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My Dear Friends,
As you read this, we find
ourselves on the threshold of
another Advent Season, that four
week time of watching and
waiting that leads us to
Christmas. We travel an ancient
road that leads us all the way to
Bethlehem, where Christians
Todd Jones
believe
that God was born into
Pastor
the world. We call this birth the
Incarnation. “The Word became flesh, and dwelt among
us,” said John in his Gospel. The story of Christmas is one
of the oldest and best known stories in Western
Civilization, but honestly, it is a story told and retold all
around the world. What could be more hopeful and holy
than the story of God visiting us, of God choosing to be
Emmanuel, “God-with-us?” Most of all, Christmas tells a
story of hope, and one filled with grace and truth.
This year, First Presbyterian Church enters this Advent
Season with the intention of singing our way to
Bethlehem! The Gospel of Luke contains a number of
songs of this blessed season, and there is nothing that brings
back more memories or evokes more hope than the music
of the Advent and Christmas season.We will begin Advent
by singing, “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” Each Sunday
we will sing responses throughout worship of music that
tells best this greatest of all stories.We will light the candles
of Advent, candles that announce hope, peace, joy and love.
But we will pay special attention to the songs that the
Gospel of Luke sings for us. They include the song the
Angel of the Lord sang to Zechariah when Zechariah was
silenced until the birth of his son John into the world. We
will listen carefully to the song that Gabriel sang to Mary,
when she received word that she would give birth to a child
that was the work of the Holy Spirit.We have come to call
this song The Annunciation. Some of the most exquisite art
in the world remembers this moment. We will attend
carefully to Mary’s song of this coming birth, one of the
most prophetic and powerful Biblical songs ever sung. We

call it The Magificat, from the Latin of Mary’s first line,“My
soul magnifies the Lord.”We will also attend to the Song of
Zechariah, for when Zechariah finally was allowed to
speak, he could not contain the Good News that he had to
proclaim:“By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from
on high will break upon us.” And of course, we will listen
for the word the shepherds heard on that night of nights,
sung by a choir of angels:“Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace among those who God favors!”
The great German Renaissance man Goethe said once
that “The highest can never be spoken; it can only be sung.”
That is why the most powerful parts of this wonderful story
are the parts of it that we sing. I invite you to join us in the
magic and wonder of this season. The deepest truth of life
is that we all find ourselves on a journey. This journey
started with our birth and will not be over until we die. It
is easy to get lost on the way, or to lose a sense of our
destiny in the midst of how difficult and trying life can get.
Without music and faith to sustain us, I do not know how
we ever find our way. Without this truest and best of all
stories it is easy to lose our orientation.
While all four Gospels unite to tell this story, most
scholars and believers agree that no one tells it any better
than Luke. Maybe this is because Luke sings so much of
this ageless story of grace and truth! Please watch for the
coming Sundays of this Advent and Christmas season, and
plan to join us in the journey that leads all the way to
Bethlehem. I have always felt like when I get all the way to
Bethlehem, I have somehow made it home.

With Love and Prayers,

The Mission of First Presbyterian Church, Nashville
To know Christ, to make Him known, and to exhibit His love
through worship, education, and service.
Sympathy
The First Presbyterian Church family
extends prayers and sympathy to the
following people and to other members
of their family during their time of loss.
Marcey Terrien on the death of her cousin,
Janice Brant, who died on November 1.
Felicia & Larry Gates on the death of Felicia’s
nephew, Christopher Wallace Marcum, who died on
November 2.
Marilyn Young on the death of her mother, Mary
Greninger, who died on November 4.
Suzan & Michael Hindman on the death of Michael’s
uncle, Robert Grey Hindman, who died on
November 5.
Betty & Ron Perry on the death of Ron’s mother, Irene
Perry, who died on November 5.
Karin Coble on the death of her brother, John Gilbert
Dale, who died on November 9. Sympathy to sister-in-law,
Helen Dale & nephew, Jeff Dale.
Rebecca & Bryan Larson on the death of Rebecca’s
father, Gene Augustus “Chip” Stanley, Jr., who died
on November 12. Sympathy to granddaughter,
Elizabeth Larson.
Sympathy to friends and family of Sue Ripley, who
died on November 14.
If any member of the church desires the Christian support
of a Stephen Minister, call Sandra Randleman at 298-9502.
Stephen Ministers are trained lay ministers of the church.

