from our goal. If you still need to make your pledge, please submit it before 
year-end at fpcnashville.org.

Household Pledges | Actual: 447, Goal: 540 
Pledge Total | Actual: $3,826,610.64 million, Goal: $4.1 million 
Average pledge | Actual: $8,560.65, Goal: $7,650

2023 Year-End Giving — As 2023 draws to a close; this is a great time to make a tax-deductible year-end contribution to 
First Presbyterian Church. Your contributions are vital because they enable us to fulfill our mission commitments. There are 
many ways to give, each suited to different financial situations:

• To donate cash, visit fpcnashville.org/generosity/ and click the give button. Doing this will also allow you to see what you 
have already given in 2023 (if you have donated online).

• To submit stock, please contact Carsen Rooney at Wiley Bros. The account details for a contribution can be found at 
fpcnashville.org/generosity/. 

• To give directly from an IRA (members above 70½ years old), please contact the institution that manages the IRA.
All cash, check, and credit card gifts must be made to the church by Sunday, December 31. If you still need to fulfill your 2023 
commitment, please do so by the end of the year by visiting fpcnashville.org/generosity/. Thank you for your generous support 
of FPC.



NEWS AND EVENTS
Inquirers Class | Sundays, January 7–28 | 9:45 a.m. | Courtenay Lounge — Interested in learning more about First Presbyterian 
Church or becoming a member? Join us for a four-part Inquirers Class each Sunday during the Education Hour on January 7, 
14, 21, and 28. Visit linktr.ee/fpcnashville to register or contact Julia Wilk (615-473-8742 or jwilk@fpcnashville.org).

FPC Early Preschool Program Tours for the 2024-2025 School Year | January 8–12, 2024 — FPC’s Early Preschool 
provides a Christian environment for the development of children ages 18 months through five years. We are hosting program 
tours before opening registration for our 2024-2025 school year in January. This is a great opportunity to experience the 
program, meet our staff, and see if the EP is right for you and your family.

History, Politics, and Religion | Tuesday, January 9 | 6:00–7:00 p.m. | Gathering Place — January’s History, Politics, and 
Religion will take up the subject of school choice with our guest speaker and FPC elder, Lee Barfield. Lee is experienced in the 
operation of successful independent schools, serving on the boards of four leading independent schools and serving as chair 
for three schools. Lee has also worked closely with the American Federation for Children and a coalition of school choice 
advocates to encourage the Tennessee General Assembly to adopt Governor Bill Lee’s Tennessee Education Savings Account 
Pilot Program, which provides independent scholarships of approximately $7,000 per student for low-income K-12 students 
to attend independent schools and to pay for tuition, tutoring, textbook, transportation, and other approved educational 
expenses. Childcare is available upon request. Please contact Cri’Shon Thompson (cthompson@fpcnashville.org) to reserve a 
space. The event will be livestreamed on the church’s YouTube channel. Contact Stuart Gordon (sgordon@fpcnashville.org) 
for the link.

Registration for the 2024 Spring Music Academy Is Now Open | January–April | Monday–Thursday from 3:15–6:15 p.m. 
| Cheek House Chapel — FPC’s Music Academy offers vocal and instrumental lessons to allow our younger disciples and adults 
to explore their God-given artistic gifts in voice, violin, harp, piano, organ, and now guitar. Our music instruction meets a 
standard of excellence that inspires students to learn, grow, and serve with their gifts to the glory of God alone. The spring 
semester runs from January–April. Lessons are held Monday–Thursday evenings from 3:15–6:15 p.m. in the Cheek House 
Chapel. Registration closes January 12. Visit linktr.ee/fpcnashville to register.

Grief Support Group | Sundays | January 14–February 4 | 3:00 p.m. | Session Room — First Presbyterian Church will offer a 
grief support group on Sunday afternoons, 3:00–4:30 p.m., January 14 through February 4. The grief support group will focus 
on understanding the stages and feelings of grief as well as how prayer can help us in seeking the comfort of God during the 
very difficult time of grieving the losses of life. The psalms of lament in the Bible will provide a model for our study of prayer. 
For more information, please contact Dr. Sandra Randleman (srandleman@fpcnashville.org or 615-298-9502). Visit linktr.ee/
fpcnashville to register.

MISSIONS
TN Tornado Relief — In early December, several tornados hit middle Tennessee communities, and FPC is donating funds to 
help with TN Tornado Relief. Funds will be used to help rebuild a portion of the St Luke’s Presbyterian Church in Madison, 
where they provide food and laundry services for 100 homeless persons. Another part of funds will be used to support our own 
New Creation Presbyterian Church (FPC started this church) and help them provide relief in the Hendersonville area. If you 
would like to participate in supporting these efforts with a donation, please note TN Tornado Relief on the memo portion of 
your check and drop it in the offering plate or mail it to the Missions office.

Room In The Inn | Wednesdays through March — Every year, First Presbyterian Church provides shelter for men experiencing 
homelessness through Room In The Inn. There are a number of volunteer opportunities available this year: overnight hosts, 
van drivers, breakfast donors, lunch donors, and laundry volunteers. Room In The Inn takes its name from the Christmas 
story in Luke 2, a reminder that Jesus was laid in a manger because there was no room for him in the inn. Participating in this 
ministry is a beautiful way to serve Christ by serving the least of his brethren (Matthew 25:40). In addition, they regularly need 
clothing. Please consider donating new boxer shorts, undershirts, socks, gloves, stocking caps, and new or used men’s coats and 
shoes. Contact Missions (missions@fpcnashville.org) for more information. 

HOLIDAY SCH EDULES 
The Church Office is closed on Monday, January 1. 

Sunday School classes will not meet today.

Young Children & Worship is not provided today.

Nursery care for children ages 0–3 is available at 10:45 a.m. today.



Epiphany 
Bonfire

and All-Church Flag 
Football Game 

S U N D AY,  J A N U A R Y  7
3 : 0 0  P M

Join your church family for hymn singing 
and burning of the greens at our annual 
Epiphany Bonfire. It’s been a tradition 
since Victorian England to celebrate the 
end of Christmas on Twelfth Night, taking 
down the evergreens of the Christmas 
season and lighting a bonfire.
We will kick off the festivities this year 
with an all-church flag football game in 
the Upper Fields. Football fans of all ages 
are invited to play pick-up flag football, 
and spectators and cheerleaders are 
encouraged to cheer players on as they 
compete. We hope you will join us!

January 15–February 2 
11:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m.  

Lunch and lecture livestream  
in the Jones Session Room

This 15-day virtual lecture series aims to 
cultivate deep thought and conversations about 

important issues of the day in order to inspire 
cultural renewal and make us better global 

citizens in God's world. Visit the church website 
for more information and to register to attend. 


