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Transfiguration of the Lord

For Christ, for His kingdom, and for the common good. Since 1785.

THE TRANSFIGURATION 
By Raphael, Pinacoteca of the Vatican Museums



ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Praise the Lord, the Mighty King of Honor  
Johann Sebastian Bach

†INTROIT  Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart
MorecaMbe

Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; wean it from earth; through all its pulses move; stoop to my 
weakness, mighty as thou art, and make me love thee as I ought to love. 
I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies, no sudden rending of the veil of clay, no angel visitant, no opening 
skies; but take the dimness of my soul away. 
Teach me to love thee as thine angels love, one holy passion filling all my frame; the baptism of the 
heaven-descended Dove, my heart an altar and thy love the flame.     

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Dr. Stuart R. Gordon 

MINUTE FOR MINISTRY  The Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff 
 Denise Bellardo (8:30)  

Diane and Steve Becker (11:00) 

*CALL TO WORSHIP Dr. Stuart R. Gordon 

Pastor: Thus says the LORD: “In a time of favor I have answered you,    
All:  on a day of salvation, I have helped you.”
Pastor: Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth;
All:  break forth, O mountains, into singing! For the Lord has  

comforted his people and will have compassion on his suffering ones.

*†OPENING HYMN  I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art
Toulon 

I greet thee, who my sure Redeemer art, my only trust and Savior of my heart, 
who pain didst undergo for my poor sake; I pray thee from our hearts all cares to take. 
Thou art the King of mercy and of grace, reigning omnipotent in every place:  
so come, O King, and our whole being sway; shine on us with the light of thy pure day. 
Thou art the life, by which alone we live, and all our substance and our strength receive;  
sustain us by thy faith and by thy power, and give us strength in every trying hour. 
Thou hast the true and perfect gentleness; no harshness hast thou and no bitterness.  
O grant to us the grace we find in thee, that we may dwell in perfect unity. 
Our hope is in no other save in thee; our faith is built upon thy promise free;  
Lord, give us peace, and make us calm and sure, that in thy strength we evermore endure.

WORDS OF PREPARATION

[Anselm’s] project hangs on the conviction that God in Christ, the God-man,  
has acted from outside the human sphere to topple Sin, Death, and the devil from their thrones. 

“Christ conquered the devil as man had been conquered by the devil.”  
– Fleming Rutledge
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*PRAYER OF ADORATION  Denise Bellardo (8:30) 
Steve Becker (11:00)

FIRST LESSON Psalm 24

1 The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein, 2 for he has 
founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers. 
3 Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in his holy place? 4 He who has clean hands 
and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully. 5 He will 
receive blessing from the Lord and righteousness from the God of his salvation. 6 Such is the generation of 
those who seek him, who seek the face of the God of Jacob.  
7 Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. 8 Who 
is this King of glory? The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle! 9 Lift up your heads, O 
gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. 10 Who is this King of glory? 
The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory! 

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

CALL TO CONFESSION  The Rev. Joshua D. Rodriquez (8:30) 
The Rev. R. Adam DeVries (11:00)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

God of steadfast love and mercy, we confess that we have not yet loved you with our whole heart. We 
have only considered your will; we have pondered your love; we have evaded your law. Forgive us, 
we pray, for only sometimes loving our neighbors as ourselves, and partially hearing the cry of the 
needy. Complete us, God of power, by means of full, lively, joyful obedience to your will and way 
through Jesus Christ our Lord . . .  

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen, amen.    

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 



HYMN OF PREPARATION  This Is My Father’s World 
Terra beaTa

This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears 
all nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres. 
This is my Father’s world; I rest me in the thought 
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas, his hand the wonders wrought. 
This is my Father’s world. O, let me ne’er forget 
that though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet. 
This is my Father’s world. The battle is not done: 
Jesus who died shall be satisfied, and earth and heaven be one. 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURE READING  Mark 3:20–35

20 Then he went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they could not even eat. 21 And when his 
family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, “He is out of his mind.” 

22 And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “by 
the prince of demons he casts out the demons.” 23 And he called them to him and said to them in parables, 
“How can Satan cast out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 And 
if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26 And if Satan has risen up against 
himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but is coming to an end. 27 But no one can enter a strong man’s 
house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. Then indeed he may plunder his house. 

28 “Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man, and whatever blasphemies they utter, 
29 but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”— 
30 for they were saying, “He has an unclean spirit.” 

31 And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they sent to him and called him. 32 And a 
crowd was sitting around him, and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers are outside, seeking 
you.” 33 And he answered them, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 34 And looking about at those 
who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 35 For whoever does the will of God, 
he is my brother and sister and mother.”  

Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON  Here for What Belongs to Him Dr. Stuart R. Gordon

OFFERTORY  You, Lord, are Both Lamb and Shepherd (“Christus Paradox”)
arr. Alfred V. Fedak  –  Words by Sylvia Dunstan

You, Lord, are both Lamb and Shepherd. You, Lord, are both prince and slave. You, peacemaker and 
swordbringer of the way You took and gave. You the everlasting instant; You, whom we both scorn and 
crave. Clothed in light upon the mountain, stripped of might upon the cross, shining in eternal glory, 
beggared by a soldier’s toss, You, the everlasting instant; You, who are both gift and cost. You, who walk 
each day beside us, sit in power at God’s side. You, who preach a way that’s narrow, have a love that 
reaches wide. You, the everlasting instant; You, who are our pilgrim guide. Worthy is our earthly Jesus! 
Worthy is our cosmic Christ! Worthy Your defeat and victory. Worthy still Your peace and strife. You, the 
everlasting instant; You, who are our death and our life. Alleluia, You, who are our death and our life.    

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by leaving your gift  
in the offering basket, texting “GIVE” to (707) 475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER Dr. Ryan V. Moore

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.   

*HYMN  Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates
Truro   

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; behold the King of glory waits;  
the King of kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here. 
Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart  
from earthly use for heaven’s employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
Redeemer, come! I open wide my heart to thee; here, Lord, abide.  
Let me thy inner presence feel; thy grace and love in me reveal. 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
The congregation will be seated and will be dismissed by pew following the response.  

CHORAL RESPONSE A Clare Benediction 
John Rutter

May the Lord show his mercy upon you; may the light of his presence be your guide: May he guard you 
and uphold you; may his spirit be ever by your side. 
When you sleep, may his angels watch over you; when you wake, may he fill you with his grace: May  
you love him and serve him all your days, then in heaven may you see his face. 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Dialogue sur les grands jeux
Louis Clérambault

* Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated. 



SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Susan and William Eason 
by their family. 

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Executive Pastor  
Adam DeVries, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Youth & Their Families   
Sarah Bird Kneff, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Discipleship & Engagement  
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor  
Joshua Rodriguez, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Young Adult Ministry  
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music

NOTES   

Written as a transcription for organ, the opening voluntary was originally a movement from one of Johann 
Sebastian Bach’s cantatas, Lobe den Herren, der mächtigen König der Ehren (Translation: Praise the 
Lord, the Mighty King of Heaven). The chorale is known today as the beloved hymn “Praise to the Lord, 
the Almighty.” Bach wrote six transcriptions of his cantatas for the organ in a collection popularly named 
the Schübler Chorales, which were published in 1747 – almost two decades after the cantata movements 
were written. In this prelude, Bach assigns the violin part to the right hand, the continuo (or bass and 
accompaniment) part to the left hand, and the alto melody in the pedals played by the feet. 

A Clare Benediction - #148919 Words and Music by John Rutter © Oxford University Press 1998. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-714895 

Cover Image: The Transfiguration, by Raphael (Pinacoteca of the Vatican Museums), 1518-1520, oil on panel, 
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Transfigurazione_(Raffaello)_September_2015-1a.jpg

SYMPATHIES 
We extend our condolences to the family and friends of...

Margaret Burtrum Davitt, mother of Peggy Davitt.

Michael John Charles “Mike” Smith, Sr. 

WE’RE GLAD YOU’RE HERE!

Use a Connect Card to let us know your needs or what is new with you. Then place in the offering basket. 
The Mother and Infant Quiet Room is located in the Nursery Wing. 

Audio Bluetooth Capabilities – Use the WaveCAST app, connect your personal device and headphones. 
WiFi: FPC Guest  |  Password: GreenRock-81  |  select First Pres Sanctuary.  



