
BAPTISM OF THE LORD
January 8, 2023
8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

For Christ, for His kingdom, and for the common good. Since 1814.

THE BAPTISM
Adi Holzer 



ORDER OF WORSHIP

†VOLUNTARY  How Brightly Shines the Morning Star 
Niels Gade 

WELCOME 

INTROIT  O Lord, Open Thou Our Lips  
Richard Webster 

O Lord, open thou our lips, and our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

CALL TO WORSHIP   Dr. John Musgrave
Pastor: Arise, shine, for your light has come! 
All: The glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 
Pastor: Let us praise the Lord together. 
All: The sun shall no longer be our light by day, nor will the brightness of the moon shine on us, 
Pastor: For the Lord will be our light, and our God will be our glory. 
All: The Lord will be our everlasting light, and our days of sorrow will end. 
Pastor:  Come, let us sing to our light and salvation!

*†OPENING HYMN 150  As with Gladness Men of Old 
Dix

*PRAYER OF ADORATION   (8:30) Miller Holstein   
 (11:00) Isaac Shapiro

JA N UA RY 8 ,  2023  Baptism of the Lord

WORDS OF PREPARATION

The Magi 
It might have been just someone else’s story;

Some chosen people get a special king,
We leave them to their own peculiar glory, 
We don’t belong, it doesn’t mean a thing. 

But when these three arrive they bring us with them, 
Gentiles like us, their wisdom might be ours; 

A steady step that finds an inner rhythm, 
A pilgrim’s eye that sees beyond the stars. 

They did not know his name but still they sought him, 
They came from otherwhere but still they found; 
In palaces, found those who sold and bought him,  

But in the filthy stable, hallowed ground. 
Their courage gives our questing hearts a voice 

To see, to find, to worship, to rejoice. 
                                                      — Malcolm Guite 



FIRST LESSON | Ephesians 2:11–22 (page 976)   
11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what 
is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hand— 12 remember that you were at that time 
separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far 
off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one 
and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments 
expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 
16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17 And 
he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him 
we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you 
are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being 
joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a 
dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

CALL TO CONFESSION  Dr. Sandra Randleman 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from the death to life, and crowned him Lord of all.  We 
confess that we have not bowed before him, or acknowledged his rule in our lives.  We have gone 
along with the ways of the world, and failed to give him glory.  Forgive us and raise us from sin that 
we may be your faithful people, obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ, who rules the world 
and is head of the Church, his body.  In his name we pray.  Amen.  

A moment for silent confession.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

*RESPONSE OF GRATITUDE  As with Gladness Men of Old 
Dix 

In that glorious city bright none shall need created light;  
you its light, its joy, its crown, you its sun which goes not down;  
there forever may we sing alleluias to our King! 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH | Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

Whether you are a longtime member or a guest, please mark your presence by 
signing the friendship pad and greet those seated near you as you pass it along.



‡BLESSING OF THE YOUNG DISCIPLES  Jeremy Shapiro (Wise Man)

During the service, children who are age 4, 5 or 6 (not in 1st grade)
 are invited to join Young Children & Worship.

HYMN OF PREPARATION Jesus, Joy of the Highest Heaven  
Keith and Kristyn Getty
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

SCRIPTURE READING | Matthew 2:1–12 (page 807)  
1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from 
the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his 
star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, 
and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by 
the prophet: 6 ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 7 Then Herod summoned 
the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, 
that I too may come and worship him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, 
the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to  rest over the place where the 
child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house, 
they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their 
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.  



Pastor: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON Who Is Your King? Dr. Ryan Moore
“... and they worshiped him ...”  — Matthew 2:11

OFFERTORY  Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
arr. Gustav Holst 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; ponder nothing earthly minded, for with 
blessing in his hand Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand.  King of kings, yet 
born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood, Lord of lords in human vesture, in the Body and the Blood he will 
give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly food.  Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard 
on the way, as the Light of light descendeth from the realms of endless day, that the powers of hell may 
vanish as the darkness clears away.  At his feet the six-winged seraph, cherubim, with sleepless eye, veil 
their faces to the Presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry, “Alleluia, Alleluia, Lord most High!”  Amen.  

As you reflect on the Lord’s goodness, you can make an offering by dropping your gift in the offering plate,  
texting Give to 707-475-3005, or donating online at fpcnashville.org.

