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First Sunday of Advent

For Christ, for His kingdom, and for the common good. Since 1785.

Fear Not!
 “Fear not, for I have redeemed you;  

I have called you by name, you are mine.” 

I S A I A H  4 3 : 1



ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying
(BWV 645) Johann Sebastian Bach 

†INTROIT  For You, O Lord, My Soul in Stillness Waits
 Marty Haugen

Refrain: 
For you, O Lord, my soul in stillness waits; 
truly my hope is in you.

1 O Lord of Light, our only hope of glory, 
your radiance shines in all who look to you; 
come, light the hearts of all in dark and shadow.

2 O Spring of Joy, rain down upon our spirits; 
our thirsty hearts are yearning for your word; 
come, make us whole, be comfort to our hearts. 

3 O Root of Life, implant your seed within us, 
and in your advent, draw us all to you,  
our hope reborn in dying and in rising. 

WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP  Dr. Sandra L. Randleman (8:30)
The Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff (11:00)

Pastor:  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; the one who follows me will not walk in darkness but 
have the light of life.”

People:  We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.
Pastor:  Prepare the way of the Lord. We light this candle in hope, the hope of our coming Savior Jesus. 
People:  Prepare, then, the way of the Lord.
Pastor:  Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill. Let all who live in the land tremble, 

for the day of the Lord is coming. It is close at hand.  
People:  Let us stand in honor, and worship God!

*†OPENING HYMN  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
 Stuttgart

1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus,  
born to set thy people free;  
from our fears and sins release us; 
let us find our rest in thee.

2 Israel’s strength and consolation,  
hope of all the earth thou art;  
dear desire of every nation,  
joy of every longing heart.

3 Born thy people to deliver,  
born a child and yet a king,  
born to reign in us forever,  
now thy gracious kingdom bring.

4 By thine own eternal Spirit  
rule in all our hearts alone;  
by thine all-sufficient merit  
raise us to thy glorious throne. 

WORDS OF PREPARATION

“By far the most important and significant event in the whole course of human history will be celebrated, 
with or without understanding, at the end of this season, Advent. The towering miracle of God’s visit to 
this planet on which we live will be glossed over, brushed aside or rendered impotent by over-familiarity. 
Even by the believer the full weight of the event is not always appreciated. His faith is in Jesus Christ—he 
believes with all his heart that this man, who lived and died and rose again in Palestine, was truly the Son 
of God. He may have, in addition, some working experience that the man Jesus is still alive, and yet be 
largely unaware of the intense meaning of what he believes.” 
 – J. B. Phillips 
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*PRAYER OF ADORATION  

FIRST LESSON 1 Corinthians 1: 3–9

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 
5 that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge — 6 even as the testimony 
about Christ was confirmed among you— 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the 
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God. 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, always with us, always coming: We confess that we do not know how to prepare 
for your Advent. We have forgotten how to hope in miracles; we have ignored the promise of your 
kingdom; we get distracted by all the busyness of this season. Forgive us, God. Grant us the simple 
wonder of the shepherds, the intelligent courage of the Magi, and the patient faith of Mary and 
Joseph, that we may journey with them to Bethlehem and find the good news of a child born for us. 
Now, in the quiet of our hearts, we ask you to make us ready for his coming. In Jesus’ name… 

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  Angels We Have Heard on High 
gloria

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 



HYMN OF PREPARATION  Abide with Me
EvEntidE 

1 I need thy presence every passing hour.  
What but thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r?  
Who like thyself my guide and stay can be?  
Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me.

2 I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless,  
Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.  
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?  
I triumph still, if thou abide with me.

3 Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes.  
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies.  
Heav’n’s morning breaks and earth’s vain 
shadows flee;  
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

SCRIPTURE READING  Isaiah 43:1–7

1 But now thus says the Lord,  
he who created you, O Jacob,  
    he who formed you, O Israel:  
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you;  
    I have called you by name, you are mine. 
2 When you pass through the waters,  
I will be with you;  
   and through the rivers, they shall not 
overwhelm you;  
when you walk through fire  
   you shall not be burned, and the flame  
shall not consume you. 
3 For I am the Lord your God,  
    the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.  
I give Egypt as your ransom,  
    Cush and Seba in exchange for you. 

