
FEBRUARY 26, 2020
SERVICE FOR ASH WEDNESDAY

6:00 PM
OPENING SENTENCES AND WELCOME Stuart Gordon

†VOLUNTARY William Bolcom
Abide with Me

*CALL TO WORSHIP Stuart Gordon
from Psalm 42:5; 124:8

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
People: Who made heaven and earth.
Pastor: Why are you cast down, O my soul, 

and why are you disquieted within me?
People: Hope in God; for we shall praise Him, 

our help and our God.

*HYMN 836 EVENTIDE
Abide with Me

PRAYER OF INVOCATION

INVITATION TO CONFESSION Sarah Bird

    –based on Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 88–90
Pastor: Genuine repentance involves two things: 
    the dying-away of the old self and the coming-to-life of the 

new. The dying-away of the old self is to be genuinely sorry for
sin, to hate it more and more, and to run away from it. 

    The coming-to-life of the new self is wholehearted joy in God 
    through Christ and a delight to do every kind of good as God 
    wants us to. Together, as Christ’s body, we now confess our sin 
    and express our longing to live in joyful obedience to God.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Gracious Father, it is hard to think that we will die someday.
We dream, make plans, and talk about what we’ll do in the
near future. We don’t always think about what You want. 
Instead, we make choices that we think are good for us. 
But we are only here because You take care of us. 
We confess that we forget we need You all the time. 
We confess that sometimes we make choices 
that aren’t what You want. 
We confess that we do not always love You above all else.
Heavenly Father, we are sorry for our sin. 
Help us to remember we live in this world 
and in the next because of Your deep love in Your Son. 
Make us bold to come to the cross 
and receive its power to break the curse of sin and death. 
Help us to be through Christ alone Your beloved children. 
(A moment for silent confession.)



HYMN RESPONSE
How Deep the Father’s Love for Us                                  Stuart Townend

The congregation is invited to sing the 3rd stanza.

Solo: How deep the Father’s love for us
How vast beyond all measure
That He should give His only Son
To make a wretch His treasure
How great the pain of searing loss
The Father turns His face away
As wounds which mar the Chosen One
Bring many sons to glory

Behold the Man upon a cross
My sin upon His shoulders
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers
It was my sin that held Him there
Until it was accomplished
His dying breath has brought me life
I know that it is finished

People: I will not boast in anything
No gifts no pow’r no wisdom
But I will boast in Jesus Christ
His death and resurrection
Why should I gain from His reward
I cannot give an answer
But this I know with all my heart
His wounds have paid my ransom
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON
    Pastor: Hear the Good News, in Jesus Christ you are forgiven.
    People: Thanks be to God.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Ryan Moore
Have mercy on us, O God, 
according to Your steadfast love;
according to Your abundant mercy, 
blot out our transgressions. 
Remind us that we are but dust, 
save for Your Spirit placed within us. 
Speak Your Word once more through the Holy Spirit 
that these dry bones might live
and rise with renewed vigor 
to proclaim Your praise
and exhibit Your love now and forevermore. 
Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.  

NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE READING
   John 2:1–11, page 93

Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

MEDITATION



The Mission of First Presbyterian Church
To know Christ, to make Him known, and to exhibit His love 

through worship, education, and service.

ANTHEM Kyrie eleison Maurice Duruflé
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.

IMPOSITION OF ASHES Ryan Moore
Almighty God, 
You have created us out of the dust of the earth. 
We acknowledge before You that we are dust, 
and to the dust we shall return. 
As we receive this mark upon us, 
make us mindful of Your anger toward sin, 
Your grace toward sinners in the death of Christ, 
and our hope of glory by His resurrection to eternal life.
Amen.

Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, 
we will also bear the image of the Man of heaven.

(I Corinthians 15:49)

SOLO ANTHEM Lord I Need You Matt Maher
Lord I come I confess
Bowing here I find my rest
And without You I fall apart
You’re the one that guides my heart

Lord I need You oh I need You
Ev’ry hour I need You
My one defense my righteousness
Oh God how I need You

Where sin runs deep Your grace is more
Where grace is found is where You are
And where You are Lord I am free
Holiness is Christ in me

So teach my song to rise to You
When temptation comes my way
And when I cannot stand I’ll fall on You
Jesus You’re my hope and stay

Lord I need You oh I need You
Ev’ry hour I need You
My one defense my righteousness
Oh God how I need You
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*HYMN OF COMMITMENT 675 TALLIS CANON
All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

                                    Please exit the sanctuary in silence.
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