Did You Know That the Birth of a
Child Can Also be a Crisis?
Even though it’s a HAPPY time,
The CHANGES that a new baby makes
in his or her parents’ lives can create a lot
of STRESS. New or experienced parents
sometimes benefit from the caring support
of a Stephen Minister.
If you desire the Christian support of a Stephen Minister,
call Sandra Randleman (298-9502).

Congratulations
The First Presbyterian Church family
congratulates these members.
Elizabeth and Drew Doughty on the
birth of their son, Richard Penn
Doughty, who was born on October 26. Congratulations to
grandmother, Susan Doughty.

Save the Date — Parish Dinner
and Family Bingo Night
Your family is invited to an FPC multi-parish fellowship
covered dinner and bingo night, on Sundays, January 8 and
15, 5:00-7:00 P.M. Bring your favorite dish to share (enough
to feed eight). No desserts, please! Nursery care is available
by calling Ginny (383-1815) to make reservations. Look for
your invitation in the mail for more details!

The Sacrament of Baptism
In the presence of family, the congregation
of First Presbyterian Church and God, the
following persons claimed God’s covenant
promise through the Sacrament of Baptism.
Shelley and Brent Bowman presented their son,
Matthew Hamilton Bowman, for baptism on
November 13.Assisting Elder was Don Swain.
Mandy and Chas Welch presented their son, Charles
Herbert Welch III for baptism on November 13.Assisting
Elder was Benjamin Carswell.

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
NOVEMBER 27, 2011

SECOND SUNDAY
OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 4, 2011

Sermon
“The Angel’s Song
to Zechariah:
When Silence Speaks”

Sermon
“The Song of Gabriel:
Along Came Mary”

Scripture Readings
Malachi 4:1-5
Luke 1:5-23

Scripture Readings
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Luke 1:26-38
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Todd Jones
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Comfort and Joy Christmas Project

Year-End Contributions

Since 2002, FPC families have
sponsored in excess of 800 children in
Davidson County foster care and
provided gifts to those unable to spend
Christmas with their families. If you stop
by the sponsor table in Courtenay Hall
on Sundays, you will be able to select
one of these children to support this
Christmas season.
With your sponsorship, you will receive a wish list that
includes toys and clothing for your child; ages range from
newborn babies to 18-year-olds ready to move out of foster care.
All gifts and cards must be returned to the church no later than
Sunday, December 11.
Contact Sarah White or Sue Fort White (383-5400 or
sue.fort.white@vanderbilt.edu) with any questions.

Giving to the church during the month of
December is historically the highest of any month
during the year. As you consider end-of-the-year
giving toward or above your pledge, please contact
Cindy Bozman (298-9507) before December 16 for
any special assistance you may need.
Extra giving early in the month will allow the
church to pay its mission obligations in time for
Christmas and will provide stock transactions time to
be completed during the calendar year.

“For God So Loved The World That
He Gave His Only Begotten Son...”

Memorial Flowers for Advent
A memorial fund has been
established for chancel and sanctuary
flowers during Advent. Please send
your contribution and the name(s) of
those to be memorialized to Cindy
Bozman in the church office by December 2.
Please note that names will not be carried forward
from previous Advent or Easter Memorial publications.
Contact us in order for your loved ones’ names to be
included this Advent.

Praying the Psalms of Lament as
We Seek Healing for our Grieving

A Heart To Give

Please join Presbyterian Women for A Christmas Celebration
and Luncheon on December 13. The free celebration will begin
in the sanctuary at 10:30 A.M. and will feature the beautiful
storytelling of Rebecca Alexander as she delivers “The Story Of
Mary.” Also featured will be the musical talents of Nate Strasser,
Greg Thomas and Mary Scheib. All members of FPC and their
guests are invited.
The celebration continues with a luncheon and fellowship in
Courtenay Hall. Tickets are $10 per person and $80 per table.
They will be sold between services in Courtenay Hall November
27 and December 4, and at the Welcome Desk during the week
by check only. No tickets will be sold after December 8.
Childcare will be provided (with reservation only) by
contacting Karen Fitts (298-9519 or kfitts@fpcnashville.org) by
noon December 6. If you have any questions, please contact Tricia
Carswell (292-4785) or Jean Fitzgerald (370-0044).