4 Because you are precious in my eyes,  
    and honored, and I love you,  
I give men in return for you,  
    peoples in exchange for your life. 
5 Fear not, for I am with you;  
    I will bring your offspring from the east,  
    and from the west I will gather you. 
6 I will say to the north, Give up,  
    and to the south, Do not withhold;  
bring my sons from afar, 
    and my daughters from the end of the earth, 
7 everyone who is called by my name,  
    whom I created for my glory,  
    whom I formed and made.”

Pastor: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON        Fear and Faithfulness Dr. Ryan V. Moore
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine”  – Isaiah 43:1

ANTHEM  Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring 
J.S. Bach

Jesu, joy of man’s desiring,
Holy wisdom, Love most bright,  
Drawn by Thee, our souls aspiring,  
Soar to uncreated light.  
Word of God our flesh that fashion’d  
With the fire of life impassion’d.  
Striving still to Truth unknown,  
Soaring, dying, round Thy throne. 



THE LORD’S SUPPER   

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord.
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People:  It is right for us to give thanks and praise. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*HYMN OF COMMITMENT  How Firm a Foundation
Foundation

1 How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,  
is laid for your faith in God’s excellent Word!  
What more can be said than to you God hath said,  
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

2 “Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,  
for I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;  
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,  
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 

3 “When through the deep waters I call thee to go,  
the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;  
for I will be near thee, thy troubles to bless,  
and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

4 “When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,  
my grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;  
the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design  
thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine. 

5 “The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,  
I will not, I will not desert to its foes;  
that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,  
I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake.”

*CHARGE & BENEDICTION 

The congregation will be seated and will be dismissed by pew following the recessional.

CHORAL BENEDICTION O Little Town of Bethlehem
St. louiS

How silently, how silently, 
the wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming, 
but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still 
the dear Christ enters in.



*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Prelude on Hyfrydol 
Ralph Vaughan Williams 

*  Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Ryan V. Moore, PhD – Pastor
Sarah Bird Kneff, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Discipleship & Engagement  
Sandra L. Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions 
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist  
Daphne Garey – Soprano 

We’re Glad You’re Here! – Please use a Connect Card to let us know your needs or what is new with you.  
We would love to hear from you!  When you leave, please place in the basket in the narthex.
Mother and Infant Quiet Room – If you need a quiet place for nursing or calming your baby, we invite you 
to use our family room located in the Nursery Wing.
Audio Bluetooth Capabilities – Connect your personal device by downloading the WaveCAST app, join 
WiFi network “FPC Guest” Password: GreenRock-81, select First Pres Sanctuary, plug in your headphones, 
and make sure you turn up the volume. 
Giving – To contribute to the mission of First Presbyterian Church of Nashville, you may either text “GIVE” 
to (707) 475-3005 or visit fpcnashville.org/generosity.
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AN NOUNCEM ENTS

Generosity Campaign — Your help is needed to reach 
our goal for 2021: 600 pledges totaling $4,320,000 with an 
average pledge of $7,200. Currently we stand at 342 pledges 
totaling $2,463,938 with an average pledge $7,204. To make 
your commitment, place your card in the basket at worship, 
mail it to the church, or visit fpcnashville.org/generosity to 
contribute online.

Advent Devotionals — For the next six weeks, we will journey through Advent towards Christmas and then 
trace the traditional 12 days of Christmas leading up to Epiphany. Our pastoral staff has crafted thoughtful 
reflections on scripture for each day of the season. Devotions will be published weekly in Parish News and on 
our website. 
Volunteers Needed for Room In The Inn — We are fortunate to have a facility where health and safety 
protocols can be carefully observed, but we need volunteers to make it happen. To learn more about the new 
safety measures and sign up for this important and fulfilling opportunity, visit missions.fpcnashville.org/
current-mission-opportunities or contact missions@fpcnashville.org.
 

For more information on events and mission opportunities, visit fpcnashville.org or sign up for our weekly 
Parish News email by emailing communications@fpcnashville.org. 

2021
Stewardship & Generosity

C A M P A I G N  P L E D G E  R E P O R T

Goal - $4,320,000
$2,463,938

0% 25% 75%50% 100%



A�ent Events

V I S I T  F P C N A S H V I L L E . O R G  F O R  E V E N T  D E TA I L S .