THE LORD’S SUPPER Dr. Stuart Gordon

INVITATION TO THE TABLE  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Pastor: The Lord be with you.   
All: And also with you.   
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.   
All: We lift them up to the Lord.   
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
All: It is right for us to give thanks and praise.   

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP  

Communion at First Presbyterian Church is offered to all baptized Christians and will be served 
today by intinction.  When your row is called, come forward, take a piece of bread, dip it into the 

cup, and receive both elements together.  All bread is gluten free and the cup is juice.

COMMUNION ANTHEM  Let Us Break Bread Together
arr. Melva Wilson Coste

Let us break bread together on our knees; let us break bread together on our knees.
Refrain: When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun, O Lord, have mercy on me. (on me)
Let us drink wine together on our knees; let us drink wine together on our knees.  Refrain
Let us praise God together on our knees; let us praise God together on our knees.  Refrain



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever.  Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN 136  Go, Tell It on the Mountain 
Go Tell It 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

*CHORAL RESPONSE  Amen  
Peter Lutkin

*CLOSING VOLUNTARY Epilogue on Dix 
William H. Harris 

*  Those who are able, please stand. 
† Latecomers may be seated.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
Ryan Moore, PhD – Pastor 
Stuart Gordon, DMin – Sr. Associate Pastor for Christian Formation & Witness  
John Musgrave, DMin – Parish Associate
Sandra Randleman, DMin – Associate Pastor for Congregational Care & Missions  
Raphael Bundage, DMA – Director of Music   
Peter Rogahn, DMA – Organist and Assistant Director of Music  
Rhonda Swanson, MM – Assistant Organist 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Donnell Stanford Jr. and Mr. Robert Donnell Stanford III by Mr. and Mrs. Joe B. Palmer III, Margaret, 
Lacy and Josephine Blanton, Carolyn and Dawson Thombs, Palmer and Stanford Thombs, Meredith and 
John Nelson.

MUSIC NOTES

Jesus, Joy of the Highest Heaven Keith Getty and Kristyn Getty © 2011 Getty Music Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) For use 
solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License #1121456. 

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence #119160 Words and Music: © 1994 Galaxy Music Corporation (ASCAP), a division of ECS Publishing 
Group, Inc., St. Louis, MO All rights reserved. OneLicense.net License #A-714895 

The Lord Bless You and Keep You by Peter Lutkin  © 1959, Concordia Publishing House

Epilogue on Dix William H. Harris © 1956 by Novello and Co. Ltd. 

  COVER IMAGE

Cristóbal de Villalpando, Adoration of the Magi, 1683, Oil on canvas, Fordham University, New York, used by permission of the 
Fordham University Art Collection



NEWS & EVENTS

Epiphany Bonfire | TODAY | 3:00 p.m. | South Lawn 
Please join us this afternoon at 3:00 p.m. for our annual Epiphany Bonfire!  Bring your 
Christmas tree if you have one to burn, and come for a sweet time of fellowship as we 
celebrate the Wise Men’s journey to baby Jesus in this special way.  We will decorate 
star cookies and have hot chocolate.  Kids can make a star craft and get stars painted on 
their faces by some of our middle school friends.  We will also have a family flag football 
game after the fire burns bright for those interested in participating in some fun on the 
field.  See you all at 3:00 (...unless it rains)!

College Class | TODAY | 9:45 a.m. | Bryant Conference Room
College students on winter break are invited to attend a Sunday School class today in the Bryant Conference 
Room, located near the administration welcome desk.  Trajan Carney will teach the class, and it will be great 
to reconnect and check in over the Winter Break. 

Children’s Ministry Pajama Drive | January 9 – February 5
Our annual Pajama Drive benefitting Fannie Battle Day School begins Monday, January 9!  Each sponsored 
child will receive a pair of pajamas, and this year, we are also requesting diapers.  To sponsor a child, please 
select a card from the large bulletin board near the Children’s Ministry entrance.  Please bring donations by 
Sunday, February 5.  All items must be new, and extra items will be donated to the center.

STEWARDSHIP 2023
90 Pledges in 50 Days – We can do this!