N E WS & E VENTS

February 17 — Ash Wednesday  |  6:30 p.m. Worship Service  |  Sanctuary and Livestream 
All are invited to begin the Lenten season with worship in the sanctuary. Imposition of Ashes will be safely 
administered to those worshipping in person. Masks required. The service will be livestreamed on Facebook 
and YouTube.
2021 Generosity Campaign Comes to a Close — The 2021 Generosity Campaign has reached its official 
end. As of the close of the campaign, there have been 523 pledges, totaling $3,571,351. While the goal for 
2021 has not yet been reached, the Generosity Team is encouraged by the increase in number of pledges 
from the congregation. In a typical year, the difference between budget and pledges is balanced by in-person 
giving during worship. We anticipate in-person giving will continue to decrease in 2021 due to COVID-19 
limitations. This year, more than ever, pledges are the best way for our leadership to determine the church 
budget. Though the campaign has closed, you can still pledge online or mail a pledge card to the church office. 
Email communications@fpcnashville.org if you need a new pledge card. Our Generosity Team is incredibly 
grateful for the financial commitments our community has made to sustaining our ministry and mission for 
2021.  
Lent Communities of Belonging Registration Open — Join us for a six-week COB program for the Lenten 
season that begins the week of February 21 and continues through Holy Week ending the week of March 28. 
The study will look at six different hymns in our church family’s repertoire that will give us deeper insight 
into the scriptural background, the story of the author and/or composer, and a closer look at the verses and 
how they speak to the life of faith. Register online at fpcnashville.org. Contact The Rev. Sarah Bird Kneff, 
sbird@fpcnashville.org, if you have any questions about choosing the right COB for you. If you need help with 
registration, contact cschierbaum@fpcnashville.org or 615-298-9527. Registration ends February 28. 
Lent Communities of Belonging Kickoff — Monday, February 15  |  6:30 p.m.  |  Facebook or YouTube  
A live COB Kickoff to introduce the six-week COB program for the Lenten season studying hymns in our 
church family’s repertoire. Hear our pastoral staff share about their favorite hymns. 
February 17–April 3 — Lenten Devotionals “40 Days with the Coming King” 
As we make our way through the Gospel of Mark, these devotionals written by FPC pastors will help us 
meditate on this truth: It is Christ alone who is King and Lord over all. Download a copy of the six-week 
devotional on fpcnashville.org or pick up a copy outside the sanctuary or at the church office front desk.
Spring Break Mission Experiences — FPC families with children 3rd grade and above are invited to take 
part in a special mission experience March 18-21 at Barefoot Republic. To learn more about this exciting 
opportunity for families to safely serve together, contact Ginger Sheppard at youth@fpcnashville.org.   
Gloves Needed for Room In The Inn Guests — Our congregation has been incredibly generous with 
donating the many needed items for Room In The Inn. We are still collecting gloves for our Room In The 
Inn guests. Donations can be dropped off at the church office. Other ways to support this ministry include 
providing breakfast and lunch or providing clean laundry. To volunteer your help for this important and 
fulfilling opportunity, visit missions.fpcnashville.org. 
Open Positions at FPC — Interested in working for the Church? We are accepting applications for current 
openings including Controller, Human Resources Coordinator, and Early Preschool staff. To learn more about 
the positions and how to apply, visit fpcnashville.org/work-us.
Spring Soccer Registration — Registration is now open for Children’s Soccer! Every spring and fall, the 
FPC Recreation Ministry hosts a soccer league for children age 3 through 6th grade. Families can register for 
soccer at rec.fpcnashville.org.

LOOKING AHEAD

February 21 — Lord’s Supper  |  8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Worship Services
February 24–March 24 — Lenten Vespers  |  Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.  |  Sanctuary and Livestream

For more information on events and mission opportunities, visit fpcnashville.org or sign up for our weekly Parish News email  
by emailing communications@fpcnashville.org. 



PLE A SE INCLUDE IN  YOUR PR AYERS

Ann Alexander 
Fifi Anderson 
George Armistead 
Mary Baker
Mary Helen Bailey
Kristin Batten
Martha Bartles
Linda Berry
Barbara Boone 
Lauren Brinkley
Nat Carswell
Merry Lynn Cato
Tim Coomer 
and family
Andrea Cooper
Chip Crabb

Helen Dale
Lipscomb Davis
Burton Dietz
Michael DiTraglia
Kathryn Downs
Don Fisher
Mary Francis
Lewis Frost
Jim Gibson
Lynn Hardison
Willie Hardison
Harry Hassall
Ann Hayes
Mary Howard Hayes
Phyllis Heard

Ashley Higgins
Dorothy Holland 
Helen Holland
Preston Holland 
Annie Evelyn Hollins
Tim Ishii
Bob Jackson 
Bill Kirby
Jeff Koch
Kaye Knox
Catherine Loflin 
Emily Love
Bracey Mayo
Liz McConnell 
and family
Tom McDonald

Sherri Middendorf
Maureen Milam
Shelby Eaker Quinley 
and family
Mary Evelyn Reese
Trey Russell
Mike Shampain
Trish Simpson
Lucas Spickard
Ed Stone
David Thomas
Peter van Lingen
Janice and Bud Wendell
Lynda Wimberly 
Tom Wright
Nahed Zehr

Please pray for the leaders of our nation and world and community and for their wise and compassionate 
decisions; for those most vulnerable to illness; for those without homes and no safe place to go; for those 
whose economic livelihood is in jeopardy; for those without childcare for their children while they work; for 
doctors and nurses and all those caring for the sick; for medical researchers seeking treatment and means of 
prevention of COVID-19 and its complications. Please pray for our city, state and nation, for the healing of 
deep wounds and for God’s spirit of peace, justice, mercy, mutual respect and love to rest upon and between 
all people.

PRAYER FOR OUR MISSIONS PARTNER – MATTHEW 25
Pray for Matthew 25, a Nashville based nonprofit focused on the mission of transitioning men experiencing 
homelessness from the streets into permanent housing. Annually, they provide supportive services to over 
160 men, 50 percent of whom are veterans. Pray that the ministry of Matthew 25 would be equipped to 
humbly serve men who are looking to transform their lives.

HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST?
Prayer request cards can be found in the pew racks and can be dropped in the offering baskets or the prayer 
request boxes located in the narthex and at the Hospitality Center. Church officers meet weekly to lift up 
prayer requests to God.

OFFICE HOURS

Monday – Thursday  8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  |  Friday  8:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
4815 Franklin Pike, Nashville, TN 37220  |  (615) 383-1815  

fpcnashville.org  |  communications@fpcnashville.org

 youtube.com vimeo.com/fpcnashville facebook.com/fpcnashville instagram.com/fpcnashville

S U N D AY  W O R S H I P  L I V E S T R E A M  A V A I L A B L E