You are invited to participate in a grief support
group beginning on Wednesday, January 25, at First
Presbyterian Church.The grief support group will
combine prayer with a study of the psalms of lament
and explore how we, like the psalmists, can express
our feelings and our petitions for help to God, as we
place our trust and hope in God and seek His healing.
The grief support group will be offered by Dr.
Sandra Randleman and will meet for four weeks,
January 25 through February 15, from 6:00 until 7:30
P.M. in Vance Hall. If you have family members,
friends or neighbors who you think would benefit
from a grief support group, please invite them to join
us. For more information, contact Sandra (298-9502
or srandleman@fpcnashville.org).

Join Creative Hands
Creative Hands is an inspired ministry, expressing
God’s love through the creation of needlework items
for local and foreign missions. The group meets every
second Monday of the month in Courtenay Hall,
from 10:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. Our next meeting is
December 12. Bring a lunch and stay for the full
session or just for some of the time. Call Karen
Pasquale (376-6097) for more information.

Volunteer Opportunities at
Safe Haven Family Shelter

Cuba Spring 2012
Dates: April or May
Cost: $1,800 (estimated); $1,000 deposit due December 31.
Brief Details: Light work projects and relational visits with
partner church.
Trip Leaders: Mike & Pam Shampain
Rwanda July 2012
Dates: July 11-27
Cost: $4,600 (estimated); $1,500 deposit due January 31;
requires vaccinations.
Brief Details: Construction on brick church and visits to
mission projects supported by FPC; Kenyan safari included;
children must be age 12 to participate.
Trip Leader: Dr. Bob LaGrone
Haiti February 2013
Dates: February 16-22 (over Presidents’ Day weekend)
Cost: $1,300 (estimated); $800 deposit due September 1,
2012; requires vaccinations.
Brief Details: Medical personnel to offer pediatric or family
practice medicine, dental or eye care in clinics; non-medical
participants needed to assist in processing patients and work
on re-construction projects with partner agencies affected by
earthquake; expect rugged conditions.
Trip Leader: Michael Baron
Questions? Contact Patricia Heim (298-9593 or
adultmissions@fpcnashville.org) if you are interested in
learning more or would like an application form. Online
registration for trips is available from the church homepage
on the web (www.fpcnashville.org).

Did you know that
homeless families often
must be separated by
gender if they need
overnight lodging in
Nashville? Did you know
there is only ONE shelter
in Nashville where
homeless families can stay
together? That place, Safe Haven Family Shelter, is located
just 10 minutes from First Presbyterian Church and offers
a wonderful volunteer opportunity to share with your
family, a group of families or a group of friends. Our
church has pledged to provide volunteers to the Shelter
six times a year in the following ways:
Overnight Volunteers — One to two people to
spend the night. They arrive at 5:45 P.M. to receive
orientation and a briefing. They eat dinner with the
residents. They have their own room (with two twin beds)
and bathroom. They lock the shelter door at 10:00 P.M.
They may leave at 6:00 A.M. the next morning.
Meal Volunteers — Two or more individuals are
asked to prepare an entree, two vegetable dishes and a
dessert for between 10-25 residents. They should arrive no
later than 5:30 P.M. and dinner is served at 6:00 P.M. They
too get the opportunity to eat with the residents. After
cleaning up, they are free to go home.
We are currently seeking volunteers to serve in 2012 as
follows: Overnight Volunteers on February 6, April 2,
August 6, October 1 and December 3; Meal Volunteers for
dinner on June 4, August 6 and October 1. Contact Mary
Earthman (665-8845 or mearthman@bellsouth.net) to
sign up for any of the volunteer openings.

