
MARCH 7,  2021
3rd Sunday of Lent

For Christ, for His kingdom, and for the common good. Since 1785.

JESUS AND THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES 
Unknown artist



ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  Tierce en taille 
François Couperin

†INTROIT  O Sing to the Lord
Wright | Hopson 

O sing a new song to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth!  
Sing to God and praise God’s name. Proclaim God’s salvation day by day; tell of God’s glory among the 
nations, and God’s marvels to all the people. 
The Lord is great and worthy of all praise, to be feared more than all gods; all other gods are merely idols. 
For the Lord made the heavens! O the splendor and majesty of God’s presence! O the power and beauty of 
God’s temple. 
Let the heavens be glad; let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all its creatures; be glad, you fields, and 
all your fruit. Shout for joy, all trees of the woods, at the presence of God, who now comes, who comes to 
judge the earth with right and the people with truth.     

WELCOME The Rev. Joshua D. Rodriguez (8:30)

MINUTE FOR MISSION (8:30) Red Cross Blood Drive 
Dr. Jim Cato

*CALL TO WORSHIP    

Pastor: Let the righteous rejoice in the Lord and take refuge in him!    
All:  Let all the upright in heart exult!
Pastor:  Let us greatly rejoice in the Lord; for He has clothed us with the garments of salvation.
All: He has covered us with the robe of righteousness. 
Pastor: We stand in honor, with voices raised in praise to God, for he alone is worthy.  
All:  Hallelujah! Amen!

*†OPENING HYMN  All People That on Earth Do Dwell
oLd HundredtH

All people that on earth do dwell, sing to the Lord with cheerful voice;  
him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell. Come ye before him and rejoice. 
Know that the Lord is God indeed; without our aid he did us make;  
we are his folk; he doth us feed, and for his sheep he doth us take. 
O enter then his gates with praise; approach with joy his courts unto;  
praise, laud, and bless his name always, for it is seemly so to do. 

WORDS OF PREPARATION

“The message of the cross goes to the root of our ills, and it alone can cure them radically. Just for that reason it spells 
folly and scandal. How? In the Bible it is not we who find a way to God; it is God who comes to us. It says nothing about 
practicing mystical introspection, of otherworldliness, of cultivating the interior life, with a view to reaching ultimately the 
divine ground of the soul. It is not a question of our own performances and exercises as a result of which we might hope to 
become pious and well-pleasing to God. That, in the last analysis, is self-praise. The central point of scripture is that God 
has mercy on us who are stuck so fast in the mire—if I may be pardoned the expression—that we cannot help ourselves.” 
 – Emil Brunner
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For why? The Lord our God is good; his mercy is forever sure;  
his truth at all times firmly stood, and shall from age to age endure. 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below,  
praise him above ye heav’nly host, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION Lacy Sheppard (8:30) 
Marty Dickens (11:00)

FIRST LESSON Psalm 130 

1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord! 2 O Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of 
my pleas for mercy! 
3 If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?  4 But with you there is forgiveness, that 
you may be feared. 
5 I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; 6 my soul waits for the Lord more than 
watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for the morning. 
7 O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is plentiful redemption. 
8 And he will redeem Israel from all his iniquities.  
Leader: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

CALL TO CONFESSION  I Will Wait for You (Psalm 130)   
 Kauflin | Merker | Getty | Townend 

Lord, from the depths to thee I cried. My voice, Lord, do thou hear: unto my supplication’s voice give  
an attentive ear. 
Out of the depths I cry to you, in darkest places I will call. Incline your ear to me anew, and hear my cry  
for mercy, Lord. 
Were you to count my sinful ways, how could I come before your throne? Yet, full forgiveness meets my 
gaze, I stand redeemed by grace alone. 
I will wait for you, I will wait for you, on your word I will rely. I will wait for you, surely wait for you, till 
my soul is satisfied. 
So put your hope in God alone, take courage in his power to save, completely and forever won by Christ 
emerging from the grave. 
His steadfast love has made a way, and God himself has paid the price, that all who trust in him today find 
healing in his sacrifice. 
I will wait for you, I will wait for you, through the storm and through the night. I will wait for you, surely 
wait for you, for your love is my delight. 
I wait for God, my soul doth wait, my hope is in his word. More than they that for morning watch, my soul 
waits for the Lord.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION    The Rev. Sara Bird Kneff (8:30) 
The Rev. Adam DeVries (11:00)

Eternal and merciful God, you have loved us with a love beyond our understanding, and you have 
set us on paths of righteousness for your name’s sake. Still, we are prone to wonder from you. We are 
bent towards sin. We are more interested in living for self rather than dying with Christ. We have 
sinned against you by things we have done and left undone. Gracious God, out of the depths of our 
own depravity we cry to you. Grant us now, we pray, the grace to die daily to sin, and to rise daily to 
new life in Christ, who lives and reigns with you, and in whose strong name we pray. Amen.