SUNDAY WORSHIP
November 29, 1st Sunday of  Advent 

8:30 (Livestreamed) & 11 a.m.

December 6, 2nd Sunday of  Advent 
8:30 (Livestreamed) & 11 a.m. 

December 13, 3rd Sunday of  Advent
8:00, 9:30 NEW! (Livestreamed) & 11 a.m. 

December 20, 4th Sunday of  Advent
8:00, 9:30 (Livestreamed) & 11 a.m. 

CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING
Sunday, December 6

4:30 p.m.   |   Outside Front Sanctuary

Candlelight carol singing, hot cocoa, & lighting of  the Christmas Tree. 
Dress warmly and wear your mask.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT & CAROL SING
with Raquel and Band

Sunday, December 13
4:00 p.m. (Livestreamed)  |  Sanctuary

CHRISTMAS EVE
Thursday, December 24, Worship Services

 3:00 p.m. NEW!   |  Traditional Worship |  Sanctuary

5:00 p.m.  |  Family Worship  |  Outside Front Sanctuary

8:00 p.m. (Livestreamed)  |  Lessons & Carols Candlelight Worship  |  Sanctuary

11:00 p.m.  |  Lessons & Carols Candlelight Worship  | Sanctuary

Livestreams will be broadcast on YouTube, Facebook, and Vimeo.



Mary Baker
Mary Helen Bailey
Kristin Batten
Lauren Brinkley
Nat Carswell
Merry Lynn Cato
Jim and Nancy Cawood
Alice Christian
Tim Coomer  
and family
Andrea Cooper
Chip Crabb
Lipscomb Davis
Suzie DeYoung
Burton Dietz
Michael DiTraglia
Kathryn Downs 
Diane English
Don Fisher

Mary Francis
Lewis Frost
Carolyn Gehlman
Jimmy Gibson
Lynn Hardison
Willie Hardison
Harry Hassall
Ann Hayes 
Mary Howard Hayes 
Phyllis Heard
Ashley Higgins
Laura Hobson
Sandy Holland
Annie Evelyn Hollins
Tim Ishii
Bob Jackson
Bob Joss 
Bill and Susan Kirby

Jeff Koch
Kaye Knox
Emily Love
Ben and Anna Lovell  
and families
Bracey Mayo
Liz McConnell  
and family
Tom McDonald
Jason Kenneth Meler  
and his family
Sherri Middendorf
Noah Mudd
Karen Pasquale 
Drew Peacock
Sister 'Kathleen' Pugh
Shelby Eaker Quinley  
and her family
Mary Evelyn Reese 

Trey Russell
Mike Shampain
Ada Shapiro 
Trish Simpson
Lucas Spickard
Ed Stone
Marsha Stubbs
David Thomas
Linda Thompson  
and her father 
Overton Thompson
Robin Thompson
Peter van Lingen
Janice and Bud Wendell
Lynda Wimberly
Tom Wright

Please pray for the leaders of our nation and world and community and for their wise and compassionate 
decisions; for those most vulnerable to illness; for those without homes and no safe place to go; for those 
whose economic livelihood is in jeopardy; for those without childcare for their children while they work; for 
doctors and nurses and all those caring for the sick; for medical researchers seeking treatment and means of 
prevention of COVID-19 and its complications. Please pray for our city, state and nation, for the healing of 
deep wounds and for God’s spirit of peace, justice, mercy, mutual respect and love to rest upon and between 
all people.

SYMPATHIES  
We extend our condolences to the family and friends of... 

Carolyn Gustafson, mother of Lyn Steele, who died on November 22. 

HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST?
Prayer request cards can be found on the tables when your leave and deposited in the offering baskets or the 
prayer request boxes located in the narthex and at the Hospitality Center. Church officers meet weekly to lift 
up prayer requests to God.

PLE A SE INCLUDE IN  YOUR PR AYERS

WORSHIP SERVICES

Sunday at 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.  |  Sanctuary  
A livestream of the 8:30 a.m. service is broadcast on YouTube, Facebook, and Vimeo.

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Thursday  8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Friday  8:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

4815 Franklin Pike, Nashville, TN 37220  |  (615) 383-1815  
fpcnashville.org  |  communications@fpcnashville.org