Scholarship Assistance is available to FPC members
for all FPC-sponsored trips by contacting Sandra Randleman
(298-9502 or srandleman@fpcnashville.org).
Read about missions at FPC online — mission trips abroad,
local mission opportunities, stories, pictures and more.
Visit http://missions.fpcnashville.org.

Spelunk-tacular Adventure
The 8th Grade traveled to McMinnville this past weekend which serves as the home for Cumberland Caverns. Our group
embarked on a 24-hour overnight trip into some of Tennessee’s best underground systems. Amidst learning about how these
caves were found, trudging through mud-covered floors, and squeezing through impossibly small spaces, the FPC team had a
blast! After sleeping in the caves, we woke up and did a perimeter hike around (and above) the caves and explored a different
route through the caves. Overall, it was a fun and challenging adventure!

UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday Advent Breakfasts
December 7 — Speaker: Arch MacNair
December 14 — Speaker: Stuart Gordon
December 21 — Speaker: Bill Caruso
The ever-popular Advent breakfasts are back this Advent season. Join
your church family from 7:00 to 7:45 A.M. these Wednesday
mornings in Courtenay Hall for a full breakfast. We begin our day
with inspiring words of the season from our friends and special guest
speakers. Breakfast is $3.

TAKE ME TO

Fiery Gizzard

The 85th Annual Waffle Shop
Thursday, December 1 • 11:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.
The Downtown Presbyterian Church (5th Avenue and Church
Street) hosts this Christmas tradition. Cost is $6 per person at the
door. Come and enjoy homemade waffles, grits, turkey hash,
cranberry sauce, sausage, coffee and spiced tea. Homemade baked
goods and gift items will be available for sale.

First Friday Bridge
Friday, December 2 • 12:30 P.M.
The First Friday Bridge Group will celebrate the season together
with Christmas dessert and coffee at 12:30 P.M. Bridge play follows at
1:30 P.M. The group is looking for more people who love to play
bridge; this festive day would be great time for you to give the group
a try! Call Betsy Davies (377-3048) to make your reservation.

Blue Christmas: A Service of Hope
Sunday, December 4 • Following 11:00 A.M. Worship
in Stanford Chapel
Brightly wrapped packages, Christmas trees, holiday parties, visits
from friends and family, baking and cooking; and the awed, hushed
joy of welcoming a tiny Infant to our world and our hearts — these
are the images and memories of Christmas most of us celebrate. But
each year some people, the grieving, lonely and sad, dread the
approach of the holiday season. FPC’s Stephen Ministry will present a
worship service called Blue Christmas: A Service of Hope. If you
desire the support of a Stephen Minister, call Sandra Randleman
(298-9502).

On Saturday November 12, the 10th grade class
saddled up their sleeping bags, tents, Pop Tarts and
backpacks and headed off into the wilderness of
Fiery Gizzard together. The ensuing 24-hours
were filled braving the elements, conquering the
rocky terrain and learning the treacherous nature
of going to the bathroom in the woods.
Cooking communal food together, circling
around the fire as their source of heat and light,
and wrestling with the questions of growing in
Godliness together, these 10th graders were invited
and welcomed into deeper community with each
other and their God. While experiencing the
depth of each other’s fellowship, these 10th graders
and their leaders were humbled by the glorious
display of God’s creation and were reminded of
His desire to be glorified in the same way through
their lives.
While resting under the stars, these youth were
resting in God’s promise to be faithful to them as
He has been faithful to all that He has created.

Christmas Concert:
Nashville Chamber Singers
Saturday, December 3 • 7:00 P.M. • Sanctuary
Come listen to a wide variety of Christmas favorites sung by The
Nashville Chamber Singers, and directed by Angela Tipps. The
concert is free and open to the public. For more information,
contact Daphne Garey (298-9517 or music@fpcnashville.org).

Early Preschool Christmas Program
Thursday, December 8 • 5:30-6:30 P.M. • Courtenay Hall
The Early Preschool invites you to join us as we hear the Christmas
Story in word and song. Questions? Contact Brenda Lutz (298-9580
or blutz@fpcnashville.org).

Listen to Sunday sermons
online. Log on the church website at
www.fpcnashville.org/worshipwithus.