On October 15 we began the journey to fulfill our stewardship theme: A Commitment to Christ, his 
Church, and his Kingdom.  In a little over two–and–a–half months since then, many of you have 
responded with your pledge of support, solidifying your commitment to making a difference in 2023. 
Our goal of 530 pledges and $4.1 million in giving is within our reach.  We need 90 pledges and 
approximately $760,000 to achieve something truly special.  Help us get over the top by making your 
pledge to your church!  Say yes to missions and outreach!  Say yes to dedicated, caring leadership and 
best practices fiscal responsibility.  And say yes to being the generous church that gives out of a sense 
of grace and gratitude!

There are still a number of households that made a pledge in 2022 who have not made a pledge in 2023! 
If you are one of these families, now is the time to renew your commitment to this place that has been 
the body of Christ for more than 200 years.  People in our congregation, in our community, and in every 

corner of the world have come to count on First Presbyterian 
Church to provide life–changing support and give hope and 
encouragement to every life we touch. Without you, this will 
not happen!  Give to your church as if their lives depended 
upon it!  We can do this — we must do this!

You can make your pledge by placing a 
completed pledge card in the mail or in 
the offering plate.  You can also make a 
virtual pledge by going to fpcnashville.org/
generosity, or scan the QR code.



Winter Pickleball | Wednesdays | 5:30–7:30 p.m. | January-February
It’s time for Winter Pickleball at FPC!  Come join us in the Enrichment Center from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. for 
some fellowship and exercise!  We will play together on Wednesday evenings in January and in February 
(excluding Ash Wednesday, February 22).  All ages are welcome!  Bring your own paddle, but if you don’t 
have one, come anyway, we will have a few extras.  Lip Davis and Stephen King can’t wait to see you on the 
courts!  Contact Erika with any questions at eshapiro@fpcnashville.org.

First Friends Luncheon | Tuesday, January 17 | 12:00 p.m. | Courtenay Hall | Cost: $8
The theme for January is Physical Therapy.  Lindsay Ison, PT, will be our speaker, and will be able to give 
us an overview and information about how physical therapy might benefit us personally.  As usual, we will 
be treated to a great lunch by Kim at a cost of $8 payable on the 16th.  Register online at fpcnashville.org or 
contact Sabrina at 615-298-9509.  Please register no later than January 11.

Grief Support Group | Sundays | 3:00–4:30 p.m. | January 22–February 12
FPC will offer a grief support group on Sunday afternoons, 3:00–4:30 p.m., January 22 through February 12.  
The grief support group will focus on understanding the stages and feelings of grief, as well as how prayer 
can help us in seeking the comfort of God during the very difficult time of grieving the losses of life.  The 
psalms of lament in the Bible will provide a model for our study of prayer.  For more information, contact Dr. 
Sandra Randleman, srandleman@fpcnashville.org or 615-298-9502.

Inquirers Class | Saturday, February 11 | 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
The next Inquirers Class will be led by Dr. Ryan Moore on Saturday, February 11, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
If you are interested in joining the class, or just learning more about membership at First Presbyterian, contact 
Sandra Randleman (srandleman@fpcnashville.org or 615-298-9502).

NEW Multi-Generational & Family Mission Trip to Huntsville, Alabama | March 12–16
FPC is planning a new multi-generational and family mission trip for the week of Spring Break, March 12–16.  
Activities will include home renovations and/or clean-up for all ages, and Vacation Bible School for FPC kids 
and the kids from the local Lincoln Project School.  Detailed costs to be provided soon.  Registration deadline 
is February 8.  For more info, contact Annette or Mike (missions@fpcnashville.org or 615-289-9507).

SYMPATHIES
We extend our condolences to the family and friends of William P. Sutherland.

WELCOME

First Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name of Christ to all who worship with us today.  
Since 1814 First Presbyterian has sought to be faithful in service to Jesus Christ and the common good.  We 
are rooted in the Reformed, orthodox, and evangelical traditions of the larger church.  If you do not have a 
church home, we would love to welcome you! 

Hearing Assistance App Directions: Join WiFi network.  You must be connected to this network for the app 
to work.  Network Name: FPC Guest; Password: GreenRock-81.  Download the WaveCAST app.  Open the 
app and select “First Pres Sanctuary.”  Plug in your headphones and adjust the volume to your preference.

Whether you are a guest or a longtime member, fill out a Connect Card to get more involved, update your 
contact information, or sign up for church communications.  Drop your completed Connect Card in the 
offering plate so we can follow up!

To livestream worship or view past services, visit youtube.com/firstpresbyterianchurchofnashville.