A moment for silent confession.



ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

Pastor:  May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you to himself and cleanse you from all your 
sins, that you may behold the glory of his Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Friends, hear and believe the good news: In Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

All: All praise be to our God and King! 

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  Hallelujah! What a Savior
Philip Paul Bliss

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (11:00) 

Tori and Dave Alexander are presenting their daughter, Roberta Carson Alexander, for baptism.  
To follow along, see back of the bulletin.   

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

SCRIPTURE READING  Mark 7:1–13 

1 The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus  
2 and saw some of his disciples eating food with hands that were defiled, that is, unwashed. 3 (The 
Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they give their hands a ceremonial washing, holding to the 
tradition of the elders. 4 When they come from the marketplace they do not eat unless they wash. And they 
observe many other traditions, such as the washing of cups, pitchers and kettles.) 
5 So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, “Why don’t your disciples live according to the 
tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with defiled hands?” 
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6 He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written: “ ‘These people 
honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 7 They worship me in vain; their teachings are 
merely human rules.’ 8 You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to human traditions.” 
9 And he continued, “You have a fine way of setting aside the commands of God in order to observe your 
own traditions! 10 For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and mother,’ and, ‘Anyone who curses their father or 
mother is to be put to death.’ 11 But you say that if anyone declares that what might have been used to help 
their father or mother is Corban (that is, devoted to God)—12 then you no longer let them do anything for 
their father or mother. 13 Thus you nullify the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. 
And you do many things like that.” 

Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON  The Voice of Authority and Love Dr. Ryan V. Moore

“You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God…” – Mark 7:9

OFFERTORY  O Love
Elaine Hagenberg 

O Love, that will not let me go, O Love, I rest my weary soul in Thee; I give thee back the life I owe, that in 
thy ocean depths its flow may richer, fuller be.  
O joy, that seeks me through the pain, O I cannot close my heart to thee; I trace the rainbow through the 
rain, and feel the promise is not vain that morn shall tearless be.  

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by leaving your gift  
in the offering basket, texting “GIVE” to (707) 475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.   

*HYMN  Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah
Cwm rHondda  

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land.  
I am weak, but thou art mighty. Hold me with thy powerful hand.  
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed me till I want no more;  
feed me till I want no more. 
Open now the crystal fountain, whence the healing stream doth flow.  
Let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through.  
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, be thou still my strength and shield;  
be thou still my strength and shield. 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious fears subside.  
Death of death, and hell’s destruction, land me safe on Canaan’s side.  
Songs of praises, songs of praises I will ever give to thee;  
I will ever give to thee. 



*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
The congregation will be seated and will be dismissed by pew following the response. 

CHORAL RESPONSE The Lord Bless You and Keep You  
John Rutter 

The Lord bless you and keep you: the Lord make his face to shine upon you; to shine upon you and be 
gracious, and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you, and give you 
peace. Amen. 

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Postlude on “Cwm Rhondda”
Purcell J. Mansfield

* Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated. 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS

Flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of J. Fred Tarkington Jr.  
by his family. 

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE

Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor  
Adam DeVries, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Youth & Their Families 
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Executive Pastor  
Sarah Bird Kneff, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Discipleship & Engagement    
Joshua Rodriguez, MDiv – Associate Pastor for Young Adult Ministry  
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music  
Raquel Warchol – Contemporary Worship Music Director 

   

O Sing a New Song – Text: Helen L. Wright © 1983, Music: © 1986, Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-714895 
Speak, O Lord – CCLI Song # 4615235 Keith Getty | Stuart Townend © 2005 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with the 
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The Lord Bless You and Keep You – #99759 Music: © 1981 Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-714895 
Cover Photo: stock.adobe.com, Jesus and the Scribes and Pharisees. Lithography by unknown artist in the book Zivot Jezisa Krista bozskeho Spasitela naseho 
printed in Trnava 1907, photo by Renáta Sedmáková 