Salvation Army Stockings
are Here!
Presbyterian Women
invite you to “Stuff A
Stocking” this holiday
season for the children of
Middle Tennessee. Each
family will receive one
stocking included with
their Angel Tree gifts.
They are filled with
items suitable for children ages 1-12, with no food
of any kind. Stockings may be picked up at Ginny
Tindle’s desk, filled and returned to Ginny’s desk
through December 5.
Please do not include items that may be a
choking hazard. Coloring books, small notebooks,
crayons, pencils, card games, hats, stickers, puzzles,
socks, magnets, balls, glue, paint sets, markers and
watches are some suggested stuffers. Different
scouting troops, tennis teams, book clubs and
Bible study groups have chosen Salvation Army
Stockings as group projects in the past.
Thank you for serving God and Middle
Tennessee families this holiday season.

Boy Scout Christmas Tree Sale
Boy Scout Troop 217 has been FPC’s troop
since 1956. The tree lot is located at the Tyne
Boulevard parking lot area (where Crud Day is
held). This annual sale starts at noon on the Friday
after Thanksgiving; it is the only fundraiser the
troop uses. This year, the tree varieties will be
Fraser Firs, Scotch Pines and Blue Spruces (only
Frasers were offered last year).You will also find
24” and 36” wreaths, mailbox decorations and pine
roping/garland by the foot. Discount coupons
worth $5 are available to FPC members and
friends; they may be found in church literature
areas and at Oak Hill School (or bring a bulletin after church, or this
article). Hours of operation are:
Weekdays: 4:00-9:00 P.M.; Saturdays: 8:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M.
Sundays: Noon to 9:00 P.M.

Recreation Can Help!
Parents Night Out Dates — December 3, 10 & 17 from
6:00 P.M. – 10:00 P.M. $10 per child.
All events for ages 3½ – 6th grade. Contact Emily (298-9583 or
emunoz@fpcnashville.org) for reservations. Don’t forget Christmas
Camp is coming December 19-23!!

Great Christmas Gift
for the Younger Children on Your List
12 weeks for only $50
New semester begins Monday, January 9 or Thursday, January 12
Musikgarten is a music and motion class for children from newborn-3½ years.
The two classes that will be offered both days are “Family Music for Babies” for
parents and their newborn to 18-month child, and “Family Music for Toddlers” for
parents and their 18-month to 3½-year-old. The “Family Music for Babies” class
teaches parents how to play musically with their baby and the “Family Music for
Toddlers” includes singing, chanting, moving, dancing, listening and playing simple
instruments.
The classes carry a supply fee for each child, to cover the cost of a CD, a family
activity guide and musical instruments. Susan
Kirby and Kelly Posey will be the teachers for
these classes.You may register at
http://fpcnashville.org/onlineregistration.htm.

First Friends Older
Adult Ministry

Music Discussion Class and
Pre-Concert Lectures

Celebrate Christmas at the
Opryland Hotel: Thursday,
December 15, 3:30-8:30 P.M. — If you would like
to see the reconstructed Opryland Hotel after the
2010 flood, and enjoy its splendor of Christmas lights
and magic without the hassle of traffic and costly
parking, join the First Friends’ excursion via Grey
Lines Tour bus for only $10 per person. We will depart
the church at 3:30 P.M., be delivered at the Hotel
entrance, and have four (4) hours to explore on our
own, returning to the church at 8:30 P.M. The
Christmas Wonderland will be filled with Christmas
displays, poinsettia trees, music, strolling cartoon
characters, a craft show, a carriage ride, a ride on a
boat, food — from gourmet dining to simple fare,
shopping and lights — 2 million lights to be exact. To
fill our 56 passenger bus, reservations will be accepted
in the following manner: during November, First
Friends; December 1-9, First Friends’
children/grandchildren; December 10-15, all others.
■ Come S-T-R-E-T-C-H with First Friends
every Friday at 10:30 A.M. — The Gathering Place,
$5 per session. No reservations necessary.
■

For more information or reservations, contact Ginny Barber
(298-9509 or gbarber@fpcnashville.org).
FPC SANCTUARY CHOIR & ORCHESTRA
DR. RAPHAEL BUNDAGE, CONDUCTOR
A Christmas Concert

“Emmanuel” God with Us
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11

AT

4:00 P.M.

