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What could be better: a bright summer day, spending 
fun time outdoors, learning a new skill, and making a 
new friend who is large, fuzzy, and loves for you to feed 
him treats? The T.E.A.M. program at FPC provides just 
this kind of positive experience for children enrolled in 
summer horseback riding lessons. Curt Stacy, Director 
of the T.E.A.M. (Therapeutic Equine Assistance Meth-
od) program, says that several beginners and a few in-
termediate level riders are taking part in lessons once 
or twice a week. All activities are carefully planned with 
sanitizing after every lesson, distancing in the barn and 
the ring, and mask wearing. Two riders participate in 
each lesson time, and only five people are present at the 
barn at one time. 

Young riders learn the basics of grooming the horses 
and tacking up – getting the saddles, blankets, bridles, 
etc. properly placed and ready to go. Then it’s off to 
the ring to learn the right way to mount the horse and 
how give their equine friends commands via reins and 
knees. “Some kids are walking, some are learning to 
trot, and we try to make the learning fun by integrating 
games with the instruction,” Curt says. Joyful whoops 
are heard when it’s time for relays or mock barrel-rac-
ing. Riders are even learning some basic dressage steps, 
where horse and rider have to communicate closely to 
produce the graceful patterns of steps. 

“We are so thankful that we have been able to offer 
kids a way to learn skills outdoors through riding while 
many of our regular services have been paused because 
of COVID-19 safety restrictions,” Curt says, “and we are 
delighted that the lessons program will extend into the 
fall.” Contact Curt Stacy at cstacy@fpcnashville.org for 
information about fall times and availability. Learn more 
about T.E.A.M at fpcnashville.org/Ministries/T.E.A.M. 
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Let’s Ride!
FPC Offers Skills and Outdoor  
Fun With a Friend



“Greet the beloved Persis, who has worked hard in the Lord.” 
R O M A N S 1 6 : 12

 
Most of Paul’s letters end with thanksgiving to the ordinary saints 
who have given their best for the cause of Christ and His kingdom. 
We don’t know anything about Persis. And we don’t know anything 
either about Tryphaena, Asyncritus, Phlegon, or Patrobas. We 
barely know how to pronounce their names! But there they are, 
names listed in the book of life whose stories are known to the Liv-
ing God and in the church triumphant.

We do know that Persis “has worked hard in the Lord.” That lit-
tle preposition “in” has a good word for us. It gives us a clue as to 
what makes an ordinary saint. Persis didn’t work “for” the Lord. 
He didn’t work “on behalf of” the Lord. Persis worked “in” the Lord, 
or as Paul explains to the citizens of Athens, “In Him we live and 
move and have our being” (Acts 17:28). That’s it. That’s an ordinary 
saint: The person whose whole life is lost in the wonder, love, and 
grace of the Lord Jesus.

Paul’s list of names is not exhaustive. Down through the ages 
countless unnamed ordinary saints have been added to the hall 
of faithful men and women loving their little part of the world in 
Jesus’ name. First Nashville has its own list of ordinary saints. The 
list is long and known better, at this point in my tenure, to you than 
to me. But I’m getting to know those many ordinary saints among 
us. And one of those names is Mike Crout. As many of you know, 
Mike is retiring as our church administrator at the end of this 
month. He had a long successful career in business before being 
called out of his first retirement to serve the church over the last 
five years. And he has done that with distinction. Mike is one of the 
most selfless, caring, and attentive servants of Christ that I have 
had the joy of working with. If you know Mike, you know that his 
heart beats as one with Jesus for those who are least and lost. I’m 
happy to announce that Mike will continue to serve First Church, 
along with his wife Annette, as our mission coordinators.

Ordinary saints, like Mike and so many more who could be named, 
are marked by an uncommon humility. They are lives lived to bring 
glory alone to “the only wise God…through Jesus Christ! Amen.”

Warmly in Christ,

The Rev. Dr. Ryan Moore  
Pastor

Sunday In-Person Worship 
Sundays  |  8:30 a.m. & 11 a.m.  |  Sanctuary

Please let us know if you would like to attend.  
Register online at fpcnashville.org, call the  
church office at 615-383-1815, or email  
hospitalitycenter@fpcnashville.org. 

Contribution Statements  
to Move Online 
In an effort to provide up-to-date information about 
contributions by FPC contributors in a timely and ef-
ficient way, the quarterly statements will be moving 
from paper copies sent by mail to primarily online 
contribution statements. This new approach will also 
help to conserve resources used to prepare and mail 
written statements as we strive to be good stewards 
of the funds donated for the mission of the church. 

When you receive contribution statements online: 

• you will be able to access an updated copy  
at any time 

• you will no longer have to wait for a quarterly 
statement to arrive in the mail to see your  
current contribution/pledge status 

• if you misplace your printed copy, you will be 
able to replace it immediately simply by print-
ing a new one. 

Your support is essential to making the mission of 
the church a living reality, and every contribution is 
important and deeply appreciated. 

Paper statements will be available at a later date for 
those without email or who prefer paper statements.

For more news and updates, sign up for our weekly  
Parish News email at fpcnashville.org or email  
communications@fpcnashville.org.
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