Opening Voluntary — This piece comes from a collection of organ music by French composer, organist, 
and harpsichordist François Couperin (1668–1733) entitled Pièces d’orgue (Pieces for Organ). In Latin Mass, 
the Tierce en taille was originally played during the elevation of the host when celebrating the Eucharist. 
Tierce en taille refers to a unique combination of organ stops to be played in the tenor part. The tierce is an 
organ stop that sounds two octaves and a third above the normal pitch. When the organist uses this stop, the 
resulting combination gives the melody a haunting and nasal quality. The solo sings with florid ornamentation 
surrounded by a quiet accompaniment. The somber mood of this piece is appropriate for this season of Lent.  
Blood Drive — Sunday, March 14  |  8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  |  Courtenay Hall 
The need for blood is particularly critical this month. February’s weather events led to cancellations of many 
blood drives, which would have produced 1,783 units of blood. This represents 5,349 patients who are now 
at risk of not receiving the blood products they desperately need. So far, only 19 of our 47 spots are filled. 
Visit missions.fpcnashville.org to learn more about safety measures and sign up to give. Questions? Contact 
Annette Crout at missions@fpcnashville.org or 615-298-9507. 
Easter Floral Dedications — A Flower Fund has been established for the floral arrangements that beautify 
our sanctuary. During the Lenten season, those who make a contribution to the Flower Fund may do so in 
memory or in honor of loved ones. The names of those being memorialized or honored will be printed in the 
Easter morning bulletin. To make a dedication and contribution, pick up a form in the narthex or Hospitality 
Center or submit your information on the church “Sanctuary Flowers” webpage. Dedications for the Easter 
Sunday bulletin must be submitted by March 22. 
Children and Technology — Sunday, March 7  |  2:30 p.m.  |  Zoom 
What does it mean for a family, as faithful followers of Jesus, to be more hopeful and curious about using 
technology responsibly for Christ and the common good? Adam DeVries and Deb O’Brien will lead a 
conversation for parents of 3rd-6th graders about children using web-accessible technology devices. To 
accommodate busy schedules, we are offering this session a second time. Sign up at fpcnashville.org.    
Spring Soccer Registration — Registration is now open for Children’s Soccer! Every spring and fall, the 
FPC Recreation Ministry hosts a soccer league for children age 3 through 6th grade. Families can register for 
soccer at rec.fpcnashville.org. Registration ends March 22.
Wednesdays–March 24 — Lenten Vespers  |  5:30 p.m.  |  Sanctuary and Livestream 
A brief contemplative vespers service to orient our hearts toward worship during Lent.
First Friends Book Club — Thursday, March 25  |  1:00 p.m  |  Zoom  
Etta Wilson will lead a discussion of Seven Women and Secret of Their Greatness by Eric Metaxas. The group 
gathers virtually on Zoom. All are welcome to join. Email Susan Kirby at skirby@fpcnashville.org to receive 
the Zoom link. 

LOOKING AHEAD

Easter Celebration  |  March 27  |  3:00–5:00 p.m.  |  Front Lawn  
Palm Sunday  |  March 28  |  8:00, 9:30 (livestream), 11:00 a.m. 
Maundy Thursday  |  April 1  |  6:30 p.m.  |  Lord’s Supper  |  Sanctuary and Livestream 
Good Friday The Seven Last Words of Christ  |  April 2  |  12:00 p.m.  |  Sanctuary and Livestream 
Easter  |  April 4  |  6:30 (front porch), 8:00, 9:30 (livestream), 11:00 a.m. & 4:30 p.m. (front porch) 
Spring on the Porch Worship  |  Introducing the FPC Babies of 2020  |  April 11  |  4:30 p.m.  |  Front Porch

For more information on events and mission opportunities, visit fpcnashville.org or sign up for our weekly Parish News email  
by emailing communications@fpcnashville.org. 

N E WS & E VENTS



SACR AM ENT OF BAPTISM ( 1 1 :00)

 fpcnashville.org youtube.com vimeo.com/fpcnashville facebook.com/fpcnashville instagram.com/fpcnashville

S U N D AY  W O R S H I P  L I V E S T R E A M  A V A I L A B L E

PRESENTATION OF CHILD Dr. Stuart R. Gordon

QUESTIONS TO THE PARENTS Assisting Elder Marty Dickens

Elder:  On behalf of the Session, I present Roberta Carson Alexander, daughter of Tori and Dave 
Alexander, to receive the sacrament of Christian Baptism.  

Pastor:  Do you, Tori and Dave, desire that Birdie be baptized?
Parents:  I do.
Pastor:  Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and renounce evil and 

its power in the world?
Parents:  I do.
Pastor:  Do you turn to Jesus Christ, and accept him as your Lord and Savior, trusting in his grace and 

love?
Parents:  I do.
Pastor:  Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his love? 
Parents:  I will.

QUESTION TO THE CONGREGATION 

Elder:  Do you, members of the church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and nurture Birdie by word 
and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging her to know and follow Christ and to be a faithful 
member of his church? If so, please stand.  

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

THE BAPTISM 

HYMN OF PREPARATION  Jesus Loves Me! 
Warner | McGuire | Bradbury

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.  
Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong.  
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!  
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 
Jesus loves me! This I know, as he loved so long ago,  
taking children on his knee, saying, “Let them come to me.”  
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!  
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

WE’RE GLAD YOU’RE HERE!

Use a Connect Card to let us know your needs or what is new with you. Then place in the offering basket. 
The Mother and Infant Quiet Room is located in the Nursery Wing. 

Audio Bluetooth Capabilities – Use the WaveCAST app, connect your personal device and headphones. 
WiFi: FPC Guest  |  Password: GreenRock-81  |  select First Pres Sanctuary.  