Music Discussion Class
This discussion-based class is intended for anyone interested in
learning more about the major works that FPC’s choirs perform.
You do not need to be musically-inclined or literate in order to
attend. The classes will be very informal, and you do not have to
attend every class since each class will focus on a specific topic
or section of music. Although there will be some information
given — background for the piece, composer biographies, text
translations where applicable, some basic music theory — the
classes are intended to be discussion-based.
The FPC choirs have two major performances this year: a
holiday concert on Sunday, December 11, at 4:00 P.M., which
will feature Ralph Vaughan Williams’ Hodie, and a concert on
Sunday, January 22, at 2:00 P.M. featuring Mozart’s Requiem.
There will be two separate classes for each concert, each
occurring for four weeks during the Sunday School hour.
Hodie: November 27, December 4 and 11. Requiem: January 1,
8, 15 and 22. Classes will be held upstairs at the Cheek House.
If you are interested in either class, please email Justin Near,
justinnear@gmail.com, so she can send you a reminder as the
concert dates near. You may also simply show up to any of the
classes — it would be great to see you there!
Pre-Concert Lecture
All concert attendees are welcome to attend a brief 15-20
minute pre-concert lecture beginning 30 minutes prior to both
the Hodie and Requiem concerts. The “Emmanuel, God With
Us” lecture will begin at 3:30 P.M. on Sunday, December 11, and
will focus on Ralph Vaughan Williams’ Hodie. The Mozart’s
Requiem lecture will begin at 1:30 P.M. on Sunday, January 22.
Each lecture will provide concert-goers with relevant
background information on the composer and the primary work
being performed. The lectures will be held in the Chapel.
Teacher Biography
An active church musician, Justin Near is an alto in the
Sanctuary Choir and in the past has performed with the
Ringtones handbell choir and as a French horn soloist at FPC.
Justin holds two degrees from Marshall University — a B.F.A. in
Music Theory and French Horn Performance, as well as a B.A.
in Latin. Several years ago, while a receptionist and an archivist
for the Nashville Symphony, Justin began pursuing a Masters
degree in Theological Studies at Lipscomb University which was
temporarily put aside to raise her family. In the near future, she
hopes to continue her education, focusing on major symphonic
religious works and their profound, long-lasting effects on
humanity.
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Youth Happenings
Sunday School on November 27 and
December 4:
• 7th grade meets in The Gathering Place.
• 8th grade meets in the Youth Room.
• 9th grade meets in room #105,
downstairs in the Enrichment Center.
• 10th grade meets in room #100,
downstairs in the Enrichment Center.
• 11th grade meets in room #102,
downstairs in the Enrichment Center.
• 12th grade meets in room #101,
downstairs in the Enrichment Center.
Sunday Worship: 8:30 and 11:00 services
in the sanctuary every Sunday, and “the 5:30”
in the Enrichment Center in the evening.
Families, please join us at one of these worship
services each Sunday.
Youth Newsletter: If your family isn’t
receiving the monthly Youth Newsletter in
your email, please let Katy Miller know
(298-9570 or kmiller@fpcnashville.org).

O

11th Grade Cookies & Cocoa Study
Break: Sunday, December 11, 4:00-5:30 P.M.
in the Tyne House.
2012 Mission Trip Registrations are
open! To sign up for Spring Break,Alaska,
Great Escape or New Orleans, visit
firstpresbyterianyouth.com/register. Questions
or need scholarship information? Contact
Katy Miller (kmiller@fpcnashville.org or
298-9570).
To register for these events, visit us at
firstpresbyterianyouth.com/register
WEEKDAY OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Friday, 8:30 AM-4:30 PM
Note: After noon on Friday, the entrances
to church offices and Early Preschool are
accessible only by personnel granting
entrance.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT: 4:30-8:00 PM
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 7:30 AM-Noon
FRONT GATE (FRANKLIN ROAD)
Monday-Sunday, 6:00 AM-10:00 PM
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