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Opening Prayer 
 
Check-in-question: Our media bombards us with commercials that entice our desires. What commercial 
comes to mind that uses greed to drive us to purchase something we don’t necessarily need? 
 
Avarice/Greed Definition 
 
Greed is perverted love. We are greedy when we excessively love or desire money or any possession 
money can buy. A person’s over-attachment to things wears many faces: an overflowing shopping cart, a 
wallet full of credit cards, a safety deposit box with a few carefully guarded treasures, a garage full of 
expensive cars, a stock portfolio that is over aggressive or too conservative, or a closet full of great 
deals. 
 
This over attachment to things separates us from God and others. Instead of owning our possessions our 
possessions own us making money the controlling factor in our lives, not God. When greed is 
entrenched in our lives, we are willing to use other people to serve our needs creating injustices.  
 
The Latin root to avarice, avere, means to crave. We are too attached to possessions. We care too much 
for them. However, carelessness about the real value of things and our responsibility for them is not the 
answer. Prodigality is the vice found in the Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15). The prodigal treats 
money wastefully, for he does not care enough about it or value it enough so he wastes it away. Aquinas 
says we can have both avarice and prodigality at the same time creating a vicious cycle.  
 
Scripture takes a hard line against greed. Prophet after prophet warns of the role greed plays in systemic 
injustice and the corresponding oppression of others. Jesus teaches more about our relationship with 
wealth than any other subject. “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God” (Matthew 19:24; Mark 10:25; Luke 18:25). Paul 
labels the love of money as the root of all evil (1 Timothy 6:10). Can we be rich in wealth and rich in love 
of God? 
 
In many ways our culture celebrates greed as good. Some proclaim it drives our capitalism and our 
consumer society. In many ways it is so much a part of our society that we fail to recognize it in our own 
lives. 
 
Greed is nurtured by two things: obsessive ownership and scarcity. When we feel we have earned 
something and that it is ours, we place a higher value on it.  We do not want to let it go. When we have 
a false sense of scarcity, we are afraid we will not have enough so we grasp for more and hold on 
tighter. 
 
Antidotes to Greed 
 
The cure for all the vices is for the grace of God to fill us with love of God and love of others. How can 
that grace be acted out in our daily lives? In the matter of greed, our lives need to move toward a deep 



understanding that all is a gift from God and that God will provide. This leads to good stewardship and 
generosity. The question is not whether money is evil; the question is our relationship to money. If our 
possessions are exclusively ours, we will make all decisions based on our own wants and needs. If our 
possessions are gifts from God and belong to God then as good stewards, we seek what God would have 
us to do with those possessions. Have we been blessed to bless others?  
 
Aquinas opposes the vices of greed and prodigality with the virtue generosity, except he uses the Latin 
name: “liberality.” Generosity is to be free from the attachment to money and the promise of what 
money can buy. Generous people are defined by their inner detachment from material wealth and 
goods. They may care for their possessions, but they do not have an “immoderate love of possessing” 
them. Generosity makes it second nature to give things away when the occasion arises.  
 
We can be controlled by possessions without having possessions.  If our thoughts or worries only dwell 
on our physical resources (whether we have them or not), then our lives are centered on things and not 
God. To trust in God is to be free from want. Psalm 23 begins, “The Lord is my Shepheard, I shall not (be 
in) want.” Trusting God is not to be in “greed.” 
 
Our greed shows us trying to overcome fear of want by becoming all-powerful, shunning dependence, 
and providing for ourselves. Before the face of God, however, our attempts at security and sufficiency 
will always be exposed as a sham. 
 
Richard Foster (Celebration of Discipline) suggests that simplicity can help us on our journey of 
sanctification (becoming more Christ like.) Giving away to those in need clothes that we have not worn 
in years is a step in that direction. If each time we buy a new article of clothing we give one away, keeps 
us from accumulating vast amounts. 
 
Discussion Questions 
 

1. If someone had only our financial records with no other knowledge about us, what would our 
spending habits say about our character? 

 
2. DeYoung suggests  that tithing regularly is a spiritual discipline that moves us in the direction of 

generosity. If so, how does tithing shape our relationship with God and others? 
 

3. Read the Parable of the Rich Fool (Luke12:16-20). He never acknowledges God. He only consults 
with himself. He uses the personal pronoun eleven times in two verses. His relationship with his 
possessions ends his life. What would have been a healthy response to the abundant harvest? 
 

4. What possession that you feel you have earned and own would be the hardest to give up? 
 

5. What is the best picture of generosity and freedom of detachment that you have encountered? 
 

6. Read part of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount: Matthew 6:25-33. Jesus says that we do not have to 
be anxious about possessions. They will be provided, but that we are to seek the Kingdom of 
God. What does “seek ye first the Kingdom of God” mean? 
 

7. The spiritual discipline of simplicity is another way grace can move us towards generosity. 
Richard Foster lists some practical habits to help us: 



 
Buy things for their usefulness rather than their status. 
 
Reject anything that is producing an addiction in you. 
 
Develop a habit of giving things away. 
 
Refuse to be propagandized by the custodians of modern gadgetry. 
 
Learn to enjoy things without owning them. 
 
Develop a deeper appreciation for creation. 
 
Look with healthy skepticism at all “buy now, pay later” schemes. 
 
Reject anything that breeds oppression of others. 
 
Shun anything that distracts you from seeking first the Kingdom of God. 
 
Which of the practical habits would help you the most? 
 
Closing Prayer 

 
 
 
 
 
 


